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Annual 
Congregational 

Meeting
Please join us for the 

Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
January 29 at 10:30am (after 
the 9:30am service. There will 
be no coffee hour). The 
Annual Report for 2022, 
which includes reports from 
the committees of the 
Church, will be available on 
Sunday, Jan. 22 for you to 
look over before the meeting.

Cereal Box Challenge  
The Children and Youth want to collect over 250 boxes 
of cereal as part of their Mission project for the Door 
County Food Coalition! You can donate a box of cereal 
until December 4th! Following 9:30 a.m. Worship, join 
us for our annual Advent Workshop, as we watch our 
cereal boxes fall like Dominoes!   
  

Come to Fellowship Hall for the 
 Annual Advent Workshop!! 

All ages are invited to the fellowship hall a3er the Dec. 4th 
service. Come for Christmas treats, Coffee, and Hot Chocolate! 

•Create a Paper Chain Advent Calendar! 
•Try your hand at Christmas Puzzles! 
•Create an Ornament to take home! 
•Discover what a “Chrismon” Tree is! 
•ParGcipate in the “Domino” Cereal Box Challenge! 
•Visit the “library” of Children’s Christmas books to borrow! 
•Visit the “Fair Trade/Equal Exchange” mini shop and 
purchase a gi3 for someone you love! 
•Visit the “Photo Booth” and create a Christmas Card! 

https://www.shepherdofthebay.org/weekly-services-1


Pr. Jim Honig
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The season of Advent is upon us, the time of getting ready for the birth of the One sent to safe us 
and the whole world. While it’s a quaint story, it’s also a story of great power, great vulnerability, and 
great disruption. Give pause to this line from the song of praise Mary sang when the angel 
announced to her that she would give birth to the Anointed One:


Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him 
from generation to generation. 
(Luke 1: 48b-50) 

Despite the challenges and vulnerability she faced, Mary could glimpse the scale and scope of the 
good news she was part of bringing forth. This good news transcends time and space—it was and is 
bigger than just her. Christ is coming for collective liberation: God’s redemption is at work for years 
to come. Therefore, the promise is meant to be lived out and passed on from generation to 
generation.


And so, that becomes the theme for this year’s Advent observance, From Generation to Generation. 


You will be invited to look at the characters in our scriptures and wonder: 

What did each character pass on or contribute? How did each character participate in God’s 
liberation and love? Which characters try to thwart God’s justice and what can we learn from them? 
What is our role now? What is our generation’s task? What will we carry forth, and what should we 
leave behind?


The root word of “generation” is “gen” meaning “origin” or “birth.” Our theme is also a call to action: 
what are we being called to generate or bring forth? What have your ancestors and those who have 
come before you passed on for you to continue? Who are the spiritual elders in your life and in our 
church community who planted the seeds for the things that are now blooming? What seeds are you 
planting for the future?


From Generation to Generation… reminds us of the ways our lives, histories, actions, and stories are 
interconnected and woven together. In the midst of narratives, policies, and rhetoric designed to 
divide us, what does it look like to practice belonging to one another? The work of God is always 
unfolding— in and through us. This Advent season, how will we carry it forth?

Thriving Congregation Update 
	 During November, the Thriving Congregation Team continued its work. Joe Megan did our 
monthly temple talk update. We updated the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall hallway. The right 
side of  the bulletin board will now contain information on the work of  the Thriving Congregation 
team. Check it regularly for updates.  
	 We continued to do one-on-one meeting with people in the congregation. These meetings last 
about 20 minutes and we gather history, information, and ideas for the future of  the church in the 
community.  
	 We are looking to double the size of  the team. If  you would like more information, please talk 
to any of  the following team members: Raetta Mirgain, Gretchen Farwell, Vicki Amundsen, Les 
Keepper, Tara Torkelson, Joe Megan, or Grace Rossman.



  C
O

RN
ER

FROM  THE  MUSIC
December	–	Family,	Friends,	Fellowship,	Memories,	Anticipation,	Hopes	

I	love	the	month	of	December.		The	darkened	days	are	7illed	with	bright,	sparkling	lights.		The	tree		
branches	are	adorned	with	heavy	white	snow.		Kitchens	emit	delicious	aromas,	beckoning	us	to	come	
	have	a	freshly	baked	cookie	or	invite	us	to	a	beautiful	table	laden	with	all	our	favorite	foods.	

Come,	Lord	Jesus,	be	our	Guest,	
and	may	these	gifts	to	us	be	blest.	

Carol	Spomer,	Lafayette,	Colorado 

December	is	a	time	when	families	decorate	their	homes	for	the	holidays,	7inding	the	perfect	tree	in	the	7ield	
(or	at	a	store	or	in	the	attic),	bringing	it	into	the	living	room	and	7illing	its	branches	with	lights	and	
ornaments	and	candy	canes	and	tinsel	and	angels.		Strands	of	popcorn	or	cranberries	may	weave	
themselves	around	the	lighted	branches,	transforming	an	ordinary	tree	into	an	edible	feast	for	the	eyes.	

Lord,	we	ask	You		to	bless	this	family	
with	a	warm	place	by	the	?ire		when	the	world	is	cold;	

a	light	in	the	window		when	the	day	is	dark;	
a	welcoming	smile		when	the	road	is	long;	
a	haven	of	love		when	the	day	is	done.	

For	the	blessing	of	this	home			
and	this	food,	
we	give	thanks. 

John	Wesolowski,	Toledo,	Ohio 

December	contains	the	season	of	Advent	and	points	to	our	ever-renewing	hope	in	Jesus.		We	use	these	days	
to	prepare	ourselves	for	the	birth	our	Savior,	to	focus	on	the	true	meaning	of	these	weeks	of	candles	and	
incense,	redirecting	our	thoughts	back	to	the	simple	but	elegant	meaning	of	the	season:		HE	IS	BORN,	THE	
DIVINE	CHRISTCHILD!			

And	so	we	wait,	with	quiet	anticipation,	to	celebrate	God’s	gift	to	us	all,	the	gift	that	comes	without	wrapping	
paper	and	ribbon,	without	riches	or	fanfare,	but	in	the	most	humble	of	circumstances	–	a	baby	in	a	manger,	
wrapped	in	cloth	and	lying	on	a	bed	of	straw,	surrounded	by	His	adoring	family.		HE	IS	BORN,	THE	DIVINE	
CHRISTCHILD!	

Come,	Thou	Long-Expected	Jesus	
Charles	Wesley	and	W.	Walker,	Southern	Harmony,	1835 

Come,	thou	long-expected	Jesus,		born	to	set	thy	people	free;	
from	our	fears	and	sins	release	us;		let	us	?ind	our	rest	in	thee.	
Israel’s	strength	and	consolation,		hope	of	all	the	earth	thou	art,	

dear	desire	of	ev’ry	nation,		joy	of	ev’ry	longing	heart.	

Born	thy	people	to	deliver,		born	a	child,	and	yet	a	king;	
Born	to	reign	in	us	forever,		now	thy	gracious	kingdom	bring.	
By	thine	own	eternal	Spirit		rule	in	all	our	hearts	alone;	

By	thine	all-suf?icient	merit		raise	us	to	thy	glorious	throne.	

May	this	season	of	birth	and	renewal	be	7illed	with	love,	friends,	family,	wonderful	memories	and	comfort	
and	joy. 

Come,	Lord	Jesus,	be	our	Guest,	
and	may	these	gifts	to	us	be	blest. 

Blessings	to	you	in	this	season	of	preparation,	joy	and	promise,	
Judith	Jackson,	Sanctuary	Choir	Director	and	Principal	Pianist 
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WELCA Book Selections for Monthly Book 
Group 

       All meetings will begin at 9:30am, the 3rd Thursday 
of the month. Please contact Gretchen Farwell if you have 
any questions regarding the Book Group and its 
meetings. 

Monday, December 12 
Ciszek, Walter.  He Leadeth Me. Ciszek was captured in 
World War II by the Russian army and spent 23 years in 
a Soviet prison. His Christian faith sustained him. There 
are no copies in our library system, but it is available on 
Amazon and also as an electronic book. We will meet at 
the Sister Bay Stella Maris church from 10-11am with 
their book group. 

Thursday, December 15  
Henry, Patti Callahan. Becoming Mrs. Lewis; The 
Improbable Love Story of Joy Davidman and C.S. Lewis. 
2018 – This is a novel. 2018. C.S. Lewis is the famous 
British lay theologian who wrote, among other works, the 
Chronicles of Narnia. 

January 19, 2023 

  - Kadish, Rachel. The Weight of Ink. 2017. Two stories 
intertwined – one set in pre-Plague London (1665-66) 
where a woman from Amsterdam is transcribing papers 
for a blind Jewish rabbi and also a contemporary story 
set in Boston where a young woman student is 
summoned to help with the cache of 17th-century papers 
discovered in her friend’s home. 

WELCA Prayer Chain
The WELCA Prayer Chain 

continues to serve all the members and 
friends of SOTB for prayer requests. 
To send a Prayer Request:
  1. Send an email to Cheri Boock at 
cheriboock@gmail.com
  2. State the request with wording that 
you want for the request. Make sure you 
have received permission from he 
person in need of the request.
  3. The request will be sent when 
received by Cheri.
  4. The Prayer Chain members always 
are glad to receive a report of how the 
person is doing as they are sending out 
their prayers, so if you request a prayer 
for someone, please let us know how 
that person is doing.

If you want to be included as a 
recipient of the Prayer Chain, and pray 
for those in need, contact Cheri Boock at 
920-854-5493 or cell 920-421-1210 or 
the above email. 

Grace Rossman – President of SOTB Unit 
Women of the ELCA
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Amazon Smile
Do you shop on Amazon? Did you know 

that Amazon has a donation program called 
Amazon Smile? Just make sure to go to 
smile.amazon.com each time you shop through 
Amazon and choose Shepherd of the Bay Lutheran 
Church, Ellison Bay, WI as your charity, and 
Amazon will donate a percentage of your purchase 
to us. Easy with no additional cost to you! 

If you prefer using the Amazon App, update 
to the newest version and you can shop Amazon 
Smile through the app without having to go on the 
website.

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=522NB55WCYLJ&K=1UOUV9FMVZ6XW&M=urn:rtn:msg:20200611140344e25898b4599a4031a0a9a05bfcd0p0na&R=30A58VVH7B7IK&T=C&U=http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1028825&H=ZTLZUKHRDRP2SGRH4JPMMFQXCMWA


High School Youth  
 The Annual Baking Blitz!!  Date to be determined by YOU! Watch your email, facebook, and text messages!   
Pies to take home, sugar cookies and decoraGng with sprinkles!  The Advent Journey, and 2023 Calendar will 
be distributed!   

Confirma3on 
     The SOTB van will pick up our students at 
Gibraltar, on the following dates in December!   
December 7, 14, and 21!  No class on the 28th.  

Christmas program rehearsal Saturday, 12/10 
from 10:00 to 12:00 noon.  Program begins at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday morning 12/11. 

Youth and Family Ministry News
from Lynda Pietruszka

   720-227-4079  or sotb.lynda@gmail.com

From Youth and Family Ministry News 
from Jane

Sunday School 
 This year we will meet up at the Children’s 
Message within worship, and head up to Sunday 
School a3er!   

December 4,  God’s Peaceful World  - Isaiah 11:1-10 
December 11th,  The Children’s Christmas Program 
December 18th,  The Angel’s Visit  - Mabhew 1:18-25 
December 25th,  Jesus is Born  -  Luke 2:1-20  

LiAle Lambs 
 Lible Lambs gather every Wednesday 
morning from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. at SOTB!  All 
parents, or care providers, and their lible ones 
(infants through prek) are Welcome!  Each hour 
includes free play, Bible story, music, snack, and 
art to take home!  For safety measures, and so we 
may keep in touch, please be sure to complete a 
registraGon form.  Safety protocols remain in 
place, and are updated as needed.  

Wed., December 7th,   My Friends 
Wed. December 14th,  Happy Birthday Jesus Party  
 and Luncheon! 
Wed., December 21st,  We celebrate Jesus is Born! 
Wed., December 28th,  No Lible Lambs today,  

Merry Christmas! 

Wonderful Wednesdays 
“Building God’s Kingdom” 

For school children grades 1-6, ride the Shepherd of 
the Bay van, each first and third Wednesday of the 
month! (If we reach capacity, we will ask for carpool 
with driver and background check). Parents be sure to 
check for updated registraGon, and to sign your child 
out each night at 5:30 pick up! 

Wed, December 7th,  Let’s Get Ready for Christmas!  
Including a dress rehearsal for the Children’s 
Christmas Program!  

Wed, December 21st,  It’s our Wonderful Wednesday 
Christmas Party!   

Come join us for the Children’s Christmas Program!! 
Sunday, December 11th at the 9:30 worship service, the Children’s Christmas program, “Twas the Night Before 
Christmas”.  Come sing with us, and witness a bit of a twist on this classic story; as the NaGvity unfolds!   
If you are involved in the Christmas program, don’t forget the rehearsal on Saturday, 12/10 from 10-Noon.  

Christmas Eve 4pm and/or 7pm worship service 
Christmas Day  9:30 a.m.  Good morning Jesus!   
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Building and Grounds Committee
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The Building and Grounds Commibee is looking for a new member, ladies you are welcome. New 
perspecGves are always welcome. Contact Tom Tuble if you are interested.  

Flood Lights – The Gmer for the Bell Tower lights has been replaced and the lights are now working. Thank 
you, Gerry Swanson. They turn on at dusk and turn off at 11pm nightly. As reported last month, the ground 
and parking lot lights turn on at dusk and off at 8pm on Wednesday (ConfirmaGon) and Thursday (Choir 
pracGce) nights. This project is now finished. 

Bus Barn – New rubber threshold weather seals have been installed under each of the 3 garage doors in an 
abempt to keep them from freezing to the concrete as they have the last several winters. Entrance mats 
have also been placed inside each service door to prevent slipping during the winter.  

Narthex Water Fountain – The plumber has been noGfied. 

Na3vity – Has been setup out along the highway and will be lit nightly unGl midnight. 

Pollinator’s Field – The possibility of spreading milkweed and or wild flowers in some of the un-mowed field 
around the property to help the pollinators was discussed. If you have any suggesGons, please contact one of 
the Commibee members. Perhaps this could be a project for the youth. 

Sanctuary Humidifier – Eagle Mechanical has cleaned, tested and increased the humidity seong on the 
humidifier serving the sanctuary. Last year it struggled to maintain 20% humidity around the organ. Its 
performance will be monitored this winter to see if it does any beber. Replacing it could run $9000. 

AV System – The system has not been working very well the last couple of weeks. It started in June with 
repairing the processor. A3er having a “loaner” processor into October, our repaired processor was 
returned. When our processor was installed, I menGoned some nagging issues that we were having. The first 
was that the sanctuary screens occasionally do not turn on when the system was started. The second was 
the hanging choir microphones did not seem to adequately pick up the choir. We had been augmenGng 
them with the wireless microphones and stands. The third issue was losing the video signal to the 
livestream. The first step in the invesGgaGon was a Zoom call and computer share session. That resolved the 
livestream and choir microphone issues, but not the sanctuary screens. The next step was a service call on 
Friday, Nov 11th. I started the system before the Service Tech arrived and the screens did not turn on. The 
Service Tech arrived and said that he thought the problem was with the video switcher in the AV desk. 
Seeing that the screens were off he felt that confirmed his diagnosis. He determined that the switcher 
needed to be reset. Unfortunately, he used the factor reset switch and wiped out all the programming from 
both the factory and Camera Corner’s iniGal installaGon. 90 minutes later the factory programming was 
restored with the help of a factory representaGve phone call. The Camera Corner programing was now the 
issue. The Programmer was not available and the files that were supposed to be on Camera Corner’s shared 
drive, were not. That meant nothing on the AV desk worked. At the end of the day, we had no video and had 
to download a program onto my laptop that would allow me to adjust the volume of the microphones from 
my laptop. Tuesday, Nov 15th Camera Corner returned and got the video side of the system working again. 
Unfortunately, I was not present when they came and we do not have full funcGonality back. The bobom line 
is that this is sGll ongoing and will be resolved a3er Thanksgiving. 

Thomas Tuble - Chair Buildings and Grounds 
If you have any quesGons, concerns or suggesGons regarding the building or grounds, please feel free to menGon them 
to any of the Building and Grounds commibee members, Eloise Lindem, Karl Omernick, Joel Thomas, Scob Thies or 
me. If none of us are around, send me an email or drop a note in the message holder on the custodian’s closet door in 
the narthex (the door between the 2 restrooms). Thank you. 



Klaud’s Food Pantry 
As we enter the Winter cold and flu season help us to help our neighbors stay healthy by donating cleaning and 
personal care products.  Fresh and frozen food continue to also be a need. Any donations can be placed in the 
Pantry fridge. 
 Non-perishable needs include: 
Crackers  Soup (Chunky or soup with meat that can be eaten as a complete meal) 
Ensure Nutrition Drink Coffee   Juice  
Broth   Canned Meat  Frozen Dinners/Pizza 
Toiletries-toothbrushes, toothpaste, lotion, shampoo, conditioner, etc. 
Cleaning products-laundry detergent, hand sanitizer, hand soap, dish soap, toilet cleaner, surface cleaner, etc. 
 Perishable Needs: 
Fresh Fruit  Fresh Vegetables 
Milk  Eggs  Fresh Juice  Cheese  Yogurt 

Thank You !!
 As the holiday season is quickly approaching, I have been reflecting on this past year. 
I wanted to thank each and every one of you in our church family and beyond. I am 
overwhelmed by the love, prayers, financial support, and so much more that we have 
received as my daughter Carenna continues to battle her ongoing medical issues.  We could 
not have made it through without all of your support. Some of my fondest memories as a 
child come from experiences I had growing up in the Shepherd of the Bay family. I am 
thankful that my children get to have similar experiences and can feel the joy that comes 
from giving back to their community. This experience has humbled us all as we have now 
been on the receiving end. We are currently traveling to Milwaukee weekly for more testing 
and treatments. God is good! I wish you all a happy holiday season. 
Lots of Love 
The Reisen Family

The Friends of Klaud’s Pantry would like to thank everyone who has donated to food pantry 
this holiday season. We would especially like to thank Girl Scout Troop 4305. The second graders 
held a  Food Drive at the Piggly Wiggly on a Saturday before Thanksgiving. Because of their hard 
work and the generosity of the community, they collected more food than they or their leaders could 
count. They split the donations between Klaud’s Pantry, First Baptist Food Pantry, and Door of Life 
Food Pantry. The girls earned a patch for their effort.  Troop members include: Mila Kirschen, Greta, 
Maeve, Lou, Dakota, Lilah, and leaders Maria Jacobs and Kendall Koehler. Great Job! 
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Shepherd of  the Bay Council Meeting 
November 21, 2022  7:00PM 

 Present: Pastor Jim Honig, Dick Burress, President, Les Keepper, Lynda Pietruszka, Ron Hupe, Sue Daubner, 
Edee Madsen, Tara Torkelson, Vicki Amundson, Micky Swanson, with George Cobb and Trish Pierson on Zoom. 
Call to Order 
Opening Devotion – Tara Torkelson on “Why Being Thankful is a Powerful Way to Live”
 

Approval of Previous minutes from October 17, 2022- Motion made by Les Keepper to approve the minutes, 
second by Vicki Amundsen.  Motion carried.
 

Treasurers Report – Ron Hupe
  Presentation of 2023 budget and discussion of the same.  Discussed decreasing present insurance and 
increasing the deductible. Dobson organ is a fixture and part of the church insurance. Noted to check and make 
sure that the insured amount would be sufficient to replace the organ
  Proposed 2023 budget included discussion of closing part of the upstairs to conserve heat. 
  Discussed increasing the custodians salary.
  Benevolence Fund should grow as giving grows.  Will stay as is for 2023
  A donation has been requested by Lynda Pietruszka for Crossways Camping Ministries.
 

Administration
  Insurance on leased office equipment ( printer).  This is part of the church insurance.
  Discussed the need for an audit as we make the transition in the treasurer position.   A Financial Review was 
suggested rather than a much more expensive audit.
   The Finance Team recommended salary increases of 5% as suggested by synod guidelines.  It was 
recommended to increase the funding for Stephen Ministry. Motion to accept Treasurers Report by Sue Daubner, 
second by Tara Torkelson.  Motion carried.
Motion to accept Administration Report  by Dick Burress, second by Sue Daubner. Motion carried.
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS
 

Pastors Report
  Bishops assistant will be here on Tuesday, November 29.
Tuesday morning Bible class continues with a strong attendance.
  Preparation underway for Advent services
  Worship and Music Team decided to go back to 2 services for Christmas Eve this year, 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm, with 
7:00 pm being the traditional candlelight and carol service.
  Fall Giving Campaign has been ongoing for the past 3 weeks.  This weekend is Commitment Sunday. 
 

Worship and Music Committee
  Greg Beem is resigning from chairman for the Worship and Music  Committee.
  We are rekindling a relationship with Midsummer Music Festival with Allyson Fleck as the Executive Director of 
the organization.  She also has ties with Madison Strings  and will be bringing them up for a joint event with 
Gibraltar Schools.  Ms. Flick made a request that SOTB host Saturday activities to which the entire community will 
be invited to participate.  The Worship and Music Committee approved hosting this event.
Property and Grounds – Tom Tuttle
The timer for the bell tower has been replaced and are now working. They will turn off at 11 pm nightly and turn on 
at dusk.   Nativity set up this week.
   Garden Club – Discussed spreading milkweed and wildflower seeds  in some of the unmowed fields to help the 
pollinators. 

Building Maintenance
    Sanctuary Humidifier – Eagle Mechanical has cleaned, tested and increased humidity on the humidifier 
serving the sanctuary.  Last year it struggled to maintain 20% humidity around the organ.  Its performance will be 
monitored to see if it improves this year.  Replacing the humidifier could cost $9,000.00
    Narthex Water Fountain – leaking again, plumber has been called.

   AV system -  The AV system has had many ups and downs from June to now.  Problems still on going and 
will be resolved after Thanksgiving.
   Bus Barn  -  New rubber threshold weather seals have been installed under each of the 3 garage doors in 
an attempt to keep them from freezing to the concrete.  Entrance mats have also been placed inside each service 
door to prevent slipping during winter.

 



Education and Youth – Lynda Pietruszka 
  Daffodil fundraiser brought in $560.00, planted by Little Lambs, Wonderful Wednesday, High School and 
Confirmation kids.

  Community VBS is scheduled for June 12 -16, 2023

  Confirmation Camp at Image Dei is reserved for June 12 – 16, 2023.

  High School Youth Summer Trip through “Youthworks” to Niagara Falls set for July 8th through the 15th or 
16th. 

  Cut Up Club met to prepare items for children's advent season.  Lynda needs a budget line item for 2023 
in include meals, gifts, awards for volunteers.

   Lynda completed her Candidacy check list for the initial panel with the Synod.  Because of a bout with 
Covid, she was not able to attend the in-person “Exploring Your Call” but will attend online classes.

  Senior High Gathering postponed until Spring due to lack of registrations.

  Monthly Zoom meeting with Lynda’s Synod “Faith Formation” met to discuss similarities and challenges 
we face with low attendance in church and programming.

December highlights include Advent Workshop for entire church family on December 4, Cereal Box 
Challenge for the DC food collection and Children's Christmas program on Sunday, December 11. 

 

Motion to approve Committee Reports made by Les Keepper and seconded by George Cobb.  Motion 
carried.

 

OLD BUSINESS 
 Thriving Congregation Update – meeting Tues Nov 22.

  Discussion of Council recruitment

  Update on transfer of Treasurers responsibilities

   Discussion of an offer from a member to fund a mental health initiative. Council recommended that we 
continue to place our effort and energy in the Thriving Congregations initiative.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 
  Discussion on church committees and responsibilities of each.  A small sub-committee will meet to clarify 
the organizational structure and report back to the council at the next meeting

   Discussion on proposal to conduct occasional blood pressure checks at church by qualified individuals.  
Council agreed to proposal.

 

The next Council meeting will be held at 6:00 PM on December 19.

Conclusion

Lord’s Prayer

Adjourn 


Respectfully submitted, Sue Daubner, Secretary
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Button Pushers Need! 
Can you push a button? Can you sit (in 

your home or at church), watch a screen for 
about one hour, then push the same button 
again? 

Ok, that may be a slight over 
simplification of the live-streaming process of 
the church service each Sunday. But if this 
intrigues you, come and talk to Carol 
Omernick in the church office. I could really 
use your help. The only requirement is a 
decent internet connection. 

Fair Trade Coffee is Back!!!
Looking for the perfect Christmas 

Stocking Stuffer or Hostess Gift this holiday 
season?  We have a fresh batch of Fair 
Trade Coffee, Tea, Hot Chocolate and 
Chocolate Bars from Serrv. We also have 
some great bags made recycled saris from 
India. You can support small farmers and 
crafts women and enjoy some of the best 
coffee and chocolate from around the world. 

Available now in your local fellowship hall! 

Go Live!
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Dec. 11 : Third Sunday of Advent 
Holy Gospel : Matthew 1:18-25 

Lessons for December 
December 4 : Second Sunday of Advent 
First Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-10 
Holy Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 

Dec. 25 : Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day 
First Lesson: Isaiah 52:7-10 
Second Lesson: Hebrews 1:1-4 
Holy Gospel: John 1:1-14 
Introduction to the readings: As on the first day of creation, 
on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, shining forth 
to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate 
Word, God becoming flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus 
Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s 
birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all 
witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to the world that we 
have indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the 
salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore! 

Dec. 18 : Fourth Sunday of Advent 
First Lesson: Luke 1:46-55 
Holy Gospel: Luke 1:39-45, 56-58 

      Poinsettia Order Form
   It is time to order poinsettia plants to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas. They will be on the altar 

from 
 

Saturday, Dec. 24th to Sunday, Jan. 1st.
  You may take your plant beginning Sunday, January 1st after the service. 

Place your order soon!  The deadline to order is Sunday, Dec. 11th.

The price this year will be $20.00 each.  Please send or bring your order with CHECK attached to church.

Please print –

Name:  ______________________________________________________________

In memory/honor of:__________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________________

At 2:00pm in the parlor, we are reading “I Came Because of You”. This will be a light study with 
readings, poems, and scriptures that focus on Advent and Christmas. Books available in the church 
office for $3.00. Join us for the study or pick up a book to read on your own. Beginning in January, we 
will read “The Red Tent”, by Anita Diamant. Then we will study various women of the Bible. 

Tuesday Bible Studies
Join us on Tuesdays for 2 different Bible Studies. 

At 9:00am in the fellowship hall, Pastor Jim will teach a study on the lessons for the upcoming 
Sunday Service. See listing above for scripture.



PO Box 27 
11836 Hwy 42 
Ellison Bay, WI 54210

shepherdofthebay.org

The Parish Door monthly newsletter can be found in full color on our website, shepherdofthebay.org/
newsletters. If you would like to be added to the monthly email list, contact the church office at 920-854-2988 or 
sotboffice@yahoo.com. 

Join us for Christmas Services
Sat., 12/24 3:45pm Musical Prelude

4:00pm Family Christmas Eve Service
6:30pm Musical Prelude
7:00pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Sun., 12/25 9:30am Christmas Day Service

In person and drive-in worship at 9:30am
Watch each service live-streamed or recorded at 

shepherdofthebay.org 

http://shepherdofthebay.org
http://shepherdofthebay.org/newsletters
http://shepherdofthebay.org/newsletters
mailto:sotboffice@yahoo.com
https://www.shepherdofthebay.org/weekly-services-1

