
PANCAKES!!! 
 Please help support the youth of our 
congregation and join us at a pancake 
breakfast on February 12, following the 9am 
church service. All donations will go to 
support summer trips/Bible camps and 
youth gatherings. The Sunday School kids 
will also be singing at the 9am service.  
 Thank you to Thrivent Financial for providing funds 
towards the expenses of this breakfast.  

	 20 high school youth will be participating in World Vision’s 30 
Hour Famine the weekend of February 11. Please support them with 
prayers and by making a donation. Checks can be written out to 
World Vision and mailed or dropped off at church.  Thank you! 
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What’s INSIDE

A Stephen Ministry Congregation

We will welcome our 
new pastor, James 
Honig, in March. 
( see more on pages 2-4)

21 backpacks were 
decorated by the Wonderful 
Wednesday Children for the 
mission team to take to 
Guatemala in March.  

  Sunday, Feb. 19th from 7am to 2pm 
Julie’s Park Cafe in Fish Creek will be 
hosting a fundraiser for the Guatemala 
Mission Trip. Come and enjoy a wonderful 

buffet and the proceeds will support the projects (building & repairing 
houses, installing water filters & cooking stoves, and audio Bibles for 
widows and their families to hear the word of God.  More details to follow 
on shepherdofthebay.org and the Shepherd of the Bay Facebook page. 

http://shepherdofthebay.org
http://shepherdofthebay.org


A Note from the Council President …  

I am writing this very shortly after we adjourned the annual meeting and the meeting to extend a call 
to Pastor James Honig from Faith Lutheran Church in Glen Ellyn, IL.  In this newsletter, you will find more 
information about him.  This was handed out to members who were present for the meeting.

I wish to thank the call committee who collected lots and lots of referrals, reviewed about a dozen 
resume’s (Rostered Leader Profiles in ELCA- speak), phone interviewed eight candidates, and interviewed in 
person with seven candidates, sometimes several times.  The call committee is Sharon Pluff, Alicia 
Kropuenske, Holly Thomas, George Cobb, Ron Hupe, and Dave Boock.  As a committee, they made 
themselves available frequently and happily, and they made my job as chair of the group simple.  Please 
extend your thanks to them when you see them.

Our next steps are to make the call an official document and pass it through our Bishop and on to 
Pastor Honig.  We anticipate his arrival in late March.  He and his wife Sheryl have a home to sell in Glen 
Ellyn and a home to buy here, which by the way, they have put an offer on.  And if anyone has moved after 
more than a decade in one spot, you know the next months will be a workout for Jim and Sheryl!

More important, what are our next steps?  To welcome our new pastor, the call committee and council 
have thought about the most important actions we as a congregation can take.  I share them with you here:

   Shepherd of the Bay congregation will encourage Pastor Honig’s Ministry:
A.  Accept that changes will be made, knowing you may not agree with everything.
     1. Give Jim and Sheryl a little time to settle in and then help them explore the Door.
     2. Discuss pros and cons with Pastor Honig, council members, and others.
     3. Bring forth your ideas, understanding Jim’s comfort zones.
     4. Support changes and pray for successful, needed change.

B.  Be an active member.
    1. Attend services whenever possible.
    2. Take part in a Bible study.
    3. Volunteer in at least two ways. Say “YES” when asked if it’s right for you.
    4. Live your faith in your daily life.
    5. Read a church periodical / faith based book.

 C.   Help Pastor Honig network
    1.  Encourage others to work with him, introduce him.
    2.  Be excited about the possibilities for our church.
    3.  Invite Pastor Honig and wife into your home or group to get to know each other.
    4.  Remember: Pastor Honig has hundreds of members and others to meet. We have only Jim and his wife, 
Sheryl to meet.

Please think and pray about how we make the transition from vacant pulpit!  Read these suggestions, 
and get ready to open your heart and home to two wonderful people!
Thanks for all your kind support.
Grace Rossman, president
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Pastor James K Honig,  Faith Lutheran Church, Glen Ellyn, IL since 2002 
http://www.faithonline.org/  Sermons are available on the website>worship info and sermons>Youtube. 

Previous churches served: Naples, FL (Grace Lutheran, LCMS, 1993-2002); St. Petersburg, FL (Our Savior, 
LCMS, 1990-1993); Associate Pastor, St John, LCMS, Arnold, MO. (1987-1990) 

-Married to Sheryl, 2 adult sons, 1 is an ELCA pastor in Chicago area 
-Bachelor of Arts, Theatre, 1982, Concordia College 

 -Master of Divinity, Concordia Seminary, 1987 
 -Master of Sacred Theology, Concordia Sem, 1995 

 Areas of expertise:      Areas of Strength: 
1- Preaching and worship leadership    1- Building sense of community 

2- Community organizing     2- Innovation/ creativity 
3- Interpret Theology      3- Strategic Mission Planning 

4- Teaching       4- Public Policy/ Advocacy 
5- Ministry in Daily Life     5- Recruit and Equip Leaders 

Quotes from Jim’s comments: 

-I love to teach and believe it is one of my strongest gifts. I have continuously taught a Thursday morning 
group of mostly senior adults. 

-The work of the church is not done primarily at the church building, but as the members of the body of 
Christ move into the world. What is most important to me is to be a leader in a congregation that is 
committed to a communal life for the sake of God’s work in the world. 

-Having come to the ELCA from the LCMS 13 years ago, I have a deep respect and love for the ELCA.  I am 
deeply committed to leading any congregation I serve to be full partners with the larger church….  I don’t 
think I have ever been as energized and engaged in congregational ministry as I am at the present moment….  
I’ve got another 15 years of good ministry in me. 

-I am a writer and regular blogger-  https://jameskhonig.com/   (He published his first novel last year, ‘By 
Paths Untrodden’.) 

Pastor James K. Honig
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“Bus Talk”
 For the past fifteen years, our church has owned and operated two 
different passenger vans, which have been used for a variety of church related 
activities.  On several occasions, the church council has evaluated the use of the 
bus (along with our parishes needs) and determined that if possible, the bus 
programs should be continued and possibly expanded. 
 Over the past 18 months the current vehicle has had significant problems 
resulting in a decision to replacement it. In September, a member of our 
congregation stepped forward with a very generous donation. This put the idea 
of a new vehicle within reach.  Since that time, over a dozen additional 
members have contributed funds for the replacement.  These donations have 
given us enough monies to purchase.  It is important to note that there will be 
some additional expense in registration, licensing and lettering of the vehicle.  
 If you would like to help the transportation ministry, or have ideas on how 
the bus could be better utilized please contact the church office.   

Selected Portions of Responses from the Call Committee to the question: 
Why do you perceive that this would be a good match between Pastor 
Honig & SOTB?
I believe that Pastor Honig would be a good fit for SOTB because I feel that he has the right demeanor to lead 
our church forward and connect with all the different types/personalities of people that grace our doors.  We 
have a very diversified group which is evident alone in our call committee and he handled us with grace and a 
calmness that I think would be a good fit for our congregation.

There is a comment he made the night we had dinner that continues to speak to me.  He stated that as a 
Pastor he is not there to do everything, but to help the members of the congregation find their gifts from God 
and use them to help the church and our ministry.  Sometimes I think we constantly ask people to fill in and or 
volunteer in spots that aren't necessarily where their own gifts lie.  I think Pastor Honig could be instrumental in 
getting people to think about those gifts that God gives us and how to effectively use them.
I feel that Pastor Honig is a strong teacher of God's word.  Through the sermons he's given and the blogs he 
has written, he has a way of reaching me as a listener/reader.  He has a calm demeanor and presents God's 
word in a very understandable way.  It seems that he would reach members of all ages.

He appears to have a good perspective on social issues that will impact the lives of us living in Door County. It 
appears that he will challenge the members to act rather than react to certain issues and items of importance. He 
appears to be a person who sees the “big” picture but also the practicality and reality of it as well.  His interest 
in teaching and preaching will be appreciated by the congregation and community. 

He told us that he enjoys teaching.  Well, we enjoy learning!  This is an area that I miss right now, and would 
welcome it back.

He's easy to talk to. I was impressed with his attention to detail and his interest in our church through past 
church bulletins & our Newsletter.  I also think that his coming from a suburb of Chicago would give him a 
rapport with a lot of our members who have retired here.



World Marketplace
       Fair Trade February Specials
              All WHOLE BEAN Coffee is only $5.00! 

    White Chocolate Bar with Strawberries $2.00!

  We have a special Belgian Chocolate Boxed Collection perfect for your Valentine 
and two new flavors of Chocolate Bars.  Check out the display of Fair Trade 
Chocolate and Coffee in the Fellowship Hall. 

You are invited every Thursday at 9:15am. If you 
can tie knots, like those in the photo, you can help.  
Come prepared for a fun, social event. We quilt for 
an hour or so, and then have coffee for everyone in 
the building. Then we quilt for a while longer until 
it is time for lunch. After lunch, we finish whatever 
is left and usually are done by around 2pm.  

Come and try it - You will like it !!!

Come Join the Knotty Quilters! Social 6 
	 A Social 6 (8) enjoying an evening of 
Christian Fellowship to brighten a winter 
night. GIVE IT A TRY and become part of 
the fun while enjoying a delicious meal 
and getting to know each other.

	 New Social 6 groups will be formed 
for the spring/summer months in April. 
Call Carolyn Hitzeman or Cheri Boock for 
more info. 

Fundraiser for Guatemala Mission Trip	
	  

	 Sunday, Feb. 19th from 7am to 2pm Julie’s Park Cafe 
in Fish Creek will be hosting a fundraiser for the Guatemala 
Mission Trip. Come and enjoy a wonderful buffet and the proceeds will support the 
projects: building & repairing houses, installing water filters & cooking stoves, and giving 
the widows and their families an audio Bible to share the love of God.  More details to 
follow on shepherdofthebay.org and the Shepherd of the Bay Facebook page. 
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FEBRUARY  EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

No Board Meeting 
Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27 – BIBLE STUDY WITH KEN – 9:00 – Parlor 
Feb. 2, 9. 16, 23 – MISSIONS GROUP – 9:15 – 2:00 
Feb. 16 – BOOK GROUP – 9:30 – PLACE TBA 

MEALS MINISTRY –
 If you know of a family or individual who could use our attention for providing a 
meal when  in need, please call:  
 Mary Kay Vartanian - 854-9150 - (Cell – 421-2925) or  
 Barb Tuttle – 920-883-7011 for the month of FEBRUARY. 

 If you would like your name added to the list of women willing to prepare and 
deliver meals, please call PAT SKOGSBAKKEN at 854-1133.  
Cheri Boock – President of WELCA 

Stephen Ministry
Need a visit or a prayer?

Just want someone to talk with….

Call a Stephen Minister! 
They provide one-on-one Christian Ministry to members of the congregation and the 
community. If you know of someone that you think could or would like a visit, please 
call George Cobb or the church office.
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WELCOME TO WELCA 2017 
            (The Women of Shepherd of the Bay) 

 The WELCA 2017 HANDBOOK will be available on the church web-site 
(www.shepherdofthebay.org) this year.  Click on “Ministries” and then Click on the WELCA site 
and the handbook will appear with all of the events and opportunities offered by WELCA for 
this month of February.  It is a good way to stay informed without using paper and paying 
postage.  Take a look – you will like it!  P.S. – If you need a paper copy, it can be printed for you.  
Thanks to Carol Omernick for her work on getting our web site working and staying current. 

 The Rose Club will have two members celebrating their birthdays this month – remember 
to congratulate -  Jean Swanson and Magdalene von Zychlin !  
  (A rose is given to every member celebrating a birthday of 90 or 90+). 



Youth and Family Ministry News 
from Jane Burress

From Youth and Family Ministry News 
from Jane

Singing at Scand. Thank you Lynne Buchner, Sara Martin, Kristi 
Appel, Kristen Demarinis and Eloise Lindem for driving and helping 
out. Thank you to Marlee Tesnow and Tracey Opper for providing 
snacks in January. Thank you to Delmar Dahl for reading a story to 
us. The children delivered snowman centerpieces and woven hearts 
that they made. Thanks to Eloise for the cookies. 

Wonderful Wednesday’s Kids Visit Scandia Village

These girls used to sit on Shirley’s lap at Little Lambs Story time. 

above: Harrison Schwab sharing the story of 
the candy cane at Scand. 

Fun times at the Little Lambs 
Beach Party. Thank you to 
Eloise Lindem & Sara Martin for 
help with set up and clean up. 
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MUSIC NOTES 
 from Gladys Austgen, Minister of Music

News from the 

 MUSIC  CORNER
What an exciting season of music we have 

lined up for you at Shepherd of the Bay in 2017! 

LENTEN REFLECTIONS   
Sun., March 19 at 3:00 p.m.

The musicians and choirs of Shepherd of the Bay 
will present an hour-long program of music for the 
Lenten season.  

LYRIC OPERA OF CHICAGO SINGERS 
Sat., May 27 at 7:00 p.m.

Our Chicago friends Desirée Hassler, Pamela 
Williams, John Concepcion and Michael Cavalieri 
will join our own Judy Jackson in an evening of 
opera, musical theater and song.  

KAREN BLACK, organist
Saturday, June 17 at 7:00 p.m.

Organist Karen Black will play an engaging 
concert on Shepherd’s magnificent Dobson organ.  
Dr. Karen Black is Professor of Music and College 
Organist at Wartburg College in Waverly, Iowa.

WILLIAM KUHLMAN, organist
Saturday, July 22 at 7:00 p.m.

William Kuhlman, emeritus professor of organ at 
Luther College, will play a concert of organ music 
on our beautiful Dobson instrument.

HYMN FESTIVAL WITH JOHN BEHNKE
Saturday, September 30 at 7:00 p.m.
John Behnke will lead choirs of singers, 

handbells, incorporate organ and piano, and feature 
a variety of instrumentalists from our own music 
community.  He will construct the program for this 
Hymn Festival specifically for this September 
event at Shepherd of the Bay.  

This promises to be an exciting year of 
music at Shepherd of the Bay.  The music program 
is incomplete, however, without you!  Please plan 
to attend the concerts, support the programs in 
whatever way you are able (financial sponsorship, 
housing, receptions, hospitality) and offer 
suggestions for the future.  We are depending on 
you for a successful musical year!

Thank you! Concert Series Committee

LIFT UP YOUR VOICE, PSALM 148

"Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, 
and all who live in it.  Let the rivers clap their hands, 
let the mountains sing together for joy, let them sing 
before the Lord..."  Psalm 98: 7-9A 

In the Psalms, we find a full range of emotional 
expression and genuineness available for our 
conversations with the Lord.  They mine feelings we 
might otherwise lack words for:  praise and 
adoration for our Almighty God, the trust in Him we 
already have or hope to have more of, the joy we 
experience over His provision and answered 
prayers, the fears and anger we wrestle with, the 
relief of God's steadiness as a refuge, the earnest 
supplication for help when we have no answers of 
our own.  The Psalms (prayer songs) help us stay 
close to our God who infinitely loves us as we 
journey through our lives in the light and grace of 
His Son, Jesus Christ.


A BIG THANK YOU to all those who gave of their 
time and talent to use their gifts of music to help us 
all in worship.  Thank you to Judy Jackson, Greg 
Beem, Mary Perdue, Carl Jackson, Scott Henry, and 
the wonderful Sanctuary Choir for using their talents 
to help us to focus on worshipping our Lord at 
Shepherd of the Bay.  It is a great privilege to be 
given the opportunity to work at SOTB.  We have  
very talented musicians who use their talents to 
honor God.  They  gave a concert at "The 
Meadows" and brought joy to all the residents.  
They also bring comfort to grieving families as they 
sing God's Word at the "Celebration of Life" 
services in our church  THANK YOU SO MUCH.


If you feel God calling you to join this great group, 
come to a rehearsal on Thursday evening at 7 p.m.  
We would love to have you join us.  Remember, I am 
still looking for handbell ringers also !!!!!!


Come, Shine Your Light during this Epiphany 
Season.  If you have any questions, please call me 
839-5302 or email gaustgen@gmail.com


"NOTE" for today:  Every time you see another 
person---you see another opportunity to make 
someone's day brighter.  SHINE
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Present:  Rossman, Fitzgerald, Jackson, Hupe, Kropuenske, Thomas, Henry, Casperson and 
Shumway.
The meeting opened at 6:02 p.m.  The opening prayer was given by Council President Rossman.  

Minutes:  There was a motion and second to accept the December 2016 minutes as presented.  
Motion passed.

Treasurer Report:  Treasurer Ron Hupe presented the December 2016 Treasurer Report.  December 
was another good month; a combination of increased giving, no pastoral salary and no major repairs.  
Hupe stated that one of the topics covered in January is generally the Benevolent distribution and he 
stated that expense disbursement should be discussed.  Missions and local outreach were discussed.  
Casperson stated that there are a lot of local programs that could benefit and there was discussion on 
sending local youths to the National Youth Gathering convention, which helps with building our faith in 
the community.  Fitzgerald stated that Jane Burress commented that the attendance is $1,200 per 
youth and donations are greatly appreciated.  There are already three youth trips planned for 2017.  
Motion Casperson/Shumway to distribute $4,000.00 to the Youth Fund.  The 2016 unused budget for 
Youth will be shifted to 2017.  The motion passed unanimously.  There was additional discussion on 
the budget, including expenses and major maintenance.  Motion Hupe/Casperson to distribute twenty 
thousand to the major maintenance fund, including discussion on a humidifier that needs to be 
installed and future work on the roof.  Motion passed.  Hupe/Casperson to take $10,000.00 from 
unused budget to the Pastor Transition fund.  Rossman stated any unused funds could be dealt with 
by the finance committee.  Motion passed unanimously.  There was discussion on staff; there are nine 
paid staff members in the Church.  Rossman/Shumway to take unused balance of approximately 
$8,000 to go toward bonuses for paid staff to be reviewed and distributed by the Finance Committee.   
Rossman/Shumway to amend the motion to allow for approximately $7,000.00 to go to bonuses for 
staff.  Motion passed.  Motion Casperson/Rossman $700.00 to HELP of Door County and a balance 
of approximately $600.00 to the Koinia Food Pantry at First Baptist Church.  Motion passed.  
Casperson/Thomas to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Motion passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Call Committee:  The Call Committee has made a recommendation to the Council for a call.  There 
will be two Sundays in March that will likely need pastoral coverage before the new pastor comes.  
There is also Lent and Ash Wednesday.  Rossman stated that youth used to be involved with the 
Lenten services and this was a highly enjoyable thing.  There cannot be an official call for the new 
pastor until the Annual Meeting of the Membership on January 29th.  Henry stated that pastors are 
generally installed on the first Sunday of the month and it will involve the Bishop.  As such, the actual 
installation of the new pastor may not be until the first weekend in April, although he/she may preach 
prior to that time.  There was discussion on the call process and timing.  Casperson stated there will 
be a transitional time in March, which also coincides with Gibraltar’s spring break.  Rossman will get 
the template for the official call; the call will be made at the meeting on the 29th.   

Property and Grounds:  Casperson stated Joel Thomas got a good quote on a new humidifier and it 
was determined to proceed with the purchase; the funds will come out of the major maintenance fund.  
Casperson also stated gifts specifically to the major maintenance fund would be appreciated, and 
thanks are extended to Tom Tuttle for the maintenance work he did during Juan’s absence.  

Worship and Music:  Henry stated that there will be an Easter Breakfast in 2017; service times for 
Easter will still be discussed in the future.  The Committee will meet again 2/17/17.  There will be a 
Christian Unity Service on January 29, 2017 at 3 p.m. at St. Rosalia’s and Shepherd of the Bay 
Church will be sending a reader.

Shepherd of the Bay Lutheran Council Meeting— January 16, 2017
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Education and Youth:  Fitzgerald had presented her written report; Little Lambs will have a pool party 
outreach event at the end of the month. The Wonderful Wednesday children visited Scandia Good 
Samaritan Retirement Community and sang and shared gifts they made for the residents and 
centerpieces for the tables.  The Senior High group is raising funds for the 30 hour famine in February.  
The pancake breakfast fundraiser for the Senior High summer trip is Feb 12, 2017.  A thank you was 
given to Fawn Fitzgerald for her service to the Education Committee.
Health and Wellness:  Thomas stated there were no additional changes from last month.

Outreach:  There are four groups signed up for Lenten Meals, the Council will also serve a Taco Bar 
meal on March 22nd.  One additional group is needed to serve one meal; if you are able to serve please 
contact Alicia Kropuenske as soon as possible.  This is a popular community event to get out in the 
winter and enjoy a meal and mid-week service with others.
Finance:  The Shepherd of the Bay proposed 2017 budget was distributed by Treasurer Hupe.  
Approximately $1,500.00 was added for guest pastors.  The education expense was pro-rated from 
2016.  Five hundred dollars was added for Pastoral travel in 2017.  The total budget for the new pastor, 
including benefits, for 2017 is $110,000.00.  The Council is projecting a 2017 income of $450,000.00 
and expenses of $470,000.00.  A thank you was extended to those who pledged for 2017.  Motion 
Thomas/Fitzgerald to approve the budget for 2017.  Motion passed.

Stewardship:  Rossman commented that Hupe stated pledges are still coming.

The Committee Reports were accepted by consensus.

NOMINATIONS:  The Nominating Committee recommended Jennifer Sitte and Barb Meyer to fill the 
two year terms being vacated by Shumway and Fitzgerald.  John Skogsbakken will fill the one-year 
term left from St. Henry.   Committee chairs are nominated at the Council level.

OLD BUSINESS:
Church Van:   Rossman stated that the van is reserved on hold waiting for the funds; Dick Burress’s 
plea to the congregation to raise funds has assisted in bringing in additional pledges.  There is hope 
that there will be a new van by spring; the old one will be traded in.

Shumway and Fitzgerald were thanked for their service on the Council.  The next Council meeting will 
be held February 20, 2017.  The meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer at 7:51 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

MaryKay Shumway, Church Council Secretary

The CARING SHEPHERDS Committee is beginning our sixth year of providing services to the 
homebound and those not able to attend our church services on a regular basis.  Video of our first service 
each Sunday along with bulletins and often a short visit help our members stay connected with our 
church during these times in their lives.  The videos of the sermons  are available on You Tube and on 
the Shepherd of the Bay Web Site:  www.shepherdofthebay.org - check it out. 

If you would like a video, please contact:  Cheri Boock or Keith Wickert for information.

Be shepherds of God’s flock…  
                                               1 Peter 5:2a 

http://www.shepherdofthebay.org
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2016 Shepherd of the Bay Church Annual Meeting 
January 29, 2017 

Present:   Members of the Congregation and Council Members 
Church Council President Grace Rossman called the meeting to order at 10:16 a.m. A quorum was present as 
necessary. 

Motion Bunny Sheahen/Second George Cobb to approve the 2016 Shepherd of the Bay Church Annual meeting 
minutes as reported and presented to the congregation; motion passed. 

President Rossman, presenting for Treasurer Ron Hupe, explained the breakdown of the 2016 year-end Balance 
Sheet for Shepherd of the Bay Church.  Rossman mentioned that there is still a mortgage on the Church.  There 
were no questions.  The Revenue Statement was then presented, including Income and Expenses.  Rossman 
noted that the Church collected more revenue than expected and expenses were also less than anticipated.  There 
were no questions about the Revenue Statement.  Benevolent Outreach payments were presented.  There were 
no questions.   Motion Dick Burress/second Roy Sheahen to accept the 2016 Budget Report as presented by the 
Treasurer.  Motion passed. 

Nominating Committee Chair Carole Bergner presented the nominations for Church Council, the Nominating 
Committee and Endowment Committee as follows: 
 Church Council:  Barb Meyer, Jennifer Sitte, John Skogsbakken (serving the remainder of a 1 year  
term for Casey St. Henry) were appointed and Holly Thomas was reappointed for a second term. 
 Nominating Committee:  Kathy Schultz, MaryKay Shumway 
 Endowment Committee:  Ben Pothast 

Discussion:   none.  Motion Diane Overby/second Wally Brandt to accept the slate of nominations for Church 
Council, Nominating Committee and Endowment Committee.  Motion passed. 

Committee Reports: 
Endowment Committee Report:  Werner Krause presented the annual report for the Endowment Committee.  
The current Endowment Fund balance is over $270,000.00.   He noted that all funds are currently invested with 
ELCA Endowment Funds.   He reminded the congregation that the Endowment Funds invested through ELCA 
bless many congregations and mission projects, but they are showing a mediocre rate of return (around 4% net 
of expense).  The committee will be looking at other investment options for review.  Treasurer Ron Hupe has 
been doing much of the administrative work on the funds for the Church.  However, the committee has decided 
not to make a formal change with the funds until the new pastor is installed in order to allow he or she to have 
input in the growth of the funds.  He also asked for input for future scholarships for the women in need in the 
community that fit the criteria for scholarship (they do not have to be members of the Church). The Committee 
also welcomes contributions at any time.  There were no questions.  

Church Van Report:  Dick Burress presented an update on the Church Van, and showed the membership a strut 
that had recently broken off as an example of the dire need for replacement.  He stated that the monetary goal 
for a new van has been reached.  A van is on order and will be delivered in February, 2017.  There were no 
questions.

Call Committee Report:  Grace Rossman presented the Call Committee report which had worked through 2016 
to the date of this meeting and asked for recognition of its efforts.  The membership thanked the Call Committee 
members for the work they have done since 2015.  Rossman stated more would be held under the additional 
Agenda Item for the Congregational Meeting to Call.
There were no more discussion or questions on the reports and the Committee Reports were accepted by 
consensus.

2017 Budget:  President Rossman presented the proposed 2017 Annual Budget for Shepherd of the Bay Church 
in Treasurer Hupe’s absence for the congregation’s review and approval.   The report was reviewed the 
membership.  There were no questions.  Motion Werner Krause/Ken Bergner to approve the 2017 Annual 
Budget for Shepherd of the Bay Church; motion passed.
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New Business/Other Business:  Bunny Sheahen noted that several years ago the Trustees had done most of the 
minor maintenance in the Church; she is wondering if a committee similar to the Garden Group (which meets 
weekly and does volunteer labor on the exterior garden and grounds) could be created to assist in the maintenance 
of the interior of the Church.   Phyllis Fitzgerald thanked the staff members that have worked during the transition 
period and then the Church Staff was formally thanked by the congregation.   Carol Omernick was also formally 
thanked for her duties as Church Secretary.  Eloise Lindem asked that Jane Burress be recognized for her 
excellent and ongoing work in Youth Ministries, as it has brought many new youth to the Church as well as new 
members.  Rossman stated that Burress’s ministry has been exemplary and that the youth groups continue to 
grow.  Lynn Buchner reiterated that Jane Burress has been instrumental in youth Sunday School.  Burress stated 
that she works with a wonderful team of volunteers from the membership and from outside the Church to reach 
her accomplishments.  Rossman noted that there were additional funds allocated to Youth Ministries in the 2017 
Budget to assist Jane Burress in the continuation of this ministry.   Burress was formally recognized by applause 
from those present for her incredible work with the area youth. 

Rossman called for a close to the Annual Meeting at 10:42 a.m. which was done by consensus and asked that Vice 
President of Council, Alicia Kropuenske, join her to discuss the Call.  They both shared what the Call Committee 
had written about their time with the new pastor, who was named as James Honig, currently of Faith Lutheran 
Church, Glen Ellyn, Illinois, where he has been serving since 2002.  He previously served with churches in 
Naples, FL, St. Petersburg, FL and as Associate Pastor in Arnold, MO. 

A formal information package about Honig was distributed to the membership, as well as the written statements 
affirming their belief in the call to Honig by the members of the Call Committee.  Rossman stated she felt Honig 
would become extremely active in the northern Door County community.  His wife, Sheryl, is currently an 
elementary aid but was previously a Professor of Education. 

Eloise Lindem questioned as to if the Honigs had ever attended a service at Shepherd of the Bay Church.  
Rossman stated that they had been to the church but had never attended a service.  Anne Kifer would have liked 
to have had the opportunity to hear Honig preach before making a decision.  Rossman stated that the Call 
Committee and Church Council worked under ELCA rules during the call process and that the sermons are 
available on YouTube.  Wally Brandt asked if Honig could come preach as a visitor before the call.  Judy Jackson 
stated that Honig as not only introduced to Council but also to staff, and that he was an extraordinary person who 
even met with them one-on-one for any questions or concerns.  Jackson felt Honig was easy to speak with, 
compassionate and would be a strong leader.  She also felt technology had allowed the staff and Council to 
become better acquainted with Honig than they previously could have been because of his taped sermons and 
blog posts and encouraged the membership to make the Call.  Rossman reiterated Honig had spent much time 
with the staff alleviating concerns and getting to know them and stated that the Call Committee had needed to use 
persuasion to get Honig to be so interested in Shepherd of the Bay Church because he is so popular in Illinois.  
Rossman also stated that he is approaching the Call with both caution and faith that this is the right thing for him 
at this time.  Rossman further stated that his Church has not yet been notified of his departure.  Honig would 
arrive in late March and Rossman suggested that he be formally installed by the congregation and Bishop in May, 
2017.  Bunny Sheahen and Eloise Lindem stated that they felt the Call Committee had done an outstanding job.  
Rossman thanked the Call Committee for its hard work.  There were no additional questions or concerns.  Motion 
Ron Stromen/Sue Daubner to make the Call to James Honig as new pastor of Shepherd of the Bay Church.  There 
was no dissent; motion passed.   Rossman thanked the Congregation, the Call Committee and the outgoing 
Council members that had worked hard to make the Call happen.  This was met by applause. 

Dick Burress discussed the time between Pastor Foster’s departure and the period up to the Call.  Burress 
formally thanked Grace Rossman and Greg Casperson for their respective leadership during the transition period 
over the past 18 months, and this was followed by a standing ovation by the membership.  Rossman stated that 
Cindy Schwab and Jill Lhost were thanked for the recent audit, and the Library Committee Report had been 
amended to include Linda Boman as being in charge of the summer Reading Program. 

There was no additional discussion, and Grace Rossman closed the Call portion of the meeting with a final 
adjournment at 11:03 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, MaryKay Shumway, Council Secretary 
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Readers :
Ushers :

Feb. 5 Barb & Tom Tuttle
Feb. 12 OPEN
Feb. 19 Greg & Debbie Casperson
Feb. 26 Greg & Debbie Casperson

Mar. 5 OPEN
Mar. 12 OPEN
Mar. 19 Werner & Sue Krause
Mar. 26 Werner & Sue Krause

  Early Service         Late Service
Feb. 5 OPEN    Cindy Lawrence
Feb. 12 OPEN    Karl Omernick
Feb. 19 Stan Whiteman    Ben Pothast
Feb. 26 Gretchen Farwell    Gladys Austgen

Mar. 5 OPEN   Ron Lawrence
Mar. 12 Myrma Howard   Scott Henry
Mar. 19 Dave Boock   Lori Pothast
Mar. 26 Ron Stromen   Marilyn Peterson

 

If you are available to usher at 
the 9:00am service, please sign 
up on the bulletin board in back 
of church or call the office at 
920-854-2988. 

Altar Guild :
February - Jackie Hoechstra

March - Carol Williams

Food Collection Sundays
As you know, the first Sunday of every month is Food Pantry Collection Day. We would 

like to focus on more specific items but you are always welcome to donate whatever you like 
each month. Some items are in high demand at the food pantries and we may not realize it. 

Things we will be focusing on include: 
Baby toiletries - Diapers (especially size 4 & 5), wipes, shampoo, soap, etc.
Protein Items - Canned meats, chicken, salmon, canned chili or beef stew, peanut butter, etc.
Toiletries - Food stamps often don’t cover these. Soap, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, etc. 
Breakfast & Lunch items for kids - Juice boxes, applesauce containers, granola bars, instant 
oatmeal, low-sugar cereal. (When school is out, there is a greater need for kids who are not getting 

school lunches)

We always welcome food donations of every kind. With another cold winter looming some people 
are forced to choose between heat and food. Thanks for helping to feed and care for those in need 
Northern Door County!
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Lessons and Prayers

February 5: Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
First Lesson: Isaiah 58:1-9a  
Second Lesson :1 Corinthians 2:1-12  
Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:12-20 
Prayer of the Day: Lord God, with endless mercy you 
receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit 
show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and 
power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

February 12: Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
First Lesson: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37 
Prayer of the Day: O God, the strength of all who hope in 
you, because we are weak mortals we accomplish nothing 
good without you. Help us to see and understand the things 
we ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

February 19: Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
First Lesson: Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 
Second Lesson:1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:38-48 
Prayer of the Day: Holy God of compassion, you invite us 
into your way of forgiveness and peace. Lead us to love our 
enemies, and transform our words and deeds to be like his 
through whom we pray, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

February 26: Transfiguration of Our Lord 
First Lesson: Exodus 24:12-18 
Second Lesson: 2 Peter 1:16-21 
Holy Gospel:  Matthew 17:1-9 
Prayer of the Day:O God, in the transfiguration of your Son 
you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the witness of 
Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud 
declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our 
adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your 
glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

February Coffee Hour Group
Co-chair: Bob & Sharon Pluff 854-4292
  Gary & Gayle Dooly 854-9675

Wally & Rita Brandt 854-4078
Lynn Brunsen                            (630) 730-7842
Sue Daubner  854-2109
Clink & Sharon Gall 746-4548
Nancy Goss 854-5776
Jim & Joanne Gustafson 854-6030
Bonnie Hanson 854-5009
Karl Johnson 854-4145
Ken & Pat Klitzman 823-2733
Werner & Sue Krause 854-5257
Robert & Sara Larsen 854-4586
Dick & Kathy Luther 606-7147
Jon & Marilyn Peterson 854-4657
Gloria Serkland 854-3535
Richard & Beverly Tesnow 854-2197
Thor & Judy Thoreson 854-9778

March Coffee Hour Group
Co-Chairs: Suzi Hass  421-1379 
 Ron & Janet Stromen 854-4427
   
Don Buchholz 854-6051
Alysanne Burkhardt 854-4149
Robert & Joan Carlson 854-2419
Carol Champeau 854-4578 
Sharon Donegan 854-9320
Gen Follingstad 854-4355
Jackie Hoekstra 854-4582
Lorraine Hoyt 854-5673
Don & Donna Koepsel               854-9489
Eloise Lindem 854-4458
Vicki Michelsen & Jay Olson 421-2161
Jody & Heather Olson 854-2353
Gordon & Judy Reeves                  (920) 495-7372
Sherry Wilson 421-0431

14



PO Box 27 
11836 Hwy 42 
Ellison Bay, WI 54210

The Parish Door

Go to shepherdofthebay.org to:

- See who the next weekly supply pastor will be.
- Find the current and the last few issues of the 

Parish Door.
- See the Calendar.
- Find times for the services and upcoming events.
- Sign up and manage your online giving. 
- Access the updated Directory of current members 

and friends of SOTB.
See lots of photos of what is happening!

Shepherd of the Bay website! 

http://shepherdofthebay.org
http://shepherdofthebay.org

