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What’s INSIDE

Soup’s On!  
     Thanks to Jeni Tveten who has 

filled our soup freezer with fresh, 

homemade soup. We have quarts and 

pints of the following soups: Pea, 

Vegetarian Minestrone, Bean with 

Kielbasa, Chicken Noodle, Chili, 

Chicken Vegetable.  

 If you, your neighbor, or 

someone you know, would like some 

soup you can pick it up in the 

freezer at church. Or if you would 

like it delivered, call Eloise Lindem 

(920)854-4458 or the church office 

(920)854-2988 or 

sotboffice@yahoo.com.  

Everyone is Welcome!

Oftentimes, to grasp the fullness of something 
significant, we have to look at both sides. So it is that 
to approach the meaning of Christ, we have to say 
two things: Jesus and Christ; human and divine; dead 
and alive; bread and body. 

Palm Sunday celebrates these two sides: we 
begin by praising Christ with “Hosanna,” and we go 
on to shout “Crucify him!” Come join us on Palm 
Sunday, March 28th, as we fit both truths into one 
service.

In Person Services will resume 
Sunday, March 21st

We are adding an in-person service option with 
the drive-in service beginning March 21st at 9:30am.

Attendance for the service inside the church will 
be limited to 50 people so you must sign up. 

To sign up online, go to our website and fill out 
the short information form for each service you want to 
attend. 

If you do not have internet access, call the 
church office by Thursday of each week you want to 
attend to reserve your spot. 

More specific information can be found on pages 
two and three.   

mailto:sotboffice@yahoo.com
mailto:sotboffice@yahoo.com


Pr. Jim Honig
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“Those who wait on the Lord will renew their strength; they will mount up on wings like eagles;  
they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not grow faint.” Isaiah 40:31  

After a long, challenging year of not being able to worship together in the building, after a long period of 
waiting, we are moving forward with plans to resume in-person worship on Sunday, March 21. The Re-
Opening Task Force and the Congregation Council have been working diligently and faithfully for several 
weeks to put all the pieces together for our return to the building. We are grateful for their service, and 
grateful to God for this new opportunity for worship. 


Here are some of the details you need to know:

• Drive-in church and in-person church will happen at the same time, at 9:30am on Sunday 

mornings. The format of the service will be the same as we have been using for drive-in church. The 
service will be led from the sanctuary and broadcast to the parking lot. 


• Initially, we are limiting the in-person church to 50 persons, in compliance with public health 
recommendations. Registration is required and is done through the church website 
(www.shepherdofthebay.org). If you don’t have access to the internet, you can register by calling 
the church office (920-854-2988) by Thursday of the week you want to attend. 


• Those attending in-person church are asked to park on the west side of the building ( the far end of 
the building between the choir room and the bus garage). If necessary, additional parking will be 
available along that end of the parking lot. The rest of the parking lot will be reserved for those 
attending drive-in church. 


• Those attending in-person church will enter the building through the choir room and proceed down 
the hall to the narthex, following physical distancing protocols. The main entrance to the church will 
continue to be used to distribute communion and bulletins to those attending drive-in church. All 
those attending in-person church will be required to wear a mask covering the mouth and 
nose. Hand sanitizing stations will be available. In the narthex, as you arrive, an usher will check 
you in. Individual servings of the wine and wafer for communion will be available in the narthex. 
Please take that serving if desired, and an usher will seat you in the sanctuary. After communion is 
finished, please deposit the empty cup, lid, and envelope in the plastic bag provided. Receptacles will 
be available as you leave the sanctuary. 


• After the service, ushers will dismiss worshipers one by one, and you are asked to exit the building 
directly, again maintaining safe physical distancing. 


For the time being, we will continue to offer a recorded service that may be viewed on-line. One the past 
year, we have demonstrated remarkable flexibility and agility in responding to these unprecedented times. 
As we move into this new stage in our life together, we anticipate the need for that same flexibility as we to 
respond to new and often rapidly changing situations. We hope that as things continue to improve, we will 
be able to expand our basic service and increase the number of people that can be together in the building. 
So, this will be a work in progress. We appreciate your patience and support as we work and worship 
together, all for the sake of God’s mission. 


Pr. Jim Honig

In Person Services will resume Sunday, March 21st

https://www.shepherdofthebay.org/simpl-e-schedule
https://www.shepherdofthebay.org/simpl-e-schedule


Bible Studies on Zoom
- Sundays at 11:00am - Sunday Conversation
- Tuesdays at 9:00am - Pastor’s Bible Study

Links to the above online events along with other 
updates and news will be sent out weekly in Pastor Jim’s 
News and Notes emails on Saturday.

Shepherd of the Bay Church 
FaceBook Page Live

Join Pastor Jim for a time of prayer and 
worship. 

- Tues. & Thurs. at Noon for Prayer
- Wed. at 7:00 PM for a Night Prayer 

Service Times and Places

Drive-in Service
-  Sundays at 9:30am in the 

Shepherd of the Bay parking lot.
It will be a brief service with prayers, 
readings, hymns, communion and a 

sermon. 

We ask that you follow the 
guidelines listed on our website. 

Traditional 
Worship Service 
The bulletin & Service 
video will be posted on 
shepherdofthebay.org 

Sunday morning.

Sign up to attend in-person services on our website at 
https://www.shepherdofthebay.org/simpl-e-schedule 

Sunday Traditional Worship services can be viewed on our website at
https://www.shepherdofthebay.org/sermons

In-Person Service
-  Sundays at 9:30am in the Shepherd 

of the Bay Sanctuary.
This is the same service as the Drive-in 

Service. It will be led from the Sanctuary and 
broadcast to the parking lot. 

 You must reserve your seat and wear 
a mask at all times while in the 

building.  

The Risk and Attending of Indoor Services
By Dr. Bill Meyer

We make choices every day.  Some are based on habitual behavior with little thought involved whereas others 
require serious examination of the risks and benefits expected from our action or inaction.  We must take some risks, 
but we often don’t know how bad the outcomes may be.  

The COVID pandemic has changed our lives in many ways.  The potential risk of being infected, hospitalized, 
or dying due to the virus has greatly affected many of the activities that we once took for granted.  We have been 
under siege from the virus for more than a year and we long for the social closeness and spiritual comforts that have 
been denied us.  Our unique geographic location has been both a blessing and a curse.  The pandemic has not affected 
us as much as most other areas of the country, but the threat of the virus still poses the same risks that can lead to 
illness and death.  

Every decision you and I make has the potential for good and bad outcomes.  Taking a walk to get some 
sunshine and fresh air may also result in a nasty fall on a patch of ice.  Attending an indoor church service will provide 
spiritual comfort and may give us the assurance that things are becoming normal again.  However, someone also 
attending the service may have a COVID infection without any symptoms and you could become infected.  How 
much risk are you willing to take?  I know that if I get infected, I may become very ill but also that I will have a 
reasonable chance of surviving whereas if my spouse were to infected the outcome would likely be deadly.  That means 
I won’t take a big risk of close social activities until everyone in my social circle has been fully immunized. You may be 
willing to take more risk.  

We are going to attempt to open the church for a limited number of congregants who will need to strictly 
abide by social distancing, wearing masks, not singing and little speaking.  It is a risk that I think is reasonable as the 
current level of infections in our immediate area is low.  You should be aware, however, that there is still some risk 
involved.  Currently there have been few reported infections in the area; therefore, there is a relatively small risk 
(1.3%) of someone attending the service who is contagious.  Wearing masks and social distancing potentially reduces 
that risk by more than half.  I think many people would accept that risk, but I can’t.  As the pandemic continues I will 
re-assess the risk of attending the service and report it weekly.
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Yes, Lord
Words and Music by

Pepper Choplin

Yes,  Lord,  Yes,  my Lord.
Yes  is our answer.

What’s your question gonna be?

Well Samuel, he was sleeping in the temple late one night.
He heard a voice calling him and he woke up in a fright.
He went to see old Eli to ask him what to do.
And he said:  
“When you hear that voice again,
Say Lord, I’m here for you!”
And he said:

Yes,  Lord,  Yes,  my Lord.
Yes  is our answer.

What’s your question gonna be?

Well Peter, Andrew, James and John got a visit from the Lord.
They were working on their fishing nets when he walked up on the shore.
He said:
“Will you leave your nets behind and watch your lives begin?
You’ve been fishing your whole life away, come be my fishers of men.”
And they said:

Yes,  Lord,  Yes,  my Lord.
Yes  is our answer.

What’s your question gonna be?

“Now will you go out for me?”
We say:  Yes,  Lord.
“Will you feed the hungry?
We say:  Yes,  my Lord.
“Will you praise my name?”
Yes,  Lord.
“Stand up and proclaim?”
Yes,  my Lord.
And we’ll say:

Yes, Lord!  Yes, my Lord!
Yes  is our answer.

What’s your question gonna be?
Whatever your question, we will say:

YES,  MY  LORD!

What will our answer be when God speaks to us?  Do we wait to hear God’s question before forming a 
response?  Do we weigh the pro’s and con’s before taking action?  Or do we embrace the opportunity to say 
“Yes,  Lord” in all circumstances?  I pray my answer will be:  Yes,  Lord.  How about you?

Blessings to you in this Lenten Season.
Judith Jackson
Principal Pianist, Sanctuary Choir Director and Drive-in Church Musician!
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Youth and Family Ministry News
from Lynda Pietruszka

   920-854-2988 or sotb.lynda@gmail.com

From Youth and Family Ministry News 
from Jane

Sunday School 
for ages 3 through grade 6

Join us for Sunday School each Sunday at 11:00 
a.m. (recorded, so you can participate anytime!) 
on Face Book; Shepherd of the Bay, Family and 
Friends.

March 7th    The Ten Commandments   
Exodus 20:1-17

March 14th  The Light of the World   John 3:14-21
March 21st   Serve and Follow   John 12:20-33
March 28th   Holy Week, Resurrection Eggs!  

Mark 11:1-11, 14:1-15:47

Little Lambs Story Time, Puppets, & More!  
Infants, Toddlers, Preschoolers

Little ones and their care providers, gather every 
Wednesday morning on the Face Book Shepherd of 
the Bay Family and Friends at 10:00 a.m. (recorded, 
so you can participate anytime!) with the exception of 
the first Wednesday of the month meeting at 10:30 
a.m., reserved for a Zoom parent and care provider 
check in!  Please contact Lynda if you would like 
more information!

March 3rd  Parent/Care Provider Zoom 10:30am
March 10th  Luau today!  Let’s pretend it is 

Summer!
March 17th  The Trinity for Littles and a little 

Leprechaun fun!
March 24th  Easter for Littles
March 31st  No meeting so families may 

participate in Holy Week.

Wonderful Wednesdays 
for Grade 1 through 6

Note the time change on Zoom!  5:00 p.m. Watch 
for a Zoom invite via email.  If you do not receive 
an invite, please don’t hesitate to contact Lynda.

March 3rd     The 9th and 10th  Commandments, 
Scavenger Hunt!!

March 17th   Bring an Apple tonight for the Trinity 
Prayer!  It is time to start making our quilts for 
the High School Graduating Seniors!

Confirmation
Pastor Jim will meet the Confirmation 

Students on Zoom at 4:00 p.m.  Be on the look 
out for your email invitation!  
March 3rd      Commandments 3 and 4
March 10th    Commandments 5 and 6
March 17th    Commandments 7 and 8
March 24th     Commandments 9 and 10
March 31st     No class tonight

First Sunday in Lent, God Keeps His Promises,

March is a month for new beginnings as the first day of Spring approaches!  As you continue to 
travel through the Lenten season with your family, consider the fresh start God gives us every 
morning when we wake up, and as we travel through Holy Week, leading up to Easter Sunday 
morning.  Spend time with your children, learning and growing in your faith!  

Be on the look out again for the Shepherd of the Bay Van, as our Youth deliver a special 
Holy Week Kit to our families with children, the week of March 21st AND as our church 
family broadcasts “THE ABC’s of HOLY WEEK”!!   

mailto:sotb.lynda@gmail.com
mailto:sotb.lynda@gmail.com
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High School Youth Group

Jack Hitzeman's prize 
pretzels, homemade 
from our youth group 
online "Cooking 101"

Where is “Hal” our High School Youth Group hanging out these days?  
Wed., March 10th   Zoom 7:00 p.m.  Get a Grip on Lent, who, what, where, 

when ,why? And! “Cooking 101”!!  We’ll get the recipe out to you 
ahead of time via email!  Cooking optional!!

Wed., March 24th    Delivering Resurrection Eggs, Easter baskets, and more 
in the SOTB Van!  We’ll also go out on the 25th for a second night if 
you can’t make the first night!  Delivery, music, hanging with friends, 
and making connections with your church fam!  

Klaud’s Pantry 
Klaud’s Pantry Wish List-Refrigerator and Freezer:


Yogurt-plain and flavored, Gogurt, Regular, Low Fat and Greek

Small packages of ground beef or chicken for the freezer

Cottage cheese 	 	 	 Milk (Gallons and 1/2 gallons)

Butter and/or margarine	 	 Eggs

Lunchmeat	 	 	 	 Carrots and celery 

String cheese	 	 	 Hummus

Tortillas	 	 	 	 Fresh or frozen fruit

Fresh or frozen juice


Stephen Ministry 
Some years are hard.  This past year seems to be never ending. 

Maybe you’ve lost someone dear, maybe you’re in the middle of an 
illness or injury, or maybe things just aren’t going well right now.  If that’s 
you –or someone you know—let our trained team of Stephen Ministers 
help.  We are here to listen. All care is confidential.  Please contact Stan 
Whiteman at 920-868-2997 or Pastor Jim at 920-854-2998 to get you 
connected with a Stephen Minister. 

Waking Up White

	 On Thursday afternoons at 1:00, beginning on Thursday, March 11, Pr. Jim will be hosting a 
conversation on race, using the book Waking Up White, by Debby Irving. The book is an excellent introduction 
to some of the issues surrounding racial justice in the US.

	 In this book, Ms. Irving tells the story of her journey from white oblivion to white awareness, and tells it 
with such honesty and vulnerability that it becomes an inspiration to others. For 25 years, she sensed 
inexplicable racial tensions in her personal and professional relationships. As a colleague and neighbor, she 
worried about offending people she deeply wanted to befriend. As an arts administrator, she didn’t understand 
why her diversity efforts lacked traction. As a teacher, she found her best efforts to reach out to students and 
families of color left her wondering what she was missing. Then it happened. The “Aha!” moment that 
launched an adventure of discovery and insight that drastically shifted her worldview and changed the 
trajectory of her life. 

	 Our conversations will last 60-90 minutes, meeting each week for 9 weeks. You are welcome and 
encouraged to read the book prior to our first meeting on March 11. Please call the church office or email Pr. 
Jim to register. At least initially, our meetings will take place online via Zoom. 



Book Selections for Shepherd of 
the Bay Book Group – 2021 
 All meetings for the fall and winter 
season will be via Zoom beginning at 9:30 
am, the 3rd Thursday morning of the month. 
Marcia Eckdahl will handle the technical 
details for the meeting; Gretchen Farwell is 
the convener.  

March 18, 2021  
Winn, Raynor. The Salt Path. 2019. “The 
true story of a couple who lost everything and 
embarked on a transformative journey 
walking the South West Coast Path in 
England.” 630 miles! 

April 15, 2021 
Jio, Sarah. All the Flowers in Paris.  2019. 
(If you liked Sarah's Key and Nightingale, you 
will like this one.) Two women are connected 
across time by the city of Paris, a mysterious 
stack of love letters, and shocking secrets 
sweeping from World War II to the present. 

May 20, 2021 
Powers, Richard – Overstory. 2019. Won the 
2019 Pulitzer prize in fiction. “a sweeping, 
impassioned work of activism and resistance 
that is also a stunning evocation of―and 
paean to―the natural world. From the roots 
to the crown and back to the seeds, Richard 
Powers’s twelfth novel unfolds in concentric 
rings of interlocking fables that range from 
antebellum New York to the late twentieth-
century Timber Wars of the Pacific Northwest 
and beyond. There is a world alongside 
ours―vast, slow, interconnected, resourceful, 
magnificently inventive, and almost invisible 
to us. This is the story of a handful of people 
who learn how to see that world and who are 
drawn up into its unfolding catastrophe.” – 

Amazon [Many copies in library system. This is a 
big book – 502 pages, so might be good for a 
“winter” read ORDER THIS ONE EARLY!] 

Grace Rossman – President of SOTB 
Unit Women of the ELCA

WELCA Prayer Chain
The WELCA Prayer Chain continues to 

serve all the members and friends of SOTB for 
prayer requests. 
To send a Prayer Request:
  1. Send an email to Cheri Boock at 
cheriboock@gmail.com
  2. State the request with wording that you 
want for the request. Make sure you have 
received permission from he person in need of 
the request.
  3. The request will be sent when received by 
Cheri.
  4. The Prayer Chain members always are glad 
to receive a report of how the person is doing 
as they are sending out their prayers, so if you 
request a prayer for someone, please let us 
know how that person is doing.

If you want to be included as a recipient 
of the Prayer Chain, and pray for those in need, 
contact Cheri Boock at 920-854-5493 or cell 
920-421-1210 or the above email. 

Please note the change in Cheri’s email for 
the prayer chain.  
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Covid has restricted our activities, but we 
still have an active book club percolating- 
Thank you, Gretchen Farwell!


Many of our friends are reporting their 
vaccinations, so this is a reminder that 
we all must continue to practice careful 
distancing and mask wearing.


Stay safe!  Remember that most of us 
have not been vaccinated yet.  We’re all 
looking forward to being together again.  
Till then, God bless.


Grace Rossman, WELCA president  



Building and Grounds Committee
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Interior LED Lights – The lights ordered to replace the “humming” lights previously received were 
delivered Thursday February 25th and will be installed the first week of March. 
Sanctuary Dimmers – The new dimmers were installed Friday February 5th. During the installation they 
found 4 of the 12 dimmer modules defective. Replacements were ordered and installed a couple days later. 
The dimmers are now working properly and have eliminated the flickering lights. Two years ago, when the 
new AV system was installed, we pulled a new wire from the dimmer control panel in the Sound Closet 
behind the pianos to the AV desk. This allowed us to now move the Master Lighting Control switch that was 
located in the Choir Loft cabinet to the AV desk. A lighting control outlet was also moved to the AV desk. That 
outlet is compatible with an old Strand Lighting Control board that was used with the original system and had 
not be used for many years. The Lighting Control Board will allow us to control the 24 individual lighting 
circuits in the sanctuary. I experimented with the Strand Lighting Control Board and I am happy to report that 
it works. Now we have full control over the individual 24 lighting circuits in the sanctuary. Mapping of the 
individual light circuits has begun, but will take a little more time to determine which lights are controlled by 
the individual circuits. 

Insulation – As reported last month the insulating work done last Spring above the kitchen has had a 
noticeable positive impact on the kitchen temperatures during the recent cold spell. Last year during a similar 
cold period the kitchen water pipes froze and we had frost along the base board molding in the 2nd floor 
hallway. It has now been cold enough, long enough to declare both issues solved.
Simplicity Lawn Tractor Replacement – The Committee agreed at their February meeting to 

recommend to the Council the purchase of a new John Deere 1025R tractor 
with attachments. Subsequently, 3 John Deere Dealers were asked to quote 
the following equipment; 1025R compact utility tractor with front loader, 60in 
mid-mount mower deck, 48in rotary cutter, adjustable pallet forks, 54in 
adjustable front snow blade, engine coolant heater, engine block heater, dual 
forward lighting, Load-N-Go brackets for the 60in mower deck, 3pt hitch 
Quick Coupler, 3pt receiver hitch kit, ballast box, and box scraper. Two of the 
3 quotes were within $300 of each other with the 3rd being $5000 higher and 
eliminated from consideration. The Committee agreed that the purchase of 
the 54in snow blade could not be justified by the anticipated minimal usage 
and that the money saved would be better directed toward a steel pallet rack 

shelf unit for storage of the attachments. An anonymous donor has come forward with money for the new 
tractor and related implements. The Council accepted the donation at their February 22nd meeting and has 
authorized the Chair of Buildings and Grounds to proceed with the purchase. When the Garden Club 
reconvenes this Spring, they will have a new tractor with attachments to make their job easier. On behalf of 
the Garden Club, Thank you to the donor.

Building Maintenance
Electric Space Heaters, Instant Water Heaters and Humidifiers – There are a number of electric 
space heaters around the building that invariably run all the time or not at all. New thermostats have either 
been installed or ordered. The instant hot water heaters that supply the back entrance restrooms stopped 
working and have now been fixed. There are 2 humidifiers that serve the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. The 
one supplying the Fellowship Hall was not working and has been fixed. Thank you, Joel Thomas for taking 
care of these issues.

Thomas Tuttle - Chair Buildings and Grounds 
If you have any questions, concerns or suggestions regarding the building or grounds, please feel free to 
mention them to any of the Building and Grounds committee members, Mark Glasser, Eloise Lindem, Karl 
Omernick, Joel Thomas, Scott Thies or me. If none of us are around, send me an email or drop a note in the 
message holder on the custodian’s closet door in the narthex (the door between the 2 restrooms). 
Thank you. 



Shepherd of the Bay Zoom Council Meeting 
 February 22, 2021 
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Present:  Pastor Jim Honig, President Scott Eckdahl, Edee Madsen, Cheryl Becht, Dick Burress, Ron Hupe, 
George Cobb, Tim West, Lori Pothast, Les Keepper, Sue Daubner and Lynda Pietruszka

 

Call to Order  7:00 PM  President Scott Eckdahl

Opening Prayer:  Pastor Jim Honig

 

Approval of January minutes

   Motion by George Cobb to accept the January minutes and second by Tim West.  Motion approved.

 

Additional Items/ Approval of Agenda

   Tim West requested we discuss re-opening with the Re-Opening Task Force under New Business and Les 
Keepper asked that we discuss out mission goals regarding the Mission Task force to also be discussed 
tonight under new business.

 

Treasurers Report by Ron Hupe

   January 2021 showed up to be a “pretty good” month, offering and expense wise.  Ron will set up a 
Budget meeting.

Motion made to accept Rons report by Sue Daubner and seconded by Cheryl Becht.

 

Committee Reports

    Pastors Report 

        Discussed pros and cons of ways of re-eopening the sanctuary.  We agreed to accept the 
recommendation of the Re-Opening Task Force to open on March 21 with appropriate guidelines in place.  
Concerns and suggestions about a few details of the plan were discussed.   While the Council has accepted 
the recommendations, the task force was encouraged to reconvene to review those suggestions before 
announcing final plans.  It continues to be a work in progress.  The parking lot service will continue for the 
time being.

 

  Education and Youth – Lynda Pietruszka

     Lynda continues to work hard with our youth, handing out Valentines using the van, Cooking class 101, 
plans to put on an Easter play similar to our past Christmas play.  Shared her plans for the upcoming year 
and gutted, sanitized and reset the Nursery.  Working on updating a safety and training binder for nursery 
staff and volunteers.

 

  Stewardship No report at this time

 

  Mission Work Task Force  No report at this time

 

  New business 

     Approval of $25,000 donation for new tractor.  Motion made by Dick Burress to approve the acceptance 
of this donation and the designation of the monies for the purchase of the tractor.  Second by George Cobb.  
Passed

    Regarding the request to discuss mission goals, it was suggested that we wait upon the Mission Task 
Forces report.

 

 Old Business  No report at this time

 

The next Zoom meeting will be held on March 15 at 7:00 PM

 

The Lords Prayer led by Scott Eckdahl.  Adjourn.

 

Respectfully,

 

Sue Daubner, Secretary



Lessons for March         and Holy Week 

March 7 : Third Sunday in Lent 
First Lesson: Exodus 20:1-17 
Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:28-25 
Holy Gospel: John 2:13-22 
Introduction to the readings: The third covenant in this 
year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: 
the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The 
commandments begin with the statement that because God 
alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we 
are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When 
Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is 
defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways 
commerce and profit-making can become our gods. The 
Ten Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: 
centered first in God’s liberating love, we strive to live out 
justice and mercy in our communities and the world.

March 14 : Fourth Sunday in Lent 
First Lesson: Numbers 21:4-9 
Second Lesson: Ephesians 2:1-10 
Holy Gospel: John 3:14-21 
Introduction to the readings: The fourth of the Old 
Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is 
the promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the 
bronze serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus says he 
will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those 
who look to him in faith will live. When we receive the 
sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we 
can look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to 
God, for hope when we are dying.. 

March 21 : Fifth Sunday in Lent 
First Lesson: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Second Lesson: Hebrews 5:5-10 
Holy Gospel: John 12:20-33 
Introduction to the readings: God promises Jeremiah 
that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a 
covenant that will allow all the people to know God by 
heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who 
draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on the 
cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart 
through Christ and draws God’s love and truth into our 
hearts. We join together in worship, sharing in word, song, 
and meal, and leave strengthened to share God’s love with 
all the world.

March 28 : Palm Sunday 
Procession with Palms : Mark 11:1-11 
First Lesson: Isaiah 50: 4-9a 
Second Lesson: Philippians 2:5-11 
Holy Gospel: Mark 14:1 - -  15:47 
Introduction to the readings: This week, the center of the 
church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into 
Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to 
die on the cross, abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s 
gospel presents Jesus in his complete human vulnerability: 
agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s 
suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s 
salvation: in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death 
will mark a new covenant with all people. We enter this holy 
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April 1 : Maundy Thursday 
First Lesson: Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 
Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
Holy Gospel: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Introduction to the readings: This evening our Lenten 
observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians 
around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal 
with his disciples, but the central focus is his commandment 
that we live out the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus 
washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and 
receive love in humble service to one another. Formed into a 
new body in Christ through this holy meal, we are 
transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into 
the world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate 
the coming days.

April 2 : Good Friday 
First Lesson: Isaiah 52:13- - 53:12 
Second Lesson: Hebrews 10:16-25 
Holy Gospel: John 18:1- - 19:42 
Introduction to the readings: Life and death stand side 
by side as we enter into Good Friday. In John’s passion 
account, Jesus reveals the power and glory of God, even as he 
is put on trial and sentenced to death. Standing with the 
disciples at the foot of the cross, we pray for the whole world 
in the ancient bidding prayer, as Christ’s death offers life to 
all. We gather in solemn devotion, but always with the 
promise that the tree around which we assemble is indeed a 
tree of life. We depart silently, and we anticipate the 
culmination of the Three Days in the Easter Vigil. 
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The Parish Door monthly newsletter can be found in full color on our website, shepherdofthebay.org/
newsletters. If you would like to be added to the monthly email list, contact the church office at 920-854-2988 or 
sotboffice@yahoo.com. 

Circle one: LILY - $18     TULIP - $18     DAFFODIL - $18

Please Print - 

NAME _________________________________________

PHONE ________________________________________

IN MEMORY OF ____________________________________________________________

IN HONOR OF ______________________________________________________________

Easter Lilies, Tulips & Daffodils Order Form 
The Easter plants can be picked up after the service on Easter Sunday, April 4th. Please list your 
name, phone number and if the flowers are in memory or are in honor of someone.

Enclose your check with the form below and return it to the church office.You can also email the below 
information to sotboffice@yahoo.com.  The deadline for ordering plants will be Palm Sunday, March 28th.
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