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25 Days of Giving 
This Advent please consider giving a gift to support the ministries of 
SOTB that mean the most to your and your family. Together, we can 
do more than we ever could alone.  See page 13 for more information.

Christmas Service Times
Sun. Dec. 16

  11:00am Children's Christmas Program
Sun. Dec. 23

  9:30am Traditional Sunday Service
Mon. Dec. 24

  3:45pm  Musical Prelude
  4:00pm  Christmas Eve Family Service
  7:30pm  Musical Prelude
  8:00pm  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Mon. Dec. 25
10:00am Traditional Christmas Day Service

Please join us.  
Everyone is Welcome! 

What’s INSIDE

http://shepherdofthebay.org
http://shepherdofthebay.org


So, let’s say you want some pizza. 


Even here in Door County, there are plenty of places where you can drive 15 
minutes or less and have a hot pizza, either in the restaurant or in a box on the 
way back home. If you lived in Green Bay or Milwaukee or the Fox Valley, you 

could pick up the phone and within a half hour or so have a pizza delivered to your front door. In fact, one chain 
promises that they will have a pizza at your door within 15 minutes, as long as you are willing to pay the 
premium to get your order to the front of the line. 


Another option, one which most of us don’t even think about, is to pull the flour, yeast, salt, and other staples 
out of the pantry and actually make a batch of pizza dough. Open a can of tomato sauce and season it and let 
it sit. If I have the time, I actually prefer my homemade pizza to most of what I can buy in a restaurant. But I 
don’t always have time for that. And therein lies the crux of the reason why most of us, I’m guessing, don’t even 
think of homemade pizza when we have the hankering.


We live in a time of instant gratification. Whether it’s food, entertainment, business, or relationships, we want it, 
and we want it now. 


How different that spirit is from the patient waiting that our scriptures invite us into. 

• Those who wait on the Lord will renew their strength. They will mount up on wings like eagles; they will run 

and not grow weary; they will walk and not grow faint. (Isaiah 40)

• Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! (Psalm 27)

• Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him. (Psalm 37)

• I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope. (Psalm 130)

• From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works 

for those who wait for him. (Isaiah 62)

• It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. (Lamentations 3)


And the list goes on and on. 


As we enter December and the world is pushing us headlong into the celebration of Christmas, the church 
observes the season of Advent. It’s a time for us to slow down and wait. We enter into the waiting of the 
prophets who for centuries held on to the promise that the Messiah would come. We enter into the waiting of 
Mary who was told she would be the mother of the Messiah, but waited those long 9 months for the baby to be 
born. We enter into the waiting of the church throughout the ages that has witnessed the coming of the Christ-
child in Bethlehem, yet waits in the in between time for God to make all things right and for Christ to come 
again. 


In that patient waiting and expectation, Advent also invites us into a spirit preparation, repentance, and renewal 
as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ at Christmas.  In our own homes, when we know that 
company is coming, we vacuum and clean the bathrooms; we put fresh sheets on the beds and maybe even 
wash windows. We want everything to be just right for our guests. Advent invites us into that kind of spiritual 
housecleaning in preparation for the arrival of the Christ child. What are the old habits that we need to purge? 
What dark corners of our lives need some sweeping up and a little light? 


You’ll notice that the readings in church for the season of Advent focus our attention not only on Christ’s 
coming in Bethlehem, but his coming at the end of time. In that same spirit of waiting, hope, and anticipation, 
we keep our eyes wide open for opportunities for service and mission. Remember that story of the wise and 
foolish virgins? The ones who were invited to the wedding, but the bridegroom was late? Half of them didn’t 
bring any extra oil; so, while they were off to the 7-11 looking for oil, the groom came, the party began, and the 
doors were locked. The point, Jesus said, was always to be watchful, ready, and alert.


Advent is also a time of hope. Jesus’ coming at Christmas is the culmination of centuries of  hoping for God’s 
salvation to arrive. We live in that same spirit of hope. We look at our scriptures and get a glimpse of God’s 
intentions for our world. The world as it should be. And then we look at the world as it is and we long for 
healing, reconciliation and peace. We cry, “O Lord, how long?” even as we pray ,”Lord, have mercy.” Our hope 
is in the one who holds all things in his hand. 


In the season of Advent, each Sunday’s Prayer of the Day begins with a petition to “Stir up.” “Stir up your 
power, Lord Christ,” and “Stir up our hearts, Lord God,” and “Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord 
God,” and “Stir up your power, Lord Christ.” These prayers acknowledge our restlessness and ask God to point 
us to the salvation that God is about to bring.
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I hope you’ll pay close attention to the texts of the great Advent hymns we will sing over the next several 
weeks. Some of them will be very familiar, some will be brand new. They will all reinforce these important 
themes of waiting, watching, and preparation, and will help us enter into the fullness of this important time. 


Waiting. Anticipation. Hope. It’s why we embrace the songs and hymns of Advent instead of jumping right to 
the Christmas carols. It’s why we light the Advent wreath as a way to mark our waiting instead of putting up 
the Christmas tree right away. It’s why we read from the prophets and hear the stark preaching of John the 
Baptist instead of jumping to the angels on the plains of Bethlehem and and stable where the baby was born. 


Embrace it, dear Church, this season of Advent. It promises a time of growing faith and unexpected blessing!


Peace,   Pr. Jim Honig


	

News from World Marketplace—yes, we are still just down 
the hall.  We’ve been working this year to deplete our 
inventory, hoping that within the next year or two someone 
with lots of ideas and energy will decide to carry on the 
tradition of reaching out to artisans all over the world in an 
effort to help create economic freedom in countries 
repeatedly dogged by political unrest, poverty, famine  and 
climatic disaster.  Our tradition was started over 30 years 
ago at Shepherd of the Bay.  Over the years our shoppers 
have decorated their homes with our unique designs and 
have gifted their friends and family.   Some like to say that 
when you buy from the market place you gift twice, once to 
the recipient and again to the artisan.  


 We have just over 200 individual items for sale; some 
beautiful jewelry, scarves, unusual instruments and Nativity 
sets, priced between $1 and $95.  We’re thinking that if each one of our 400 members at Shepherd of the Bay 
purchased just one item from our Marketplace this November/December our shop would be empty and we’d 
be ready to start anew 2019.   We wouldn’t think of limiting each member to one item, so feel free to come 
early and finish your shopping early by completing your whole list at the marketplace.  If you’re lucky it can be 
done.  

Come browse; perhaps, you’ll find just the right scarf for that teacher or friend, a pretty bracelet for a 
granddaughter, a Nativity for a young couple just setting up their household.  

World Marketplace

Out of town and missed a 
sermon? Watch it on 
shepherdofthebay.org. 
Click on Worship and then 
Sermons.  

http://shepherdofthebay.org
http://shepherdofthebay.org


As we travel through the season of Thanksgiving on the way to Advent, 
allow me to hit “pause” and express my gratitude for the Sanctuary Choir at 
Shepherd of the Bay.  What a dedicated and generous group of singers they 
are, who meet every week to rehearse special music for the Sunday services, 
join with their fellow musicians in learning, growing and accomplishing great 
things together as a musical community  and enhance the worship each and 
every Sunday morning.   What a pleasure it is to work with this choir!  I am 
truly grateful that the church has given me this opportunity to serve as their 
choir director.   
 One of the joys of this job is the discovery of our wonderful choral 
library at Shepherd.  Music that was sung years ago has been pulled out of 
the cabinets once again, dusted off and put to good use in support of our 
worship efforts.   The treasures that have been hidden in the filing cabinet 
drawers are being rediscovered and enjoyed by this enthusiastic and very 
capable choir.  “What’s old is new again” has special meaning in the choir 
loft these days.  Keep listening and you will undoubtedly hear one of your 
favorite anthems sung on a Sunday morning, as well as being presented 
with choral music that you have never heard before.   It’s a veritable treasure 
chest of music we are currently exploring, with no end in sight to this 
adventure in singing! 
 Part of this journey has been to combine our vocal efforts with a 
variety of instruments, from piano to organ to tambourines to drums and 
most recently with the newly-formed bell choir on Christ the King Sunday.   
Sometimes the opportunity has arisen for the choir to sing without any 
accompaniment at all!  What a wonderful challenge this has been, to sing A 
Cappella (without accompaniment) on All Saints Day and, looking forward, 
for the 8:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service.   Am I excited about this choir?  You 
bet I am! 
  So what about you?  Do you have an interest in singing with this 
wonderful choral community?  Come join us!  Do you have a limited window 
of opportunity before you fly away to some warmer winter destination?  
Come sing with us while you are still in Northern Door … and then we’ll 
welcome you back when you return in the Spring!    Perhaps you would 
rather play an instrument with the choir or offer a solo for a Sunday service.  
There is a place for you in the musical life at Shepherd of the Bay.  Let me 
know how you would like to use your gifts and we will put them to good 
use! 
  The season of Advent is upon us.  We wait expectantly for Christ’s 
coming, we prepare for his presence among us and we live in hope.  May 
your journey through the Advent season satisfy your every need and bring 
you closer to the truth of the gospel story. 
  
See you in church.  
Judy Jackson, Sanctuary Choir Director 
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 DEC.  EVENTS 
December  3, 10, 17
 - Bible Study w/Ken
     - 9:00am - Parlor
December 6, 13
 - Quilting Group
   - 9:15-2:00pm Fellowship Hall
December 4
 - Board Mtg 10:00 -Parlor
  - Annual Meeting & Pot Luck 

at Noon
December 11
   - Christmas Luncheon & 

Program at Noon 

MEAL 
MINISTRY 

contact 
for 

December     
is

Vernamae Juel 
(920) 854-7220

    If you know of a family or 
individual who could use our 
attention for providing a meal 
when in need or would like your 
name added to the list of women 
willing to prepare and deliver 
meals, please call:   PAT 
SKOGSBAKKEN at 854-1133. 

Pat Skogsbakken – President of 
SOTB Unit Women of the ELCA

The WELCA Board 
Meeting will be 

December 4 at 10am
in the parlor.

	

	

Advent is a time of preparation.  The world’s way of preparing for the birth of 
Jesus, involves the activities of shopping, baking decorating and partying.  But 
God has a different plan.  He wants to prepare us to meet Jesus in a new way.  
How will you do that this Advent?

The Quilters continue to meet on Thursdays and they would love to have you 
join them.  Call Barb Tuttle (920-883-7011) for more information.

Good News!  Mary Perdue has volunteered to host the Birthday Party for the 
residents of the Care Center at Scandia in February.  God bless you, Mary.

SOCIAL 6 has ended for the year.  Watch for new groups forming next spring.

The WELCA Board Meeting will be December 4, at 10am.  We will set up for 
the annual meeting immediately following.  

ATTEND a BIBLE STUDY Monday Morning Bible Study with Ken Bergner  

PRAYER SQUARES are FREE and available in the Narthex.  Take one for 
yourself and for friends to remind you to pray when you touch it in your purse or 
pocket.

PRAYER CHAIN If you have a prayer request that you would like added to the 
prayer chain, e-mail Bonnie Hanson at jnbhanson@gmail.com or the church 
office at sotboffice@yahoo.com . When e-mail is not possible, call Bonnie 
Hanson at 854-5569 or (763) 567-9559 or Cheri Boock at 854-5493.

BOOK CLUB  will not meet in December.  Call Gretchen Farwell (854-6203) for 
more information. 

Don’t forget to use the CHANGE BUCKET- you can make a change in 
someone’s life by putting a donation in the CHANGE BUCKET on Sunday during 
the Fellowship Hour.  Your donation is being used to by gift cards for the Piggly 
Wiggly to give to those in need.

We will set up for the annual 
meeting immediately 

following.  

WELCA has two important events in December.  

First on December 4th at noon is the annual meeting and potluck.  All women of 
SOTB are encouraged to attend.  The mission of WELCA in 2019 will be 
discussed.  We will disburse our funds, elect officers and approve the budget.  

Secondly, on December 11 at noon we are having our annual Christmas 
luncheon.  Sign-up is required by Tuesday,  December 4th and cost is $15.  We 
will have a delicious catered lunch and a program by Connie Glowacki, artist and 
member of SOTB.  Please come and bring a friend.
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Stephen Ministry Donate your Old Cell Phones 
 We are collecting old cell 
phones for HELP of Door 
County. They recycle them 
and get credit towards new 
phones that can be given to 
domestic violence victims 
who need them. There is a 
basket in the narthex for the 
phones.  
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	 Into each and every life struggles come. 
They may take the from of a broken 
relationship or the loss of a loved one. It can 
be a promotion not received or child whose 
making unhealthy decisions. We all have 
experienced these things or probably will in 
the future. If you’d like someone to be with 
you during these times, get a Stephen 
Minister. They won’t make it go away. That is 
God’s work. But they can help you find God in 
a new and marvelous way.  
	 Contact Stan Whiteman (868-2997), 
Pastor Jim or the church office (854-2998) 
for more information on how Stephen 
Ministers can help you. 

An
sw

er
s 

on
 p

g.
 1

1



Youth and Family Ministry News
 Anthony Casanas and I (and a girl from Green Bay), represented 
the East Central Synod at the Youth Leadership Summit in Nebraska the 
first weekend in November. The theme of this annual event led by a group 
of high school youth, was "Through Christ We Can." There were young 
people and adult leaders from across the country learning about advocacy 
specific to: Women’s Justice, Amparro, World Hunger, Welcoming All, 
Environmental Justice, and Racial Justice. All topics that our ELCA is 
involved with. There was also an opportunity for the youth to learn about 
ELCA colleges, young adult ministries, and seminaries. It was so inspiring 
to see all of the young people engaged and sharing so openly with each 
other about their faith, struggles, and joys. 
 The following is a summary of his experience, taken from a letter Anthony wrote the East Central Synod 
who sponsored the trip.  

The Youth Leadership Summit in my perspective is the greatest event I have gone to. Day one 
was mainly about meeting new people and accepting them and making friends in the process, but it’s 
your choice to make that decision. Don’t make the mistake. Be open in this event and you’ll have the 
best experience the ELCA has given to all the synods. 
 Day two was about the main idea of the summit. The 2018 was, how can we advocate? One 
quote that was used was, “Through Christ…” and everyone would answer, “We can!” The main bible 
verse that went with how we can advocate was Philippians 2: 1-5. And I tell you the verse will stick with 
you for the rest of your life. Later in the day you will still be on the verse in small groups and asking, “ 
How does advocating fit into this bible verse?” And in this small group, will grow in discussion and 
become more open minded with yourself and the others around you. For example, I was in a group 
called the Leaf Group and at first we were very silent and some of the group members had to push 
ourselves to talk, but by the end we were all being open minded and laughing about all the leaf puns we 
could think of. The main part of day two was on expanding on what advocating is and how it fits into the 
bible verse. 

Day three was my favorite in opinion. Now on this day we had to go into little 15 minute talks 
about different subjects. Racial Injustice was one of them. We went to each of the subjects so we could 
decide which ones we wanted to go to later. This is because after we went to all of them, we could go to 
two of the subjects. It was very difficult to choose. The subjects were, Racial justice, World Hunger, 
Welcoming of All, Amparro, Environmental Advocacy, and Woman’s Rights. When you went to two of 
them you were introduced to the problems of churches and even world problems. I went to Racial Justice 
and World Hunger. Now one of the examples Racial Justice had was a monopoly game, but with a twist. 
Based on your race your income was either lower or higher. This was a real eye opener. It shows how 
big some of the problems are. Late in the day, after everyone would eat dinner there was something 
called Candle Time. This was my most favorite thing that everyone did at the summit. There was a 
reflection wall. There was cloth you would write a sin in a regular maker and one of God’s promises. 
Then you would wash it and all that was left was God’s promise. Another was a Labyrinth. Anyone could 
walk to the middle and pray for anything. Then there were multiple stations where you would write 
prayers for others and could be presented to everyone on the fourth and last day. Lastly, there was a 

confession room? I call it a confession room because you would confess 
anything to anyone and they were there to help you through it. To let you 
cry on their shoulders or them crying on yours. Everyone has problems that 
deserve to be told or shown. It made an impact and I hope I will stay in 
touch with all of my friends. 
  Day four was the last day the happiest and the saddest. In the 
morning we had a full worship. Pastor Kevin was giving everyone a water 
cross by drawing a cross in water on everyone's forehead. The last day 
everyone was very emotional with everyone leaving. I was only lucky to 
later meet some of my friends at the airport to say one last goodbye. 
Overall the best event and experience of my life.   
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In other happenings:   
 Thank you to everyone who helped make the pancake 
breakfast go smoothly: Dick Burress, Thomas Family, Hitzeman 
Family, Henry Family, Birnschein Family, Lettie Family, Schroeders, 
Kayla/Krista Follingstad, Kylie Bennett, Trevor/Brady Ash, and 
Gabby Lettie. Thanks to everyone who donated, $822 was raised for 
the youth.   

 Confirmation youth had a night of bowling and pizza.  

 God’s Blessings to our First Communion Class: Xavier 
Gaddes, Kuper Tesnow, Lilly Gorham, Josie Martin, David Olson, and 
Calvin Schwab. 

As another year wraps up, I want to thank everyone who has prayed 
for this ministry, shared their time and talent, and shared their 
financial resources. I am blessed to be a part of this church family. 
Wishing you love, joy, and peace during this Advent/Christmas 
Season. 

Thank you to Eloise Lindem and Carol Omernick for helping with the Little Lambs Fall Party. It was a great day of 
learning, fellowship, and fun.  

Thank you to Linda Anderson for 
sewing thirty backpacks for our school 
kits and to everyone who donated 
supplies. The children packed 54 bags 
for Lutheran World Relief to deliver to 
those in need of supplies for education. 
Thank you to Eloise Lindem and Kristi 
Appel for helping with Wonderful 
Wednesdays.

Thank you to Jed Omernick for attending the youth gathering with the senior high. The theme was History Makers 
with a focus on Romans 15:5-7, "May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony 
with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God”. 
Congratulations to Payton Thomas for being elected to the East Central Synod Youth Board. He will take the place of 
Gabby Lettie, who has served for the last two years. Congratulations to Jed Omernick as well. He will be the new 
adult leader on the board. Shepherd of the Bay has been well represented over the years. The youth group also 
volunteered at Peter's Pantry, moving turkeys and chickens to a smaller freezer and painting in the basement. We heard 
an inspirational speaker, went to various workshops, worshipped, and shared time together. 

Youth and Family Ministry News
from Jane Burress

From Youth and Family Ministry News 
from Jane
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Building and Grounds Committee 
If you have any concerns or suggestions regarding the building or grounds, please feel free to mention them to 
any of the Building and Grounds committee members, Jon Hanson, Karl Omernick, Joel Thomas, Scott Theis or 
me. If none of us are around, drop a note in the message holder on the custodian’s closet door in the narthex (the 
door between the 2 restrooms). Thank you for using the message holder and helping to identify things that need 
to be done. 

Building Maintenance 
•LP Tank Leaks – The leaking tank was replaced on October 31st. 
•Fan Belt Replaced – The fan belt for the exhaust fan serving the rear restrooms wore through and was 
replaced. 
•Furnace Repaired – The furnace that supplies the Choir Room and Choir Director’s office was not working 
for approximately 2 weeks due to a frozen bearing in the blower motor. It was repaired Nov 5th and stopped 
working again 2 weeks later due to a bad heat exchanger. The heat exchanger was replaced. Dampeners for 
the Choir Room and Choir Director’s office were found buried under the insulation and were adjusted to 
force more heat into the back hall and Choir Director’s office. It should now be toasty warm.  
•Pest Control – Wil-Kil completed their inspection Nov 7th. No issues found.  

Projects 
•Sanctuary LED Conversion – Will be done along with the Technology upgrade to the sanctuary in 
December. Framing for the new monitors in the front walls along with wiring for the monitors, speakers and 
controls should begin after Thanksgiving.  
•Garage/Storage Building - The construction of the building is complete and fully 
functional. The bus was moved in Nov 27th. Action Electric completed the electrical 
wiring of the inside the building on Nov 7th. Interior outlets and lights were 
installed in both bays. Night sky friendly exterior lighting was installed on the walls 
near both of the service doors and in the peaks over the garage doors. The 
connection to the main building was completed November 27th. The driveways 
were finished Nov 19th by JF Construction. Final grading around the building will 
be done in the Spring. Final building inspection will be scheduled as soon as 
possible. A 2nd donner has approached the Chair and offered to pay for lining the 
interior of the Garden Club/Storage Bay with OSB panelling. The spaces between 
the building posts will be framed with 2x4s and then covered with OSB (plywood). 
This will prevent denting of the exterior steel siding from objects falling against it 
from the inside and provide the necessary surface to which shelving, hooks, 
brackets, etc. can be secured. 
•Sanctuary Technology Taskforce – The materials (wire and monitor mounting brackets) were received 
Nov 26th. Wiring for the new system begun Nov 27th. New wires will be required in the Sanctuary, Narthex 
and Fellowship Hall, most of which will be up and over the Sanctuary ceiling. Camera Corner (Equipment 
Supplier) will come in after the wiring is complete to install the new system. 

Outside Christmas Lights – The Council approved putting lights on some of the evergreens along the highway, 
so we’re looking for cash donations for the purchase of white outdoor LED lights. 

Thomas Tuttle - Chair 



Who Are the BRIDGES Students? 

Where Do They Come From? 
 Every summer 300 to 400 international students come to work for the summer tourism business in Door 
County, but nationwide, 100,000 J-1 visas are granted by the State Department to sponsoring organizations who 
serve as the link between businesses who need summer help and universities abroad where the students find out 
about working in America.  
 Over the last ten years, international students have come from six different continents, with the 
majority from Eastern Europe.  This year 34 countries were represented:  Albania, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, China, Columbia, Croatia, Czech Republic, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Estonia, Jamaica, Jordan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Lithuania, Mexico, Moldova, Mongolia, Montenegro, Nigeria, Philippines, Poland, 
Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and a few from the U.S. 
The largest number of students that have come in a ten-year period came from China, 265; followed by 
Bulgaria, 242; Ukraine, 149; Romania, 117; Turkey, 115; and Russia, 88.  

How Do They Get Here? 
 Summer workers must be university students in order to qualify for a J-1 visa, which allows them to work 
for three months and to travel for an additional month. Universities abroad often offer “Job Fairs” where 
students can learn about the opportunities and locations in the U.S. where jobs are available. Students who 
have previously worked in Door County for a summer will often tell their friends to be sure to come here. Once a 
student has signed up with a sponsoring agent, they are provided with a job contract, airfare, and health 
insurance for four months, at a cost to them of $2500-$3500. The students must pass an English examination and 
get permission from the U.S. embassy in their country to come to the United States on a Work and Travel Visa. 
 Businesses are required to provide housing for their temporary employees, and the housing is vetted by 
the sponsor to make sure it is acceptable. On occasion, a few have been found wanting. 

Why Do They Come? 
 Students come primarily to earn money, as there are few opportunities for them to earn equivalent 
money in their own countries.  With their initial job contract and a secondary job, they can earn enough money 
to pay for an entire year at their university for the following year. One year a girl from Kazakhstan worked three 
jobs in order to earn enough money to pay for her brother’s schooling. Students also come to learn more about 
American culture and to improve their English. Over the past ten years 150 students have returned to Door 
County for second, third, and even fourth summers. 

Where Do They Work? 
 Every year the number of businesses employing international students changes. New businesses decide to 
hire foreign workers, some decide not to hire them again, but roughly 75 businesses are involved each year. 
Sister Bay usually has the largest number of students, with 82 students working in 22 establishments; followed 
by Egg Harbor with 64 students in 11 businesses; 34 students in 10 locations in Ephraim; 27 students hired by 4 
businesses in Ellison Bay; 22 working in Fish Creek; 19 students in Sturgeon Bay in 7 businesses; and 16 in 
Baileys Harbor and Jacksonport. They work primarily in motels and restaurants, with a few in orchards or 
farms. 

What Do They Say? 
      A girl from Taiwan:   “When I get a job, I hope I can give back to someone else like you have done for us.” 
      Another girl:               “I just wanted you to know that you have changed my way of thinking. Thank you!” 
      A girl from Turkey:    “We discovered that we’ve been lied to in our country.” 
      A girl from China:      “Why do you do this? Does the government pay you to do this? 

Why Should We Care? 
 Every year God brings these students to our doorstep. They speak understandable English. They are far 
away from home, often for the first time, are sometimes lonely, and would welcome someone showing 
friendship to them. This was the third summer one boy worked in the U.S., two years elsewhere, but this time in 
Door County. He said, “This is the first time someone in America was nice to me.” THREE years before someone 
showed him kindness and friendship! 

 We have an opportunity to welcome them and show them the kindness that flows from being followers of 
Jesus. This is a missions opportunity which doesn’t require us to move far away or learn a new language. We can 
be good neighbors right here in Door County shine the light of God’s love and grace for these students. 
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Shepherd of the Bay Council Meeting November 19, 2018 
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Readers :
Ushers :

Dec. 2 Scott & Marcia Eckdahl
Dec. 9 Tim & Sue West
Dec. 16 Rod Synnes & OPEN
Dec. 23 OPEN
Dec. 24 Bob & Sharon Pluff
Dec. 25 OPEN
Dec. 30 OPEN

Please sign up on the bulletin board if 
you can help usher 

or contact Cheryl Becht.

Dec. 2 Dave Boock
Dec. 9 Jan Mielke
Dec. 16 Ken Bergner
Dec. 23 Stan Whiteman
Dec. 24 Ron Stromen (4:00)

Myrma Howard (8:00)
Dec. 25 Open
Dec. 30 Cindy Beem

Present: Ron Hupe, Scott Henry, Pastor Jim Honig, Alicia Kropuenske, Cheryl Becht, Holly Thomas, Jenny 
Sitte
Absent: John Skoggsbaken, Carl Jackson, Barb Meyer, Scott Eckdahl

Call to Order 5:04 pm

Pastor Honig began with a discussion regarding council growth.  We discussed personal reasons as to why 
SOTB is important to us.

The Treasurers Report was presented by Ron Hupe.  A donation was rec’d from the Tai Chi group.  A note was 
rec’d from Frank and Carol Weber regarding the damage to their property from Hurricane Michael.  Very 
minimal damage to their home and the loss of a few trees.  Discussion of comparison of last years pledges to 
what has been received this year.

•Motion to Approve the Treasurers Report. Motion by Cheryl Becht. Second by Scott Henry
•Motion carried

Committee Reports were received via email.
•Motion to approve Committee Reports. Motion by Alicia Kropuenske. Second by Holly Thomas
•Motion carried

Discussion regarding the updated Policy Manual.  Pastor expressed concern that our current manual was not 
meeting our needs even with updating and he is working on obtaining a more suitable version that we can 
revise to suit the needs at SOTB.

Discussion that the 2019 Budget needs to be finalized at the Jan 2019 Council Meeting.

Discussion regarding the Nominating Committee for the replacement of 4 council members that will be leaving 
after the current term ends.  Possible new council members were discussed.

Discussion of information presented to us via email by Jane Burress regarding the Interfaith Prosperity 
Collaboration.  The group is focused on the subject of affordable housing needs in Door County.  Council 
voiced their support which Pastor will pass along to Jane Burress.

Discussion of Endowment Distribution.  $10,000.00 will be distributed in 2019.  The money will be used to 
offset budget expenses in 2019.  Specifics to be discussed at the Budget Meeting.

The Council received a resignation letter from Stanley Whiteman as Human Resource Administrator effective 
January 1, 2019.  The Council wishes to thank Stan for 10 years of faithful service.

Respectfully submitted,
Jenny Sitte, Secretary

Puzzle Answers
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Poinsettia Order Form
    It is time to order poinsettia plants for Christmas decoration.  They will be on the altar for Dec. 23, 
24, 25 & 30.
 You may take your plant beginning Sunday, December 30th after the service.

Place your order soon!  The deadline to order is Wed, Dec. 12th and the number of plants is limited.  
No orders will be accepted after that date and no orders will be taken by phone.

The price this year will be $18.00 each.  Please send or bring your order with CHECK attached to church.

Please print –

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________________________________

In memory/honor of:

____________________________________________________________________

Please pray about how you can participate in this mission activity….  
Think about it…..  Pray about it…..  Join us …… 

James 1:27 (NIV) "Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world." 

	
Shepherd of the Bay, along 

with Peace Lutheran Church in Antigo, 
have reserved March 22-30, 2019 for 
a Short Term Mission Trip to 
Chichicastenago, Guatemala through 
the ministry Pray America. 

We will be building houses for 
widows, repairing houses, installing 
efficient cooking stoves and water 
filters. We will also be sharing the love 
of God by playing with the kids, 
talking with the widows and visiting 
our sponsor families. 

If you would like more 
information about the trip, call  John 
& Nora Zacek  920-854-4890. You 
can also get more information at the 
prayamerica.org website.

Projects done by teams (typically total project costs = $10,000): 
• Building of 12 X 18 or 12 X 16 foot widow homes ($1500/home) 
• Restoration Package (cost $1150/home): Paint/restore home + Bathroom + 

Audio-Bible + Water Filter 
• Restoration and repair of widow homes previously built ($600/home) 
• Efficient Wood Burning Stove Package ($300 each) 
• Bathroom ($500 each) 
• Water Filters ($125 each) 
• Audio Bibles in Quiche’ Language ($25/each) 
• Shoe Distribution ($10/each): Every child must have a pair of shoes to attend 

school. 
• Feeding Program ($15/each for a month): Children & widows are fed 

physically & spiritually twice/week. ($180 of each team members room/
board feeds a child for a year) 

Please see the 25 Days of Giving on page   for more specific information 
on donating these items. 

Guatemala Update
Short Term Mission Trip in March 2019

http://prayamerica.org/
http://prayamerica.org/
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25 Days of Giving
Gift Guide

This Advent please consider giving a 
gift to support the ministries of SOTB that 
mean the most to your and your family. 
Together, we can do more than we ever could 
alone.  
 Each day we would like to accumulate 
that number of gifts; ex.) on day 12 we would 
like to send 12 elementary kids to weekend 
camp at $100 each. You can give the entire 
amount or contribute towards the total. 

1. Widow Home ($1700)
Give 1 widow in Guatemala a 12x18 ft

home of her own. 

2. Home Restorations ($600 each)
Repair 2 widow homes in Guatemala

3. Footwashing: ($175)
Visit a family in Guatemala and share 

the gospel message of Jesus serving his 
disciples by washing their feet. We will wash 
their feet and bring new shoes and socks for 
up to 10 family members.
4. Bathroom projects ($500 each)

Install outdoor latrine for 4 families in 
Guatemala.

5. Quilts for 5 High School Seniors ($20 each)
      (Made by the Wonderful Wednesday Kids)

6. Efficient Cooking Stoves ($300 each)
Help 6 Guatemala families save money 

and improve their health  

7. Water Filters  ($125 each)
Provide clean drinking water for 7 

families in Guatemala.

8.  8 donations of money to the Northern Door     
     Food Pantries to buy items in short supply.

9. Donations for Secret Santa program for 
providing heat to needy Northern Door 
Families. 

10.  Audio Bibles ($25 each) for families in 
Guatemala to hear the Word of God. 
11. Donations for the Bridges Program 
(provide a fun evening for the 
foreign exchange workers.)
12. Elementary Kids camp at Imago Dei 
for the weekend ($100 each)

13. Shoes for 13 kids in Guatemala to go 
to School. ($10 each)
14. High Schoolers to Mission Trip to 
Louisville, KY.   ($400)
15. $15 feeds a child twice a week for 1 
month at a Feeding Program in Guatemala
16. Kids to Confirmation Camp ($425 each)

(A week long camp in June to help 
our confirmands grow in their faith)

17.  1 roll of Quilt Batting makes 17 quilts 
($75) for Lutheran World Relief

18. $1.40 each to send School Kits thru 
Lutheran World Relief

19. Handicap Accessible Swing
Make a donation for Gabby Lettie’s 

Senior project of purchasing a Handicap 
Accessible Swing at the Gibraltar 
Elementary School playground. Checks 
should be made out to Gibraltar School with 
Gabby Lettie in the memo line.

20. 20 pairs of mittens, gloves, scarves and  
winter hats.

Donate to JUST Door County’s 
Warmth for Winter program. These items 
will be placed in food pantries around Door 
County. 

Christmas Families
#21 -25 to be given to Northern Door  

families in need. 
21. Target Gift Cards 
22. Walmart Gift Cards
23. ShopKo Gift Cards
24. Piggly Wiggly Gift Cards
25. Gas Gift Cards 



Lessons for December
Dec. 2 : First Sunday of Advent 
First Lesson : Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Second Lesson : 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Holy Gospel :  Luke 21:25-36 
Introduction to the readings: Advent is about the “coming days.” 
God’s people have always lived in great expectation, but that 
expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed 
for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to 
spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our 
Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Our Lord’s contemporaries hoped for the 
time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the 
coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the 
advent of our Lord in word and supper.

Dec. 9 : Second Sunday of Advent 
First Lesson: Malachi 3:1-4 
Second Lesson: Philippians 1:3-11 
Holy Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 
Introduction to the readings: Forerunners and messengers advance the 
advent of our God. While John the baptizer’s voice in the wilderness 
may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as 
easily herald the coming Lord Jesus as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. 
Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the 
gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of the Lord and 
assist all flesh in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.”

Dec. 16 : Third Sunday of Advent 
First Lesson: Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Second Lesson: Philippians 4:4-7 
Holy Gospel: Luke 3:7-18 
Introduction to the readings: The presence of the Lord “in your midst” 
in the wonder of the holy supper is cause for singing. The nearness of 
the Lord in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for rejoicing. The 
coming of one “more powerful” than John, even with his winnowing 
fork in his hand, is good news—and cause for exultation—for us who 
are being saved. Great joy is the tone for the third Sunday of Advent.

Dec. 23 : Fourth Sunday of Advent 
First Lesson: Micah 5:2-5a 
Second Lesson: Hebrews 10:5-10 
Holy Gospel: Luke 1:39-45 
Introduction to the readings: Cradle and cross are inextricably 
connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a lovely tribute to 
the little town of Bethlehem and the blessed virgin Mary’s magnificent 
song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms 
that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all.” It is the kind of tension in which the church always lives as 
when in the holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the 
Lord's death.”

Altar Guild :
December - Bob & Sharon Pluff

January - 

December Coffee Hour Group
Co-chair: 
Lee & Jill Lhost 421-0285
Mary Kay Vartanian 854-9150

Anita Franke 854-2455 
Leah Giesler 421-1866
Michelle Hefty 854-9423
Erv & Carolyn Hitzeman 854-5052
J.J. & Kris Johnson 854-5490
Shannon Jungwirth 854-2095
Kendall Koehler 839-5000
Joanne Peterson 421-1147
Mark & Jennifer Sitte 854-1807
Joel & Holly Thomas 854-2420
Dennis & Lisa Voight           839-5121
Steve & Cathy Walgren.       854-7899

January Coffee Hour Group
Co-Chair: 
Alicia Kropuenske 421-0528 
 Tom MacDonald 854-7364 

Dave & Jeanne Aurelius 854-5027
Jack Axelson 854-7531
Dan & Gretchen Farwell 854-6203
Betty Ann Heard 854-5929
Jeff Johnson  854-2114
Josh & Alicia Kropuenske 839-2559
Lawrie & Mary Kull 746-0998
Roberta Kutlik 854-9242
Celia Manson 421-0276
Scott & Kathy Schultz 421-2302
Mary Kay Shumway 421-0038
Al & Nancy Strack 854-7392

Dec. 30 : First Sunday of Christmas 
First Lesson: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
Second Lesson: Colossians 3:12-17 
Holy Gospel: Luke 2:41-52 
Introduction to the readings: On the first Sunday of Christmas we find 
the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both in the temple, both growing in 
wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind. We too have 
returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 
to God,” who has gifted us with a savior. As the festival continues, “let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still.
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Christmas Service Times
Sun. Dec. 16

  11:00am Children's’ Christmas Program
Sun. Dec. 23

  9:30am Traditional Sunday Service
Mon. Dec. 24

  3:45pm  Musical Prelude
  4:00pm  Christmas Eve Family Service
  7:30pm  Musical Prelude
  8:00pm  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Mon. Dec. 25
10:00am Traditional Christmas Day Service

Please join us.  
Everyone is Welcome! 


