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Annual Congregational 
Meeting

     Please join us for the Annual 
Meeting on Sunday, January 29 
at 10:30am (after the 9:30am 
service. There will be no coffee 
hour).
      The Annual Report for 2022, 
which includes reports from the 
committees of the Church, will 
be available at church and on 
our website on Sunday, Jan. 22 
for you to look over before the 
meeting.

PLEASE, watch your speed!

	 After a close call with a child and a car in the porte-cochere 
by the front door, the council along with the buildings and grounds 
committee have decided to be proactive in slowing traffic in this 
area.  Until we land on a more complete solution, we ask all drivers 
to drive slowly and cautiously through the porte-cochere and in all 
areas of the parking lot.

	 Thank you, Dick Burress, Council President


Artists in Action 
 Thanks to everyone who donated to the Artists in 
Action Silent Auction. We had many different pieces of 
original artwork donated and raised $3485 for the Reisen 
Family.   
 Thanks to the following artists who donated their 
original work: Cheryl Becht, Solbjorg (Sue) Daubner, Don 
Howard, Tim West, Judi Nelson, Susan Meredith, Erik 
Torkelson, Glenn Rossman, Cal Pierson, Julia Nawrot, & Dan 
Bogda.  

Children’s Christmas Program



Pr. Jim Honig
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For many people, the practice of setting new year’s resolutions has become an exercise in futility, 
knowing that the big intentions often made on January 1 are forgotten by the end of the month.


An increasingly popular alternative practice is use a few single words to set intentions that will guide 
you through the year. The words are a way to help focus ones thoughts, attitudes and actions through 
the year. Some people choose one word; others choose a few or several. Regardless, they can provide 
a way to help you grow and develop in areas that are important to you in the coming year. I’ve seen 
people use words like, strong, kind, open, intentional, loving, brave. You get the idea. 

Many churches have begun an annual practice at the Epiphany celebration of using a “Star Word” to 
help guide prayer and devotional practice for the coming year. The use of star words, also called “star 
gifts,” is a prayer practice connected to Epiphany and the new year. A list of intention words, or guiding 
words are printed on cards or stars made available to members of the congregation. At some point 
during a service early in the Epiphany season, individuals are invited to draw a word from the basket or 
the table, and to use that word as a guiding word throughout the year. 


As you draw the word, you are encouraged to trust the word you have drawn, and not to replace the 
word. You are encouraged to place your star word somewhere you will see it regularly throughout the 
year to allow consistent reflection on how God has moved through, around, or in connection to that 
word.


What’s behind this practice? In the story of the Magi in Matthew’s Gospel, the Magi followed a star, 
which ultimately led them to Jesus. So, we also use all the resources we have available to us—including 
creative prayer practices and intention words for the new year— to move closer to Jesus. We trust that 
God uses multiple ways to guide us and speak to us. Could it be that star words are one such lens that 
might provide us a way to look for God in our midst, both actively and in hindsight? All of us know that 
it’s often easy to miss God in our daily midst. Having an intention word to consider both in present 
days, as well as to reflect on at the end of the year, allows for you to see God in ways you may not have 
seen God before.


Often, we think of prayer as only one-directional. We speak to God. However, in the long tradition of the 
Christian church, prayer has also included silence and contemplation. Your star word is a way to 
embrace a new prayer rhythm of reflection and review that can be a powerful new way to connect with 
God.


When you choose your star word without looking or sorting through the stack on the table, you are 
practicing the spiritual task of receiving. It is not you who are in control in this moment. Instead, you 
trust that God is present, and you let go of your desire to cultivate or control.


At Shepherd of the Bay, we’ll make the star words available on Sunday, January 8 when we celebrate 
the Baptism of Our Lord. When you come forward for communion, on your way back to your seat, there 
will be a table in front with the star words facing down. You will be invited to choose one and take it 
with you, making it your guide for the coming year. 


As the year progresses, I’d love to hear how it goes for you. I believe that God will work through these 
intentions, and I’d love to hear the stories of how your word helps you become more aware of God’s 
presence and guidance in your life. And who knows? Maybe we will figure out ways to tell our stories to 
the whole congregation as a way to encourage each other in our walk with Jesus. And if you are unable 
to attend the service on January 8, send me an email, and I’ll randomly choose a card for you and drop 
it in the mail.


God’s peace and blessings to you in the coming year.  

Pr. Jim Honig



WELCA Book Selections for 
Monthly Book Group 

       All meetings will begin at 9:30am, the 
3rd Thursday of the month. Please contact 
Gretchen Farwell if you have any questions 
regarding the Book Group and its meetings. 

January 19, 2023 

  - Since we were unable to meet on 
December 15th due to the adverse weather 
conditions, we are moving that discussion 
to our January 19th meeting time. 

- Henry, Patti Callahan. Becoming Mrs. 
Lewis; The Improbable Love Story of Joy 
Davidman and C.S. Lewis. 2018 – This is 
a novel. 2018. C.S. Lewis is the famous 
British lay theologian who wrote, among 
other works, the Chronicles of Narnia.

WELCA Prayer Chain
The WELCA Prayer Chain continues to serve all 

the members and friends of SOTB for prayer requests. 
To send a Prayer Request:
  1. Send an email to Cheri Boock at 
cheriboock@gmail.com
  2. State the request with wording that you want for the 
request. Make sure you have received permission from he 
person in need of the request.
  3. The request will be sent when received by Cheri.
  4. The Prayer Chain members always are glad to receive 
a report of how the person is doing as they are sending out 
their prayers, so if you request a prayer for someone, 
please let us know how that person is doing.

If you want to be included as a recipient of the 
Prayer Chain, and pray for those in need, contact Cheri 
Boock at 920-854-5493 or cell 920-421-1210 or the above 
email. 

Grace Rossman – President of SOTB Unit 
Women of the ELCA
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Thriving Congregation Update 
	 December was a time of  waiting and anticipation, moving 
through Advent, Christmas, and onto the new year. This was true 
at SOTB and within our community. There was a lot of  activity 
involved in our special Advent services, children’s programs, 
school programs, and community music and market activities. So 
December was full of  preparation, travel, treasured seasonal 
activities with family and friends, sprinkled with unwelcome 
seasonal illnesses. And so it was with the Thriving Congregation 
team. We didn’t meet together but slowly continued our work and 
we look forward toward January with anticipation of  ramped up 
activities and new members.  
	 As a reminder, in the first six months (October 2022- 
March 2023) we are prayerfully paying attention by doing one-
on-one meetings and observations to observe life as it is lived at 
SOTB and within our community. The purpose of  this is to 
thicken relationships by getting to know each other better. There 
is no hidden agenda or desired predetermined outcome other 
than getting to know each other better. Each six month period 
will have specific activities we will do. We will continue to update 
you through this newsletter, a monthly temple talk, and postings 
on our bulletin board in the fellowship hall. If  at any time you 
have a question please feel free to contact anyone on the team.  
	 We wish you a happy, healthy and faith-filled new year. We 
wait with anticipation of  what God will do.  
	 Vicki Amundson

Amazon Smile
     Do you shop on Amazon? Did 
you know that Amazon has a 
donation program called Amazon 
Smile? Just make sure to go to 
smile.amazon.com each time 
you shop through Amazon and 
choose Shepherd of the Bay 
Lutheran Church, Ellison Bay, 
WI as your charity, and Amazon 
will donate a percentage of your 
purchase to us. Easy with no 
additional cost to you! 
     If you prefer using the Amazon 
App, update to the newest 
version and you can shop Amazon 
Smile through the app without 
having to go on the website.

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=522NB55WCYLJ&K=1UOUV9FMVZ6XW&M=urn:rtn:msg:20200611140344e25898b4599a4031a0a9a05bfcd0p0na&R=30A58VVH7B7IK&T=C&U=http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1028825&H=ZTLZUKHRDRP2SGRH4JPMMFQXCMWA


LORD,	I	WANT	TO	BE	A	CHRISTIAN	
African	American	Spiritual	

Lord,	I	want	to	be	a	Christian	in	my	heart,	in	my	heart;	
Lord,	I	want	to	be	a	Christian	in	my	heart.	

In	my	heart,	in	my	heart,	
Lord,	I	want	to	be	a	Christian	in	my	heart.	

Lord,	I	want	to	be	more	loving	in	my	heart,	in	my	heart;	
Lord,	I	want	to	be	more	loving	in	my	heart.	

In	my	heart,	in	my	heart,	
Lord,	I	want	to	be	more	loving	in	my	heart.	

  C
O
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FROM  THE  MUSIC

RESOLUTIONS	
January	marks	a	time	of	personal	re;lection,	restitution,	remorse	and	resolution.			

REFLECTION:			
	 1.		The	throwing	back	by	a	body	or	surface	of	light,	heat	or	sound	without	absorbing	it.:	

		“the	reIlection	of	light” 
 	2.		Serious	thought	or	consideration	

RESTITUTION:	
1.The	restoration	of	something	lost	or	stolen	to	its	proper	owner	
2.	Recompense	for	injury	or	loss	

REMORSE:	
	 Deep	regret	or	guilt	for	a	wrong	committed:	
	 	 “they	were	Iilled	with	remorse	and	shame” 

RESOLUTION:	
1.A	;irm	decision	to	do	or	not	to	do	something	
2.	The	quality	of	being	determined	or	resolute 

As	we	weigh	the	events	of	2022	against	the	hopes	of	2023,	perhaps	the	old	“New	Year’s	Resolutions”	
pattern	can	offer	some	bene;it	to	us.		What	do	we	want	to	retain?		What	do	we	want	to	discard?		What	do	
we	want	to	amend?		How	can	we	change	our	negative	ways	into	more	positive	choices?			What	is	the	role	of	
kindness	going	forward?	

KINDNESS:	
	 According	to	the	dictionary:		The	quality	of	being	friendly,	generous	and	considerate 
 According	to	the	Bible:		Kindness	is	a	Fruit	of	the	Spirit.		Kindness	is	sel;less,	compassionate	and	
merciful. 
 According	to	Jesus’	teachings:		Be	kind	and	compassionate	to	one	another,	forgiving	each	other,	just	
as	in	Christ	God	forgave	you.		But	love	your	enemies,	and	do	good,	and	lend,	expecting	nothing	in	return,	
and	your	reward	will	be	great,	and	you	will	be	the	children	of	the	Most	High.	

Kindness!		What	a	resolution	for	the	new	year!		Can	it	be	possible	to	put	a	spirit	of	kindness	in	the	center	of	
our	thoughts	and	hopes,	actions	and	reactions,	plans	and	dreams	for	the	new	year?			Is	this	an	attainable	
goal?		Is	this	a	worthy	resolution?		I	pray	that	it	is	for	me!			
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Button Pushers Need! 
Can you push a button? Can you sit (in 

your home or at church), watch a screen for 
about one hour, then push the same button 
again? 

Ok, that may be a slight over 
simplification of the live-streaming process of 
the church service each Sunday. But if this 
intrigues you, come and talk to Carol 
Omernick in the church office. I could really 
use your help.

Fair Trade Coffee is Back!!!
We have a fresh batch of Fair Trade 

Coffee, Tea, Hot Chocolate and Chocolate 
Bars from Serrv. We also have some great 
bags made recycled saris from India. You 
can support small farmers and crafts women 
and enjoy some of the best coffee and 
chocolate from around the world. 

Available now in your local fellowship hall! 

Go Live!

Lord,	I	want	to	be	more	holy	in	my	heart,	in	my	heart;	
Lord,	I	want	to	be	more	holy	in	my	heart.	

In	my	heart,	in	my	heart,	
Lord,	I	want	to	be	more	holy	in	my	heart.	

Lord,	I	want	to	be	like	Jesus	in	my	heart,	in	my	heart;	
Lord,	I	want	to	be	like	Jesus	in	my	heart.	

In	my	heart,	in	my	heart,	
Lord,	I	want	to	be	like	Jesus	in	my	heart.	

RESOLUTION!		

Surely	you	have	heard	about	Jesus	and	were	taught	in	him,	as	truth	is	in	Jesus.		You	were	
taught	to	put	away	your	former	way	of	life,	your	old	self,	corrupt	and	deluded	by	its	lusts,	and	to	
be	renewed	in	the	spirit	of	your	minds,	and	to	clothe	yourselves	with	the	new	self,	created	
according	to	the	likeness	of	God	in	true	righteousness	and	holiness.		So	then,	putting	away	
falsehood,	let	all	of	us	speak	the	truth	to	our	neighbors,	for	we	are	members	of	one	another.		Let	
no	evil	talk	come	out	your	mouths,	but	only	what	is	useful	for	building	up,	as	there	is	need,	so	that	
your	words	may	give	grace	who	hear.		Put	away	from	you	all	bitterness	and	wrath	and	anger	and	
wrangling	and	slander,	together	with	all	malice,	and	be	kind	to	one	another,	tenderhearted,	
forgiving	one	another,	as	God	in	Christ	has	forgiven	you.		Therefore	be	imitators	of	God,	as	
beloved	children,	and	live	in	love,	as	Christ	loved	us	and	gave	himself	up	for	us,	a	fragrant	
offering	and	sacriBice	to	God.									 	 	 	 	 	 	 Ephesians	4:	21-5:2 

Lord,	I	want	to	be	a	Christian,	more	loving,	more	holy,	more	like	Jesus!		May	this	be	my	new	
year’s	resolution,	with	kindness	toward	my	neighbors	and	love	in	my	heart. 

Blessings	to	each	of	you	in	this	New	Year!	
Judith	Jackson,	Sanctuary	Choir	Director	and	Principal	Pianist	
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Shepherd of  the Bay Council Meeting 
December 19, 2022  6:00PM 

Present:  Pastor Jim, Tara Torkelson, Ron Hupe, Edee Madsen, Micky Swanson, Vicki Amundson, Richard 
Burress, Edee Madsen, Sue Daubner, Lynda Pietruszka,  George Cobb on Zoom.  Absent, Trish Pierson
 

6:00  PM  Call to Order
Open with Prayer – Richard Burress
 

Minutes of November Council meeting were read and approved.
 

Treasurers Report
    End of November showed us behind, income compared to expenses.  Projecting a better December.  
Insurance was reduced on the building with a higher deductible. 96 pledges have come in at $309,000 which 
is $20,000 short of the projected 5% increase. $11,000 decrease in Budget from last year. 
 

Committee Reports
Pastors report
 - Advent going well.  Children's SS program a success even with illness.  Thank you Lynda and helpers!
  Fall Giving Campaign – looking to bring in $329,000, and are looking for 15 more pledges to get closer to 
that number.
  -We are set for the Madison Suzuki Strings school from Madison. Activities on Jan 5 will be at Rowleys Bay 
resort.
  - Pastor Jim spoke at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County on 12/18/2022. 
 

Youth and Family Ministry- Lynda Pietruska
  -  On Dec 3, Lynda was approved as a candidate for Rostered Ministry, a 4 year process for a Masters in 
Divinity.  Congratulations Lynda!! 
 -   Children and Youth collected 110 cereal boxes for the Great Cereal Box Domino Challenge. Cereal 
donated to Door of Life, First Baptist, Stella Maris in Fish Creek and Klaud’s Pantry at SOTB.
  -  The Advent Workshop was well attended in the fellowship hall on Sunday, December 4th.
-   The Children's Christmas program within worship, Sunday December 11 was humble and just so sweet.  
Many children out with flu and other respiratory issues but parents stepped in, took on the missing roles and 
made it a family event!
- The Education committee is now complete with the first meeting scheduled for January.   The roster includes 
Kristi Appel for Sunday School, Little Lambs led by Kendall Koehler, Wonderful Wednesdays with Cricket 
DeMarines, Confirmation with Pastor Jim/Lynda Pietruszka, High School Youth with Julia Keepper, VBS with 
Carol Omernick and Praygound with Ruth Hjelle
 

No Property and Grounds Report
 
Old Business
 

-New Council - Thanks to Edee Madsen, George Cobb, Les Keepper who will be finishing their terms.  
Nominating Committee will meet to suggest a slate of new elected positions. They will be presented in the 
annual report and voted on at the Annual Meeting. 
-Discussed Revision of Constitution meeting.  Status of associate members and seasonal members.
-Annual meeting scheduled for January 29.  

 

New Business
 Reminder of annual reports due and discussion on annual meeting.
Permission granted to use fellowship hall for celebration of a member’s 90th birthday.
Lynda Pietruszka is concerned with the fast traffic going thru the Porte de Cochere and the danger it poses to 
children.  Discussed options. 

Adjourn  7:00 PM
Next Council Meeting January 17,  6:00 PM
 
Respectfully submitted,  Sue Daubner, Secretary



High School Youth  
 Wed. night, Jan. 11th,  Parent and Student mandatory mee0ng for the Youth works mission trip to Niagara Falls.  
Winter and Spring calendars will be distributed also.  Plan on staying for snacks and an all out game of Spoons 
and board games. 
Wed. January 25th, no school today, but we will be baking banana breads for our “Going Bananas” fund raiser 
for our Youth Fund!  Bring a funny Apron if you have one!!  Time TBD. 

Sunday night, January 29th,  Youth Ska0ng Party and Bonfire at the Teresa K Hilander Community Ice Rink in 
Sister Bay!  Skate rental and hot chocolate included!  Come, even if you don’t skate!  There will be a Bonfire and 
shmellows and friends to roast!  Time TBD 

Confirma>on 
We need ushers and communion servers! 
Remember your service hours!   
  The SOTB van will pick up our students aQer 
school, at Gibraltar, on the following dates: 

January 11th and the 18th 

Note, no class January 4th! 

January 25th, there is no school at Gibraltar on this 
day, however, parents please bring your student 
to the SOTB kitchen for our “Going Bananas” 
fundraising project for camp today!  

Youth and Family Ministry News
from Lynda Pietruszka

   720-227-4079  or sotb.lynda@gmail.com

From Youth and Family Ministry News 
from Jane

Sunday School 
Let’s meet at the Children’s Message within Sunday 
Worship, and head upstairs to Sunday School from 
there!  We wrap up at the end of Worship 0me.  
Parents, please sign out your children, and be sure to 
register with Lynda if you are visi0ng or new to SS.  

Jan.  1st -  The Escape to Egypt,  Ma]hew 2:13-23  
Jan. 8th -  Jesus’ Bap0sm, Ma]hew 3:13-17 Please   
 come for a Special Bap0sm in Worship today!   
Jan. 15th - The Lamb of God, John 1:29-42    
Jan. 22nd - The Disciples, Ma]hew 4:12-23; 9:9-13,   
Jan. 29th- The Bea0tudes, Ma]hew 5:1-12 

LiFle Lambs 
Li]le Lambs gather every Wednesday morning 
from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m at SOTB! All parents, care 
providers, and their li]le ones (infants through 
preK) are Welcome!  Each hour includes free play, 
Bible story, music, snack, and art to take home!  If 
you are visi0ng or new to Li]le Lambs, please see 
Lynda for a registra0on form.  Invite a friend! 
Jan. 4th-  We will NOT have Li]le Lambs today.   
Jan. 11th - I am a helper, Jesus was a foot washer! 
Jan. 18th- I share, like a li]le boy shared his lunch! 
Jan. 25th- Field Trip, Fun in the Snow! Bundle up! 

Wonderful Wednesdays 
“Building God’s Kingdom” 

For school children grades 1-6, ride the Gibraltar 
School bus, each first and third Wednesday of the 
month!  Parents be sure to check for updated 
registra0on, and to sign your child out each night at 
5:30 pick up!   

Wed., January 4th,  Tonight we will meet  “Ada Twist, 
Scien0st” by Andrea Beaty and explore some science!   

Wed., January 18th, Tonight we will hear “Doorway to 
the World” by Ronald Kidd, a Habitat for Humanity 
Book!  Let’s explore some of God’s “Doorways”!   
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The Holy Spirit flowing in and out and all around, and through us, this past Advent Season of 2022! It 
was a season I will cherish for a long >me!  Thank you Church Family for all your giZs and talents, and 

love you brought to the season! 

Sunday, January 29th, our Confirma>on and High School Youth will be “Going Bananas” once again!  Come for 
our annual Banana Bread sale and help us raise funds for our “Youth Works” Mission trip to the 
neighborhoods surrounding Niagara Falls, and for Confirma>on Camp at Imago Dei!  Summer of 2023 here we 
come!! 

mailto:sotb.lynda@gmail.com


Stephen Ministry
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Klaud’s Food Pantry 
 As 2023 begins, we would like to express our deepest thanks for all the donations-
food, produce, money and time in 2022. We literally received thousands in dollars and 
pounds of food! And lots of cereal!  Our back-stock overflows, so we don’t need any 
shelf-stable food for the next month at least.  
 We DO NEED freezer and refrigerated items such as Milk, Juice, Bread, Cheese, 
Eggs, Fruit, Vegetables, and Yogurt.  
 We also NEED hygiene products, especially Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Shampoo, 
Body Wash, Hand Soap, Dish Soap, Laundry Detergent, and Ensure.  
A few reminders about donating: 

* Please place all items in the grocery cart rather than directly on the shelves. Fridge 
and freezer food can go right into the unit.  
* We want to show our clients respect, and therefore cannot accept food past the 

expiration date, or packages that have already been opened.    

Thank you again for your continued generosity and support of this outreach! 

	 Are you feeling pressure?  I read the other day that many of us are feeling the multiple pressures 
of making decisions during the time of Covid and it is adding stresses to our lives.   These pressures are 
involved and found everywhere and every day with family, friends, workmates.  
Decisions like, “Where will the money come from, how to pay for goods and 
services? What do I do about this…?”  Everyday decisions.

	 Feeling the need to talk to someone?  Call for a Stephen Minister! Their 
mission is to be available, to listen and help persons through the trials of life.  
There is no pressure to be part of a group, just a person who will help you walk 
through the valley.

	 Call me and I can set up a conversation with a Stephen minister.  There 
is no charge, all conversations are confidential and no long term commitment. 
Just someone on the other end of the line, who cares.


George Cobb   920-421-2702


Cut Up Club 
The original name, came from a small group of friends who got together around a kitchen table and spent the 
morning “cuhng” out shapes and le]ers for our children and youth programs.  Then it evolved into organizing 
supplies, filling treat bags, doing small, administra0ve tasks, wri0ng cards, or making phone calls.  We’ve even 
been known to deliver the task to your home if you are not able to get to the church building!  There are tasks 
for all levels of physical ability!  You might even make some new friends, and enjoy hearing all about what our 
children and youth are up to! 
It’s Official!  We are now mee>ng the 4th Monday of every Month!  9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall!  We meet 
for a light breakfast/coffee, followed by a >me of fellowship as we pray and prepare for the upcoming 
programs for our children and youth.  Please rsvp to Lynda Pietruszka for Monday, January 23rd!  Invite a 
friend!   



Building and Grounds Committee
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The Building and Grounds Commi]ee is looking for a new member, ladies you are welcome. New perspec0ves are always welcome. 
Contact Tom Tu]le if you are interested.  

Por>co – We all need to “Slow Down” when we drive through the por0co. We had a near-miss with one of 
the children recently, so I have taken the following ac0on. Two new “Ped Xing” signs have been ordered 
and will be installed on each side of the por0co. 
Because signs are so easily ignored, four new 36” tall 
traffic cones have been ordered and will be placed in 
the driving lanes through the por0co whenever 
events are taking place in the church, especially when 

children are present. These cones will be placed to prevent driving 
straight through the por0co. You will s0ll be able to drop-off and 
pick-up, but you will need to jog around the cones. It will be the 
responsibility of whoever is organizing the event to put the cones 
out and pick them up aQerward. The ushers or Parking Lot church 
servers will be responsible for puhng the cones out and picking 
them up for Sunday service. There is 1 small 18” cone available that 
will be used while we are wai0ng for the larger cones to be 
delivered. 

Winter Work – There are a number of small and medium size projects that need to be done inside the church, and I am 
looking for volunteers to help get these items off the list. You may work alone whenever you want or join a group. I will 
also hold a couple “Work Days” in January and February. Here are a few items; 

 Move choir loQ cabinet Refinish window sills Replace front door stop 
 Repair tables Repair rocking chair Install robe hook in Lynda’s office 
 Repair Lynda’s office door knob Weather strip fire doors Kitchen DW faucet leak 
 Kitchen Cabinet laminate re-glue DW table leveling Sacristy cabinet edging reglue 
 Clean kitchen cabinets Fix pew ends Cold Air returns in office 
Contact me if you are interested in any of the above. 
  
AV System – Thank you for your pa0ence. The system has not been working as it did previously to a mid-Nov service call, 
when the Service Technician pushed the “factory reset” bu]on on the video switcher at the AV desk. That wiped out all 
the programming from both the factory and Camera Corner’s ini0al installa0on. Most of the func0onally was restored, 
but I s0ll cannot isolate the video between what is seen by the congrega0on and what is seen on the Livestream.  I’ll 
con0nue to work with Camera Corner to get this resolved. 

Thomas Tu]le - Chair Buildings and Grounds 
If you have any ques0ons, concerns or sugges0ons regarding the building or grounds, please feel free to men0on them to any of the Building and 
Grounds commi]ee members, Eloise Lindem, Karl Omernick, Joel Thomas, Sco] Thies or me. If none of us are around, send me an email or drop a 
note in the message holder on the custodian’s closet door in the narthex (the door between the 2 restrooms). Thank you

Need your blood pressure checked?
 

Starting Tuesday, January 17th a health care volunteer will be at Shepherd of the Bay in room J (the former 
Parish Nurse Office) to check blood pressures from 1:30p.m. to 2:15p.m. In February, blood pressure checks will be 
available following the church service on the first Sunday of each month from 10:30a.m. to 11:15a.m. and the third 
Tuesday of the month, from 1:30p.m. to 2:15p.m.
  There will be a trial period of three months and if no one uses the service, it will be discontinued.

 Please contact Jane Burress if you are interested in volunteering to take blood pressures a few times a year.
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Lessons for January 
Jan. 1 : Name of Jesus 
First Lesson: Numbers 6:22-27 
Second Lesson: Philippians 2:5-11 
Holy Gospel: Luke 2:15-21 
Introduction to the readings: From the beginning, through baptism, we are 
called Christian. We are “Christ-ened” at the font. Bearing Christ’s name, we 
share the same Father and are invited to address this parent intimately: Abba! 
Jesus bears our sins in humble obedience to the will of God. Today we pray that 
the mind of Christ, whose name we bear, would be our own. It is a good way to 
begin, again, another year.

Join us at 2:00pm in the 
parlor, beginning in January, 
we will read “The Red Tent”, by 
Anita Diamant. Then we will 
study various women of the 
Bible.

Tuesday Bible 
Studies

Join us on Tuesdays for 2 
different Bible Studies. 

At 9:00am in the 
fellowship hall, Pastor Jim will 
teach a study on the lessons for 
the upcoming Sunday Service. 
See listing to the left for weekly 
scriptures.

Jan. 8 : Baptism of Our Lord 
First Lesson: Isaiah 42:1-9 
Second Lesson: Acts 10:34-43 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17 
Introduction to the readings: In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed 
as the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all 
righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and 
be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the 
Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal 
mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s 
healing. 

Jan. 15 : Second Sunday after Epiphany 
First Lesson: Isaiah 49:1-7 
Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
Holy Gospel: John 1:29-42 
Introduction to the readings: Today’s gospel opens with further reflection 
on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world 
and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see Christ 
revealed among us in word and meal. We go forth to invite others to come and 
worship the Holy One and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made known 
among us.

Jan. 22 : Third Sunday after Epiphany 
First Lesson: Isaiah 9:1-4 
Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23 
Introduction to the readings: Jesus begins his public ministry by calling 
fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus the kingdom of God has come 
near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this light 
most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed 
by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the 
font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good news that others may 
be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy.

Jan. 29 : Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
First Lesson: Micah 6:1-8 
Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 
Introduction to the readings: Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, 
they are those who do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For 
Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, 
they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, 
those who mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find 
our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural way of living and serving. 



PO Box 27 
11836 Hwy 42 
Ellison Bay, WI 54210

shepherdofthebay.org

The Parish Door monthly newsletter can be found in full color on our website, shepherdofthebay.org/
newsletters. If you would like to be added to the monthly email list, contact the church office at 920-854-2988 or 
sotboffice@yahoo.com. 
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