Sunday, September 13, 2026 - Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to worship at Shepherd of the Bay. If you are visiting today, Hello! We are so glad you are here. Whether you are here for a week,
a month, or the whole summer season, we hope you will find this community a warm and welcoming spiritual home while you're in Door
County. If you have questions, please ask. If you are interested in a formal affiliation with Shepherd of the Bay, contact Pastor Honig.

Enter to worship. As the prelude begins, worshippers are encouraged to conclude conversation
and quietly prepare to enter into the experience of worship.

PRELUDE  Ciacona in G Georg Muffat

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Flowers today are from Gail Onan in memory of Bob Onan.

(Congregation recites bold print responses.)
The assembly stands

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.

Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
HYMN 835  All Creatures, Worship God Most High!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: O Lord God, merciful judge,
you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts

that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

The assembly is seated

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21

P: The Word of the Lord C: Thanks be to God

CHOIR Amazing Grace Virginia Harmony, arr. Jach Schrader (1998 Hope Publishing)

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12

P: The Word of the Lord C: Thanks be to God

The assembly stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

GOSPEL : Matthew 18:21-35
C: Glory to you, O Lord

P: The Gospel of the Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ



The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY
HYMN 482 | Come with Joy

The assembly stands.
APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Congregational response to

P. Hear us, O God.

C. Your mercy is great.

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.
A brief silence.

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead us to embody the

forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care for farms and ranches.

Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Raise up leaders (like John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, whom we remember today) to hold all in

authority accountable for any misuse of the power entrusted to them. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any who feel bound by
their failures. Remember your children in need. We remember especially those whom we name aloud...
Linda Anderson, Aidan Newsom, Carenna Reisen, Braden Sitte, Barbara Zilavy, and all whom we

remember in our hearts and lift before you... (silence for reflection) ... Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each of us to welcome

others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we remember (name/s, and) all

those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we need.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.



SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY Our Father in Heaven Georg Philipp Telemann

The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.
Amen.

COMMUNION DIALOG

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table.

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

And everybody, everybody, everybody is welcome here.

About Communion: This is Christ’s table and meal of grace! All are welcome! Ushers will guide you forward.
Receive the bread (gluten free available); wine or white grape juice is received from a cup from the gold tray..If you
have difficulty coming forward for the distribution, please let one of the ushers know and they will ask the pastor to
bring you communion in the pew. Children may come forward for a blessing



The assembly is seated.

LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

COMMUNION HYMN
HYMN 493 Taste and See

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

SENDING OF LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
I would like to invite forward, those who will be sharing this meal with our homebound members.

Let us pray: Gracious God,

You took the form of a servant offering yourself as food, comfort, and strength to a sick and hurting world.
Anoint with a servant heart these, your people, who now take your word and sacrament to our sisters and
brothers in their homes.

Grant grace, mercy, healing and hope to those who feast on your body and blood and receive your words of
new life.

May we all recognize that we have a home and a place in the body of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.



BLESSING

The God of love
draw you into full accord and one mind,

in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances

through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace
+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
HYMN 864 Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven

DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

DEPART TO SERVE

POSTLUDE Trumpet Voluntary  John Stanley

From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26574.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

www.shepherdofthebay.org


http://www.shepherdofthebay.org

God’s Work, Our Hands
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - eer,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-’ling to - geth - er,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - eer,
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim - ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on  the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing  new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-’ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s  love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



