Sunday, July 19, 2026 - Eight Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to worship at Shepherd of the Bay. If you are visiting today, Hello! We are so glad you are here. Whether you are here for a week,
a month, or the whole summer season, we hope you will find this community a warm and welcoming spiritual home while you're in Door
County. If you have questions, please ask. If you are interested in a formal affiliation with Shepherd of the Bay, contact Pastor Honig.

Enter to worship. As the prelude begins, worshippers are encouraged to conclude conversation
and quietly prepare to enter into the experience of worship.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Flowers today are in honor of Virginia Henz s birthday from her Junior Choir members.

(Congregation recites bold print responses.)

The assembly stands

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
HYMN 689 Praise and Thanksgiving

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: Faithful God, most merciful judge,
you care for your children with firmness and compassion.
By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8

P: The Word of the Lord C: Thanks be to God

The assembly is seated

CHOIR Shout to the Lord Darlene Zschech, arr. Mark Hayes (2001 Integrity Hillsong Publishing)

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25

P: The Word of the Lord C: Thanks be to God

The assembly stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

GOSPEL : Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
C: Glory to you, O Lord

P: The Gospel of the Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ



The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY
HYMN 736 God, the Sculptor of the Mountains

The assembly stands.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Congregational response to

P. God of grace,

C. hear our prayer.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the wheat. Where we trade grace for

judgment, restore us, and where we get lost among the complexities of life, guide us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans, microscopic plants and
animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s dedication to hope for what we do not yet see. God

of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in righteousness. Renew the hearts of

all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely toward the flourishing of all. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted by war, eviction, global
climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness to their character, or illness or injury. (We pray

especially for . . .) God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers, daycare professionals, librarians,
summer school educators and coaches, teachers preparing for the coming academic year, and youth becoming

first-time babysitters. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and places. We give you thanks

for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun in your presence. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you,
through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

We remember especially those whom we name aloud... Linda Anderson, Carole Bergner, Hanna Michalsen,
Carenna Reisen, Braden Sitte, Barbara Zilavy, and all whom we remember in our hearts and lift before you...
(silence for reflection) ...



SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY

The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,

so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

COMMUNION DIALOG

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near.

Come, share in the feast!

And everybody, everybody, everybody is welcome here.

About Communion: This is Christ’s table and meal of grace! All are welcome! Ushers will guide you forward.
Receive the bread (gluten free available); wine or white grape juice is received from a cup from the gold tray..If you
have difficulty coming forward for the distribution, please let one of the ushers know and they will ask the pastor to

bring you communion in the pew. Children may come forward for a blessing



The assembly is seated.

LAMnB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN
HYMN 474  Bread of Life from Heaven

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
HYMN 679 For the Fruit of All Creation

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

DEPART TO SERVE

POSTLUDE
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