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A Stephen Ministry Congregation

This year’s theme for the 5 weeks of Lent is the 

Five Gifts of Discipleship.
 Living our Baptism means living a life nurtured by the faith practices 
of discipleship. Martin Luther taught that every morning we are to rise 
and say, “I am baptized into Christ” and then go about our daily life 
inspired, guided, and empowered by our baptism as we live a life made 
new by Christ and to continue in the covenant of our holy baptism: 
 to live among God’s faithful people, 
 to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
 to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word & deed, 
 to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
 and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 

 Our five-fold responses are actually five gifts from God—Spirit-filled 
gifts given to guide our walk in the newness of life in Christ.  
 Please join us as the Confirmation Class, along with Jeremy 
Schwab, leads us in midweek worship.  

All Services Preceded by a Warm Meal
Come and enjoy a good hot meal in the middle of winter which you don’t have to cook. Cost is 

$5.00 per person with children 12 and younger eating for free!  
There will be a different menu every Wednesday night starting with a soup and bread buffet on 

Ash Wednesday, March 1st. Other meals include Lasagna and Manicotti, Meatballs & Scalloped 
Potatoes, Taco bar, and Spaghetti with 3 different sauces. All meals include beverage and dessert. 

Lent Begins Wednesday, March 1st 
 Lent always begins with Ash Wednesday. Please join with us at 
7:00pm on March 1st for a traditional Ash Wednesday Service 
including wonderful music, choir anthem, The Imposition of Ashes 
and Holy Communion. 

All Meals Start at 6:00PM and the Services at 7:00PM



About Name Badges 
   Now that Shepherd of the Bay is about to welcome and install a new pastor, it is time for you to locate 
your name badge and prepare to wear it every Sunday—over 200 of you already have badges! 
   If you previously did not request a name badge, please sign up now so that these can be prepared. 
Sign up sheets will be available for the next several Sundays. 

Where do I store my name badge? 
Keep it with you—in your car, in your purse or any other special place where you’ll remember it. Do not 
leave it at church in a pile on the table in the narthex. The Worship and Music committee discussed this 
topic at length and concluded that badges should be kept by individuals—a rack at church is just not 
feasible:  

• We have too many members for a rack to be effective and convenient   
•  A rack would clutter the Narthex and we have made it a goal to declutter this area so that is more 
welcoming  
•  Temporary name badges are available for the times when you might mislay your permanent badge. 

   If you have any further questions about this project, please call Marilyn Peterson, name badge chair at 
(920)854-4657. 

The month of March is the last month of our transition from a vacant pulpit to welcoming Pastor Jim Honig and 
his wife Sheryl into our midst.  They will arrive in the midst of selling a home, buying another, moving 
possessions, and all the details that many of us know from personal experience.  And Shepherd of the Bay will be 
welcoming a new pastor, something we haven’t done for 27 years!  We used our transition time to become sharper 
and more focused, and I think it shows.  Now it’s time to be very thoughtful about Pastor Honig and Sheryl, and 
what they will need to acclimate to northern Door County. 

The month of March is also Lent, beginning with Ash Wednesday on March 1st.  Every Wednesday till Easter, 
there’ll be dinner at 6 and service at 7.  Invite your friends to join you.  Show your church off a little!  Our 
confirmation group, led by Jeremy Schwab, will create our worship experience for most of the services, so you’ll 
want to join us.  Thank you, Jeremy! 

I’m excited to report that our new wheelchair accessible van is here and delivering folks from Scand and back as 
well as youth for their activities.  Many thanks go to the members who designated funds for it, and to Dick Burress 
who headed up the project and found a great van at a great price. 
As we prepare for Pastor Honig’s arrival, please think about this:
A.  Accept that changes will be made, knowing you may not agree with everything.
     1. Give Jim and Sheryl a little time to settle in and then help them explore the Door.
     2. Discuss pros and cons with Pastor Honig, council members, and others.
     3. Bring forth your ideas, understanding Jim’s comfort zones.
     4. Support changes and pray for successful, needed change.
B.  Be an active member.
    1. Attend services whenever possible.
    2. Take part in a Bible study.
    3. Volunteer in at least two ways. Say “YES” when asked if it’s right for you.
    4. Live your faith in your daily life.
    5. Read a church periodical / faith based book.
 C.   Help Pastor Honig network
    1.  Encourage others to work with him, introduce him.
    2.  Be excited about the possibilities for our church.
    3.  Invite Pastor Honig and wife into your home or group to get to know each other.
    4.  Remember: Pastor Honig has hundreds of members and others to meet. We have only Jim and his wife, 
Sheryl to meet.

Thank you for your kind support!   Grace Rossman, president

A Note from the Council President …  
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News from the 

 MUSIC  CORNER
 Here are three upcoming musical events to enter into your 2017 calendar! Updates and more 
information will be posted on the Events page of our website, shepherdofthebay.org.

LENTEN REFLECTIONS   
Sunday, March 19 at 3:00 p.m.

The musicians of Shepherd of the Bay will present an hour-long program of music and words 
for the Lenten season.  The Sanctuary Choir under the direction of  Gladys Austgen, organist Greg 
Beem, pianists Judy and Carl Jackson, flutist Ava Hitzeman and other instrumental and vocal soloists 
will be featured in this Sunday afternoon presentation of music and readings.  As in previous years, 
this program will be a free event, open to members and friends of Shepherd of the Bay. No offering 
will be taken.  Please plan to join us for this afternoon of quiet Lenten Reflections.

LYRIC OPERA OF CHICAGO SINGERS 
          Saturday, May 27 at 7:00 p.m.
Our Chicago Lyric Opera friends Desirée Hassler, Pamela Williams, John Concepcion and 

Michael Cavalieri will join our own Judy Jackson in an evening of opera, musical theater and song.   
After a year’s absence from Shepherd of the Bay, these four talented performers will return to Door 
County to present an attractive program of vocal music to our audience.

KAREN BLACK, organist
Saturday, June 17 at 7:00 p.m.

Organist Karen Black will play an attractive and engaging Saturday evening concert on 
Shepherd’s magnificent Dobson instrument.  Dr. Karen Black is Professor of Music and College 
Organist at Wartburg College in Waverly, Iowa. This graduate of St. Olaf College went on to earn the 
Master of Music and Doctor of Music in organ performance and literature at Indiana University.  
Karen Black has held positions as Director of Music at Lutheran and Roman Catholic churches in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota  and in Indianapolis, Indiana  before accepting the position of the Rudi 
Inselmann Endowed Professor of Organ at Wartburg, where she also conducts the St. Elizabeth 
Chorale.

It has been a longstanding policy of Shepherd of the 
Bay to offer all our musical events freely to the community at 
large, accepting a good will offering from those who attend.   

There is always an opportunity for you to participate in 
these events, through sponsorship, receptions, hospitality and 
attendance.  

Please invite your friends and neighbors to share these 
concerts with you.  There is always room for you in the 
audience!
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 The Bylaws our WELCA unit states that one of our main objectives is to provide Christian 
Education.  We have two excellent Bible Studies that are lead by Ken Bergner and Vernamae Juel.  
The study sessions include deeper understanding and discussion of Bible verses and discussion of 
books written by leading Bible commentary scholars.  
 Ken's study begins at 9:00 a.m. on every Monday morning and meets in the Parlor.  
Vernamae's study begins at 1:00 on the third Tuesday of every month with meetings held in 
homes or in the Parlor.  All women of Shepherd of the Bay are welcome to attend and we encourage 
you to check them out and see if one or both are a Bible Study time that would work for you. 
 Thank You to Virginia Henz and Pat Smith for organizing and presenting the February 
Birthday Party at Scandia Village on February 23rd.  They bring joy and birthday fun for the month 
of February to the residents every year and their work is much appreciated. 
 40 DAYS OF GIVING begins on March 1 ( Ash Wednesday) and goes until Easter Sunday on 
April 16th.  Our challenge is for each member to give $1.00 each day for the ELCA's World Hunger 
Drive.  A box in the Narthex is provided for your donations with more information. 



MARCH  EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
MARCH 1 - APRIL 16 - 40 DAYS OF GIVING                                   
MARCH 6, 13, 20, 27  - KEN'S BIBLE STUDY - 9:00 A.M. - Parlor
MARCH 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 - MISSIONS PROJECTS - 9:15 - 2:00 - Fellowship Hall
NO BOARD MEETING IN MARCH
MARCH 16 - BOOK GROUP - 9:30 - PLACE TBA
MARCH 21 - VERNAMAE'S BIBLE STUDY - 1:00 - PLACE TBA 

MEALS MINISTRY –
 MEAL MINISTRY contact for MARCH is ALICIA KROPUENSKE - call 421-0528 or 
839-2559.  If you know a family or individual who could use our attention, please call Alicia.  
 If you would like you name to be added to the list of women willing to prepare and deliver meals, 
please call Pat Skogsbakken at 854-1133 or Cheri Boock at 920-421-1210. 

Cheri Boock – President of WELCA 
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Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministries’ newest resource offers a simple, powerful way to help 
those dealing with cancer.

Cancer—Now What?   is a book to give to those with cancer and their loved 
ones, helping them navigate the medical, emotional, relational, and spiritual 
challenges they may face.

All too often we hear that someone we know is facing cancer.  Maybe it’s a friend, relative, or 
neighbor – or a colleague, church member, patient, or client.

During such a difficult time, we want to reach out with care and assistance.  We want to offer 
help and hope.  Cancer—Now What? is easy to read, does not require one to read each and 
every chapter in order.  Read the chapter that is important to you at the present moment.

If you or someone else who would benefit from such a reference please talk to a Stephen 
Minister to receive a copy of this all important book.  Questions about this book contact Stan 
or Jane Whiteman.



NEW BUS!! 
Thank you to all of the donors who made the 
purchase of the new bus possible and to Dick 
Burress for taking charge of the research, 
purchase, and delivery. The Confirmation 
Class got to break it in going to the Junior 
High Youth Gathering in Appleton. 

Below: the Detective Theme Dinner at the 
JYG. Thank you Jeremy and Cindi Schwab 
for helping. 
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	 Spring is around the corner and March will be short. As per the calendar we will not be 
having Sunday School March 26th or April 2nd due to Gibraltar’s spring break and historical 
low attendance on the Sundays of spring break.  March 12th, will be Girl Scout Sunday so we 
will have Girl Scouts of all ages from our Sunday School class ushering and possibly reading 
during the service.

Thank you to Scott /Cathy Henry, Mary Beth Mead, Eloise Lindem, John Fitzgerald, Josh Kropuenske, 
Peter Kordon, and Dick Burress for helping with the pancake breakfast.  Thank you to Thrivent for 
funds towards the pancake breakfast and thanks to everyone who supported the youth  with a donation 
at the pancake breakfast and to the Piggly Wiggly for donating the batter. 

Sunday School from Carol AshSunday School News 
by Lynne Buchner 

Pancake 
Breakfast



Youth and Family Ministry News 
from Jane Burress

From Youth and Family Ministry News 
from Jane
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Wonderful Wednesday Kids making quilts for 
senior graduates. Thank you Jane Whiteman 
for help with cutting the quilts. 

Little Lambs Valentine’s Party.

Breaking the fast after 30 hours. Thank 
you Alicia Kropuenske, Heather 
Anderson, and Mary Beth Mead for 
helping with the 30 hour famine.  Thank 
you to all who supported the youth and 
donated to World Vision. Money is still 
coming in. 

30 Hour Famine kids Volunteering at Bargains 



Guatemala Mission Trip
Shepherd of the Bay will be sending a 

mission team to Guatemala for the 4th straight 
year. They will be serving from March 10-18, 
2017 in Chichicastango along side Peace 
Lutheran Church from Antigo, WI. 

We will build homes for widows, repair 
homes, install efficient cooking stoves, water 
filter systems, solar lights and give solar 
powered audio Bibles in the Mayan’s native 
language to the families. We will also help with 
the children’s feeding programs, food 
distribution and shoe giveaway. 

But most of all we will share the love of 
God as we interact with the families and 
children. Please keep us in your prayers for 
safe travels and pray for the families we will be 
serving.

Follow us on Facebook for daily updates 
and watch our bears find their forever homes!

You are invited every Thursday at 9:15am. If you 
can tie knots, like those in the photo, you can help.  
Come prepared for a fun, social event. We quilt for 
an hour or so, and then have coffee for everyone in 
the building. Then we quilt for a while longer until 
it is time for lunch. After lunch, we finish whatever 
is left and usually are done by around 2pm.  

Come and try it - You will like it !!!

Social 6 
	 SHEPHERD OF THE BAY SOCIAL 6 
groups continue to meet during the month of 
March.  They are enjoying meeting together 
for a meal and wonderful Christian Fellowship.  
During  January, February and March, four 
SOCIAL 6 Groups were formed according to 
the months they are spending in Door County. 
 New groups will be formed for MAY, 
JUNE and JULY with a slight change in the 
format of these groups.  Be sure to sign up and 
if you have never joined a group, give it some 
thought - you will find that you will enjoy the 
fellowship and get to know your fellow church 
members much better.

Come Join the Knotty Quilters! 

 CARING SHEPHERDS is a Shepherd of 
the Bay outreach ministry for homebound 
members to help them stay connected with the 
church.  Dick Luther and Ken Bergner are doing 
the videoing of our church services for the 
months of February and March.  These videos 
are distributed to members who cannot attend 
church on a regular basis along with a short 
visit or a written note.  Keith Wickert and Carol 
Omernick have been doing the downloading and 
burning of discs for February and March.  Carol 
downloads the sermons on You Tube and on the 
SHEPHERD OF THE BAY WEBSITE (check it out).  

 If you know of someone who could use 
the services of the CARING SHEPHERDS, please 
contact Cheri Boock or Carol Omernick.  The 
committee is also looking for anyone who would 
like to join the committee - please contact 
Cheri Boock.


Be shepherds of God’s flock…  
                                    1 Peter 5:2a 
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Shepherd of the Bay Lutheran Council Meeting— February 20, 2017
Present: Grace Rossman, Holly Thomas, Jenny Sitte, Alicia Kropuenske, Greg Casperson, Ron Hupe, Barb 
Meyer, Carl Jackson.  Absent:  John Skogsbakken, Scott Henry

The Council meeting opened in prayer at 6:00pm.  

We welcomed Jenny Sitte & Barb Meyer as new council members, along with John Skogsbakken who was 
absent. 

Dick Burress reported on the new bus.  The bus was delivered in time for the Confirmation Class to take it to 
their youth retreat.  Dick talked about possibly expanding the use of the bus to be more of an outreach.  A huge 
Thank You goes out the 16 families that donated and also to the anonymous donor that gave $40,000 toward 
the bus purchase. 

Council Officers were voted upon.  Grace Rossman as President, Holly Thomas as Vice President, Alicia 
Kropuenske as Secretary. These positions were voted upon unanimously.  Motion passed to accept Council 
Officers.  Ron Hupe will continue in the appointed position of Treasurer with Cindi Schwab as an assistant.   
Motion made by Greg Casperson, second by Alicia Kropuenske to accept the appointed position of Treasurer.
The January council minutes were reviewed with a motion made by Greg Casperson to approve as corrected, 
second by Holly Thomas.  Motion accepted.

Treasurer Ron Hupe presented the treasurer’s report for month ending January 31, 2017.  The report included 
the Balance Sheet & revenue statement.  Giving was up for the month of January while expenses were down, a 
good start to 2017.  Motion made by Greg Casperson to accept the report, second by Kropuenske.  Motion 
accepted.

President Grace Rossman reported that the Pastoral transition is almost done and we are looking forward to the 
arrival of Pastor Honig.  The supply Pastors are all set up to get us through the month of March including Ash 
Wednesday.  Grace thanked Open Hearth Lodge for providing discounted lodging for our supply Pastors.  

The Property & Grounds report was given by Greg Casperson.  The humidifier is in place and working well.  
Joel Thomas is working on getting roofing & siding quotes.  The committee is working on getting a core group 
of people that can work on small projects around the Church.

Worship & Music report was given by Carl Jackson.  The confirmation class will be leading the Wednesday 
night Lenten services which will be held at 7:00pm with a meal served prior at 6:00pm.  The choir was been 
very stable and doing a wonderful job.  There is discussion of changing the choir practice day to Wednesday.  
The Lyric Quartet will be performing over Memorial Day Weekend.  There will be approximately three organ 
concerts throughout the year.

Education & Youth report was submitted by Jane Burress via email.  Little Lambs had a Valentines party, 
Wonderful Wednesday kids made blankets for graduates, Confirmation Youth attended a youth gathering in 
Appleton and the Senior High participated in the 30 hour famine.  The pancake breakfast brought in $1,000.  
Thanks for all who helped out and donated. 

Discussion was led by Greg Casperson to think about ways that we could realign several of our committees to 
help serve our Congregation better. The discussion was tabled to next month to give us time to brainstorm and 
include the two missing Council members. 
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Motion made by Alicia Kropuenske to accept the committee reports, second by Greg Casperson.  Motion 
accepted.

The Church received a request from Northern Door Ministerial Association to purchase advertising space for 
Earth week.  Council discussed and no action was taken. 

Money from the sale of the old fellowship hall chairs will go back into the general fund to offset the costs of the 
new table and chairs.  

There was discussion about civility within our congregation.  As we continue to grow and change at Shepherd 
of the Bay, we ask that everyone be supportive of each other.  If someone is new to volunteering, please be 
supportive and act in a Christian way even if you don’t agree with how things are being done.  We need to 
remember to show unity and support for each other in our Church.

Meeting was adjourned at7:25.  Next Meeting will be Monday March 20, 2017.

Respectfully submitted, 
Alicia Kropuenske, Shepherd of the Bay Church Council Secretary

Note: These are draft minutes that shall be approved, amended or corrected at the next regular council meeting

Please fill out the survey below from the Northern Door Health & Wellness 
Ministry. It will help them with the need in our community. You can return it to 

Shepherd of the Bay Church. Thank You!



Readers :
Ushers :

Mar. 5 OPEN
Mar. 12 Girl Scouts
Mar. 19 Werner & Sue Krause
Mar. 26 Werner & Sue Krause

April 2 OPEN
April 9 OPEN
April 16 Bob & Sharon Pluff 
April 23 OPEN
April 30 OPEN

  Early Service         Late Service
Mar. 5 Scott Henry   Scott Henry
Mar. 12 Myrma Howard   Scott Henry
Mar. 19 Lyle Amundson   Lori Pothast
Mar. 26 Ron Stromen   Marilyn Peterson

April 2 Dan Farwell   Karl Omernick
April 9 Carolyn Hitzeman   Ben Pothast
April 16 Jan Stromen
April 23
April 30 Gloria Serkland

 

If you are available to usher at 
the 9:00am service, please sign 
up on the bulletin board in back 
of church or call the office at 
920-854-2988. 

Altar Guild :
March - Carol Williams

April - Bob & Sharon Pluff
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Memorials 
Donna Nelson (Memorials designated to the Music Fund and Organ Endowment)

Chris & Carol Ash Gladys Austgen Don Buchholz Dick & Jane Burress
Robert & Joan Carlson George & Sharon Cobb Phyllis Fitzgerald Gen Follingstad
Larry & Lisa Fruit Roberta Gaides Bonnie Hanson Virginia Hanson
Virginia Henz Dennis Hinz Lucille Kostka Roberta Kutlik
Merlin & Carol Lang Eloise Lindem      Ross Newman Myron & Pat Marlett 
David Repanich Roger Rice Patrick Simpson Dick & Penny Scheller 
Gene & Cindy Smith Ron & Jan Stromen Margaret Utzat Dennis & Lisa Voight

Jon Peterson
Dick & Jane Burress Sharon Colbeck Judy Fleisehman Julius Fliehler
Paul Fliehler Patricia Reeves Frederick & Alice Schleg
Karen Russell



PO Box 27 
11836 Hwy 42 
Ellison Bay, WI 54210

The Parish Door

Midweek Lenten Services
Wednesdays, March 1 - April 5, 2017

6:00pm Meal & 7:00pm Service 

Lenten Reflections Concert
Sunday, March 19, 2017 @ 3:00pm



Lessons and Prayers
March 5: First Sunday in Lent 
First Lesson: Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 
Second Lesson :Romans 5:12-19 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11 
Introduction to the readings: Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ 
temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis 
of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time 
of intense preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter 
Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the 
heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. 
Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to 
nourish us for the days ahead.

March 12: Second Sunday in Lent 
First Lesson: Genesis 12:1-4a 
Second Lesson: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
Holy Gospel: John 3:1-17 
Introduction to the readings: In today’s gospel Jesus tells 
Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the 
font we are given a new birth as daughters and sons of God. 
As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God 
promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship 
we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world. 

March 19: Third Sunday in Lent 
First Lesson: Exodus 17:1-7 
Second Lesson:Romans 5:1-11 
Holy Gospel: John 4:5-42 
Introduction to the readings: In today’s gospel the 
Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst 
for God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s grace 
flowing from the waters of baptism. As we journey to the 
resurrection feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath, and 
meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. 

March 26: Fourth Sunday in Lent 
First Lesson: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Second Lesson: Ephesians 5:8-14 
Holy Gospel:  John 9:1-41 
Introduction to the readings: Baptism is sometimes called 
enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the 
man born blind healed by Christ. I was blind, but now I see, 
declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the 
truth of who we are: God’s beloved sons and daughters. As 
David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our 
head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ 
in our daily lives. 

March Coffee Hour Group
Co-Chairs: Suzi Hass  421-1379 
 Ron & Janet Stromen 854-4427
   
Don Buchholz 854-6051
Alysanne Burkhardt 854-4149
Robert & Joan Carlson 854-2419
Carol Champeau 854-4578 
Sharon Donegan 854-9320
Gen Follingstad 854-4355
Jackie Hoekstra 854-4582
Lorraine Hoyt 854-5673
Don & Donna Koepsel               854-9489
Eloise Lindem 854-4458
Vicki Michelsen & Jay Olson 421-2161
Jody & Heather Olson 854-2353
Gordon & Judy Reeves                  (920) 495-7372
Sherry Wilson 421-0431

April Coffee Hour Group
Co-chair: Lon & Ruth Kopitzke 854-2469
Stan & Jane Whiteman 868-2997
 
Jim & Kristi Appel 421-0377
Steve & Julia Chomeau 854-9543
Collin & Jennifer Dahl 854-7979
Don & Lynn Hanson 839-9601 
Virginia Henz 854-2164
Sandra Olson 421-1657
Carl & Pat Lee 854-5345
Judy Nelson 854-2507
Lynn Pluff 421-2205
Glen & Grace Rossman 854-5574
Russell & Marianne Smith 854-9471
Jeni Tveten 854-5740
Stan & Jane Whiteman 868-2997
Jerry & Joan Zaug     854-5281 
Terry & Linda Zielke 854-2775


