
Sunday, January 28, 2024  - The  Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Enter to worship. As the prelude begins, worshippers are encouraged to conclude conversation 

 and quietly prepare to enter into the experience of worship.

PRELUDE     Liturgical Improvisation No. 1 - George Oldroyd (1948 Oxford University Press)

(Assembly responses are in bold print) 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Flowers today are from Scott & Marcia Eckdahl. 

GATHERING HYMN 
HYMN 660 Lift High the Cross

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
creator of darkness and light, 
word of truth, 
wind sweeping over the waters. 
 Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our rock and refuge, 
we pour out our hearts before you.
We have known you but have not always loved you.
We have wounded one another and sinned against you.
We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. 
Remember your covenant.
Renew your creation.
Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all.
Amen.

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: 
The time of grace is now. 
In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 
By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are God’s beloved. 

Amen.

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  Let us pray: Compassionate God, 

you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually reveal your Son 
as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, 
that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
… 

P: The Word of the Lord C: Thanks be to God

The assembly stands. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

CHOIR Write Your Word Upon My Heart Lloyd Larson (2001 Alfred Publishing)  

The assembly is seated 

P: The Gospel of the Lord     C: Praise to you, O Christ

GOSPEL : Mark 1:21-28 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
… 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

 P: The Word of the Lord  C: Thanks be to God



HYMN OF THE DAY 
HYMN 620 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds

     The assembly is seated. 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 

The assembly stands.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 	

	 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 	
	 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 

judge the living and the dead.


I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

	 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,


	the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.


APOSTLE’S CREED 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Congregational response to  
 P. God of grace,     

C.  receive our prayer.  

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 
 A brief silence 

Loving God, we pray that your example of teaching with confidence and authority builds up your church in 
love. May all church leaders and teachers honor your instruction and model your inclusive ways. God of 
grace, 

receive our prayer.

Renewing God, we pray for all of creation, that waterways flow clean and clear, natural spaces are protected, 
and our planet is healed. Let us commit to thoughtful care of the earth. God of grace, 

receive our prayer.

Justice-seeking God, we pray for those in government and community leadership, that they lead with honor 
and mindfulness. May they remember their covenants and be upright in their ways. God of grace, 

receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, we pray for all in need, especially those who have known rejection, any who struggle 
with long-term illness or chronic pain, those without access to safe housing or health care, and any who suffer. 
We remember especially those whom we name aloud... Carole Bergner, Wally Brandt, Julie Carlson, Sharon 
Cobb, Gary Doudna, Susan Fischer Raddatz, Mike Glowacki, Don Howard, Carl Jackson, Connie 
Kretzmann, Lisa Munao, Carenna Reisen, Sandy Weckler, and all whom we remember in our hearts and lift 
before you … (silence for reflection)  God of grace, 

receive our prayer.

Still-speaking God, we pray for our congregation, for its artists and musicians, for its educators and caregivers, 
that all gifts are used to care for those in need and to live out your example of accompaniment, gospel witness, 
and love. God of grace, 

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal God, we remember all who have been teachers, mentors, and companions in the church and in our 
lives (especially Thomas Aquinas whom we commemorate today). We trust that all who have died rest in your 
loving care. God of grace, 

receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of our hearts in the 
name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen.



The assembly is seated. 
OFFERING 

OFFERTORY   How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds - William Greene  
       (2016 Concordia Publishing House) 

    The assembly stands. 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. 
In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 
Meet us at this table, 
that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, 
in whose name we pray..  

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,  
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
  
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all 
things for our salvation. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The assembly is seated.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Giver of every gift, 
Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 
Raise us to life by your power 
for the benefit of all and to your glory, 
now and forever. 
 Amen.  

BLESSING 
God who names you, 
Christ who claims you, 
and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 
☩ bless you and remain with you always.. 

Amen.

About Communion: This is Christ’s table and meal of grace! All are welcome! Ushers will guide you forward. Receive the 
bread (gluten free available); wine or white grape juice is received from a cup from the gold tray..If you have difficulty coming 
forward for the distribution, please let one of the ushers know and they will ask the pastor to bring you communion in the pew. 
Children may come forward for a blessing.

     The assembly stands. 

LAMB OF GOD

Meditative Music for Communion



SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 
 Thanks be to God. 

DEPART TO SERVE 

ANNUAL MEETING
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