
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday, March 29, 2026 - Sunday of Passion / Palm Sunday


Welcome to worship at Shepherd of the Bay. If you are visiting today, Hello! We are so glad you are here. Whether you are here for a week, 

a month, or the whole summer season, we hope you will find this community a warm and welcoming spiritual home while you're in Door 

County. If you have questions, please ask. If you are interested in a formal affiliation with Shepherd of the Bay, contact Pastor Honig. 


Enter to worship. As the prelude begins, worshippers are encouraged to conclude conversation 

and quietly prepare to enter into the experience of worship.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 21:1-11

Glory to you, O Lord.

	 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a 
colt with her; untie them and bring them to me.  If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs 
them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet:

  “Tell the daughter of Zion,

 Look, your king is coming to you,

  humble and mounted on a donkey,

   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

     The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt and put their 
cloaks on them, and he sat on them.  A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road.  The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

 “Hosanna to the Son of David!

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

   When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”  The crowds were saying, 
“This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”


	 P: The Gospel of the Lord  	 Praise to you, O Christ.


GATHERING  

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.


Hosanna in the highest.

BLESSING OF PALMS

The Lord be with you.


And also with you.

Let us pray.

	 A brief silence is kept.

	 We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy 
city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 
Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so 
that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you and the 	Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

	 Amen.

Let us go forth in peace,

	 In the name of Christ. Amen.



PROCESSIONAL SONG

HYMN 344 All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

PRAYER OF THE DAY

	 As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on the 
salvation the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray.


	 A brief silence is kept before the prayer.


Everlasting God, 

	 in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer 
death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of 
his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

	 Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.



FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a

…

P: The Word of the Lord	 C: Thanks be to God

GOSPEL : Matthew 27:11-54

C:  Glory to you, O Lord

…

P: The Gospel of the Lord	     C: Praise to you, O Christ

CHOIR	 Prepare the Way!	 Nancy Price, Don Besig (Glory Sound 1996)

The assembly is seated


The assembly is seated.


CHILDREN’S MESSAGE


SERMON


The assembly stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11

…

P: The Word of the Lord	 C: Thanks be to God



HYMN OF THE DAY

HYMN 342 There in God’s Garden

The assembly stands.


The assembly stands.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.


I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

	 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,


	the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Congregational response to 

	 P. Hear us, O God.

	 C. Your mercy is great.


Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its needs.


	 A brief silence.


O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers in your church both globally 
and locally (here local bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers may be named). Open our hearts to 
encounter the infinite life you offer in Jesus. Hear us, O God.


Your mercy is great. 

You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and sea, and plants and animals 
around the cross, so that all creation bears witness to your saving love. Hear us, O God.


Your mercy is great. 

Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build your beloved community among 
all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries so that they act with justice and fairness. Hear us, O God.


Your mercy is great. 

Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who, like Jesus, know the sting of 
betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be with those experiencing pain or loss this day. We remember 
especially those whom we name aloud... Carole Bergner, Rita Brandt,  Joan Carlson, Ken Deutschmann, 
Hanna Michalsen, Carenna Reisen, Braden Sitte, Barbara Zilavy,  and all whom we remember in our 
hearts and lift before you... (silence for reflection)  ...  Hear us, O God.


Your mercy is great. 

Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy Week. Bless those here who will 
lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Hear us, O God.


Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered.


O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for (Hans Nielsen Hauge and) all the faithful 
departed who rest in your mercy. Deliver us all from death’s power and raise us to life in you. Hear us, O God.


Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

	 Amen. 



The assembly is seated.

OFFERING


OFFERTORY 

CHOIR	 Lamb of God	 	 Twila Paris, Lloyd Larson (2001 Hope Publishing)    


The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER


O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son,

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.


Amen. 

COMMUNION DIALOG
The Lord be with you.


And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ,

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all.

You gather your people around the tree of the cross,

transforming death into life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:


THE GREAT THANKSGIVING




THE LORD’S PRAYER


INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table.

Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

And everybody, everybody, everybody is welcome here.


About Communion: This is Christ’s table and meal of grace! All are welcome! Ushers will guide you forward. 
Receive the bread (gluten free available); wine or white grape juice is received from a cup from the gold tray..If you 
have difficulty coming forward for the distribution, please let one of the ushers know and they will ask the pastor to 
bring you communion in the pew. Children may come forward for a blessing

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE


In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

 


Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.




COMMUNION HYMN

HYMN 343 My Song is Love Unknown

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.


Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
The assembly is seated.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,

reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.

Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

	 Amen.



DISMISSAL


Go in peace. Believe the good news.

Thanks be to God. 

DEPART TO SERVE


POSTLUDE 	 	 	 	

From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26574.


New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.


www.shepherdofthebay.org

SENDING SONG

HYMN 346 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty


BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

☩ bless you now and always.


Amen.

http://www.shepherdofthebay.org

