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11836 Hwy 42, Ellison Bay, WI. 54210 shepherdofthebay.org

The Parish Door monthly newsletter can be found in full color on our website, 
shepherdofthebay.org/newsletters. If you would like to be added to the monthly email list, contact 
the church office at 920-854-2988 or sotboffice@yahoo.com. 

All Services Preceded by a Warm Meal
Come and enjoy a good hot meal in the middle of winter which you don’t have 

to cook. Cost is $5.00 per person with children 10 and younger eating for free!  
There will be a different menu every Wednesday night starting with a soup and 

bread buffet with cheesecake for dessert on Ash Wednesday. Other meals will 
include Lasagna, Meatballs, and Empanadas. All meals include beverage and 
dessert. 

The proceeds from each meal will help fund Youth Camps, Guatemala missions 
and other activities of the church. 

All Meals Start at 5:30PM and the Services at 6:15PM 

The Spiritual Landscape 
of Door County

	 Door County is one of the most beautiful 
places on earth; there are so many iconic places 

of beauty here, and everyone has their favorites.   
 During this season of Lent, we’ll go to six of those places 
via photographs and memories, and use the unique landscapes 
as metaphors for reflecting on six spiritual practices of the 
Christian faith. Lent is about more than giving something up; it’s 
about a return to those practices that are part of our faith. Join 
us for this weekly reflection.

 Each service will begin at 6:15pm and excluding Ash 
Wednesday, will last 30 - 45 minutes. All services will be preceded 
by supper in Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm.  Mark your calendars and 
make plans to join us. Invite your friends. All are welcome!

http://shepherdofthebay.org/newsletters
mailto:sotboffice@yahoo.com
http://shepherdofthebay.org
http://shepherdofthebay.org/newsletters
mailto:sotboffice@yahoo.com
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In the churches of my childhood, it seemed like Lent was prominent. For 
6 weeks, going to church once a week wasn’t enough; we had to go 
twice a week. And I remember how somber those service was. It felt like 
it took us six weeks to slowly kill Jesus. Every week the service was 

about some dismal piece of Jesus’ suffering and death. I don’t know how 
much my memory reflects what happened, but that is what I remember.


It’s only as an adult that I have realized that Lent is not a 6-week focus on Jesus’ passion. We’ll be 
able to do that very well during The Great Three Days (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy 
Saturday). The season of Lent got its start as the 40 day intensive preparation for baptism at Easter. In 
the early church, most of those being baptized were adults. They would spend a year or more of 
apprenticeship in the Christian faith, adopting the lifestyle and the practices of their new faith. 
Baptism generally happened at the Easter Vigil, and so for the 40 days before that, the catechumens 
(candidates for baptism) would meet daily for their final training in their new faith. The 40 days, of 
course, connects to the 40 years of wandering the ancient Israelites endured before entering the 
Promised Land, and the 40 days that Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness before beginning his 
ministry. So, lent is not about obsessing about Jesus’ passion. It’s about learning and relearning and 
practicing the disciplines of the Christian faith. 


So, this year in lent, we’ll use some of the iconic Door County landscapes as metaphors for reflecting 
on some of those Christian practices: facing our finitude and the reality of death, keeping sabbath, 
prayer, silence, meditating on scripture, and the giving of alms. As we reflect on these practices, we’ll 
offer real-life practical suggestions for how we might fully live into the practice of our faith. I hope 
you’ll join us for worship on Wednesdays at 6:15.


Peace,

Pr. Jim Honig
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Lenten Meals
Since very ancient times, Christians of all ages and places have observed the season of Lent. 

Throughout that long history, it has always been a time for spiritual renewal in anticipation of the great 
feast of Easter, the center of the church’s year. How do you keep Lent?  

We at Shepherd of the Bay Lutheran Church like to prepare for Easter through fellowship, worship 
and meals.  Please join us for a meal at 5:30pm & Worship at 6:15 pm on Wednesday nights during Lent.  We 
will have our first meal on Ash Wednesday, March 6th.   If your committee or group would like to organize a 
meal, please contact Alicia Kropuenske at jakrop@yahoo.com or 920-421-0528.  

March 6th Ash Wednesday:  Soup & Bread Buffet = Guatemala Mission Trip 

March 13th:  Taco Meal = Church Council

March 20th:  Lasagne = Confirmation Camp 

March 27th: ??

April 3rd:  Meatballs = High School Youth Trip

April 10th:  Empanadas = Guatemala Mission Trip 

mailto:jakrop@yahoo.com
mailto:jakrop@yahoo.com


I was googling “singing” the other day and found this interesting set of arguments about the 
physical benefits of singing.  Cool, I said.  Let’s find out more about it.  Here was the opening premise of this 
“Take Lessons” site: 
  
“Singing brings joy to many people – but did you know that your passion for singing can lead to incredible benefits in 
your physical, emotional and social health?”  Okay.  I agree with this premise.  Tell me more. 
  
There are PHYSICAL BENEFITS OF SINGING! 
 

1.  Singing strengthens the immune system.  After an hour-long rehearsal singing Mozart’s “Requiem”, researchers from 
the University of Frankfurt measured a higher number of antibodies in the singers’ blood than were present before the 
rehearsal began. 
  

2.  Singing is a workout.  Singing can be an excellent form of exercise, where your lungs, diaphragm and overall 
circulation are impacted in a positive way by this enjoyable aerobic activity. 
 

3.  Singing improves your posture.  Standing up straight, expanding your chest cavity with good breathing or keeping your 
shoulders and spine in good alignment will improve the way you approach your daily life. 
  

4.  Singing helps with sleep.  Singing can help strengthen throat and palate muscles, keeping that lovely throat open as 
you sleep.  Aaaaaahhhh! 
  
There are PSYCHOLOGICAL & EMOTIONAL BENEFITS OF SINGING! 
  
5.  Singing is a natural anti-depressant.  Singing is known to release endorphins, the feel-good brain chemical that makes 
you feel uplifted and happy.  Singing can simply take your mind off the day’s troubles to boost your mood. 
 

6.  Singing lowers stress levels.  Making music in any form is relaxing, but the act of singing releases stored muscle 
tension as you make those beautiful vowel sounds. 
 

7.  Singing improves mental alertness.  Improved blood circulation and an oxygenated blood stream allow more oxygen to 
reach the brain. 
  
There are SOCIAL BENEFITS OF SINGING! 
  
8.  Singing can widen your circle of friends.  When you are in a choir, one of the unexpected health benefits of singing is 
an improvement in your social life!  The bonds you form while singing with others can be profound and very satisfying! 
 

9.  Singing boosts your confidence.  Stage fright and shyness can be overcome through the fellowship of many singing 
friends gathered together around one common goal:  to present the music in the camaraderie of the choir. 
 

10.  Singing broadens communication skills.  Making yourself understood by embracing good pronunciation techniques is 
a powerful thing! 
 

11.  Singing increases your ability to appreciate other singers.  The delights of singing go beyond merely enjoying the 
beauty of your own vocal talent.  You can position yourself next to a great reader or someone with a beautiful voice but 
most especially, a person who offers encouragement, appreciation and companionship in the corporate efforts of a choir.  
We all sing better together! 
  
Whether you are a great singer looking for an opportunity to share your vocal gifts or a person who enjoys singing in the 
shower every morning, there is a place for you to reap the personal benefits of singing right here in Northern Door!  The 
Sanctuary Choir at Shepherd is a wonderful, welcoming group of singers with a few extra seats in the choir loft to fill during 
the muddy month of March.  It would be lovely to welcome you into this family of singers.  We have extra robes and music 
for you!  Our rehearsals are Thursday evenings from 7:00 until 8:00 and Sunday mornings at 8:45, before the 9:30 service. 
There are so many benefits to singing!  Don’t be shy – give it a try! 
  
Judith Jackson, Sanctuary Choir Director

FROM  THE  MUSIC   C
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March EVENTS 

March 7, 14, 21, 28
 - Quilting Group
   - 9:15-2:00pm Fellowship Hall

MEAL 
MINISTRY 

contact 
for 

March     
is

Alicia Kropuenske 839-2559 
or 421-0528

   If you know of a family or 
individual who could use our 
attention for providing a meal 
when in need or would like your 
name added to the list of women 
willing to prepare and deliver 
meals, please call:   PAT 
SKOGSBAKKEN at 854-1133. 

Pat Skogsbakken – President of 
SOTB Unit Women of the ELCA
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PRAYER SQUARES are FREE and available in the Narthex.  Take one for yourself and 
for friends to remind you to pray when you touch it in your purse or pocket.

PRAYER CHAIN If you have a prayer request that you would like added to the prayer 
chain, email Bonnie Hanson at jnbhanson@gmail.com or the church office at 
sotboffice@yahoo.com .  When email is not possible, call Bonnie H. at 854-5569 or 
(763)567-9559; or Cheri Boock at 854-5493.

Don’t forget to use the CHANGE BUCKET- you can make a change in someone’s life by 
putting a donation in the CHANGE BUCKET on Sunday during the Fellowship Hour.  
Your donation goes to purchase gift cards for the Piggly Wiggly that are given to help 
those in need to purchase needs not covered by SNAP cards.

Social 6 Watch this space.  If there is interest, social 6 will start up in the spring.

One of our members will 
be receiving a rose this 

month:  
Virginia Johnson 

will be 94 on March 18. 
 Happy Birthday and 

congratulations!

As I write this it is only the middle of February and I am preparing to leave the 
county for a few weeks.  It is once again snowing, but maybe when I return in 
March it will be letting up a bit.  I do need to report that until further notice there 
will be no Monday morning bible study.  Ken Bergner has decided to retire after 
taking over for Angela when she left.  I am so grateful for Ken’s generous spirit 
and his knowledge of the bible.  I know the attendees of the bible study have 
been greatly blessed.  I would encourage those that attended the Monday study 
to join us on Tuesday morning for Pastor Jim’s bible study.  Thank you Ken for all 
the help you have given W.E.L.C.A.

THERE WILL BE NO WELCA BOARD MEETING IN MARCH.

Book Group Selections 
NO MEETING IN MARCH 
April 18 – Place to be determined – Tara Westover’s Educated, 2018. One of the year’s 
best sellers. Memoir of a young girl raised by survivalists without any public education 
who earns a PhD from Cambridge University in England. 
May 16 – Jonas Jonasson’s The 100-Year Old Man Who Climbed Out of a Window and 
Disappeared, 2012. While his birthday party is being planned, Allen Karlsson, who is in 
excellent health, escapes his nursing home and embarks on a series of adventures, 
something like the life he has had in the 20th century. 
June 20 – Kristin Hannah’s The Great Alone, 2018. Novel of Erndt Allbright, a former 
POW from Vietnam, who moves his family to the Alaskan frontier  because he is having 
trouble adjusting to life; his wife and daughter find their new conditions fraught with 
danger.  

left: A heaping basket of hats, 
mittens and scarfs donated to 
Just Door County, "Warmth for 
Winter".  Thank you to everyone 
who has been contributing.

	

Left: Check out 
the quilt hanging 
in fellowship hall. 
The quilters meet 
on Thursdays at 
9:15am if you 
would like to join 
them. No 
experience 
necessary. 

mailto:jnbhanson@gmail.com
mailto:sotboffice@yahoo.com
mailto:jnbhanson@gmail.com
mailto:sotboffice@yahoo.com


Youth and Family Ministry News
from Jane Burress

From Youth and Family Ministry News 
from Jane
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Donate your Old Cell Phones 
 We are collecting old cell 
phones for HELP of Door County. They 
recycle them and get credit towards 
new phones that can be given to 
domestic violence victims who need 
them. There is a basket in the narthex 
for the phones.  

 Confirmation youth had a great time at the 
youth gathering in Manitowoc in February. Thank you 
to Jeremy and Cindy Schwab for help with driving 
and for their leadership. The theme for the weekend 
was: "Grow Your Faith in  Christ’s Garden.”   
1 Corinthians 3: 7-9 
 It was a busy weekend with music, speakers, 
workshops, service projects, worship, and fun. 

  Thank you to everyone who donated to the 30 
Hour Famine. The High School Youth Group raised 
$6127.00 for world hunger. 

 Thank you to Eloise Lindem, Sherrie Lettie, 
Leah Hantke, Jackie/Jude Colosimo, John Fitzgerald, 
Shari Gransee, Sarah Martin, and Amy Gorham for 
helping with serving and clean up for our Wednesday 
meals. Thank you to Alicia Kropuenske for providing 
dessert for one of the dinners and youth group.  

 Thank you to Barb Tuttle, Lynn Hanson, and 
Jane Whiteman for cutting the fleece quilts for the 
Wonderful Wednesday Children to tie.  

 If you would be willing to organize and/or 
cook a meal for a Wednesday night service at the end 
of April or in May, please let me know.  We have been 
averaging around fifty people each week. If anyone 
has Thrivent cards available to put towards the meals, 
we would appreciate it. 

 Little Lambs visited the Meadows. Thank you 
to Mrs. Loving for reading to the children and Pastor 
Jim for playing guitar for our music time. The 
children handed out Valentine’s, frosted cookies, and 
played picture BINGO. 

 Wonderful Wednesday children went to 
Scand Nursing home this month and delivered 
handmade Valentine’s and cookies. They also read 
some poems and sang with the residents.  
Thank you to Kristi Appel, Eloise Lindem, and 
Kristen Demarinis for going to Scand with us.   
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Building and Grounds Committee 
If you have any concerns or suggestions regarding the building or grounds, please feel free to mention them to any 
of the Building and Grounds committee members, Jon Hanson, Karl Omernick, Joel Thomas, Scott Theis or me. If 
none of us are around, drop a note in the message holder on the custodian’s closet door in the narthex (the door 
between the 2 restrooms). Thank you for using the message holder and helping to identify things that need to be 
done. 

Pardon Our Dust – Thank you for your patience and understanding over the last few weeks as we completed 3 
major projects; 1) the new AV system, 2) new LED lighting in the sanctuary and Narthex, and 3) painting of the 1st 
floor main hallway, narthex and sanctuary. We have a few odds and ends to complete before we are 100% done. 

Projects 
•Sanctuary New AV System – The new AV system has now been in use for several Sunday services, 
Wednesday night services, a PMF lecture, and 3 PMF concerts. All has gone well while we are learning how to 
use it. We have started and Issues/Question list that we are working through with Camera Corner. Sermon 
recording started with the Sunday service, Feb 17th. We will dual record the sermons for a couple weeks using 
the old camera and the new system for both comparison and redundancy. Our next hurdle will be learning how 
to stream to the internet. A draft Operator’s Manual has been prepared and distributed to those that have 
expressed interest in operating the new system. Training has begun and will continue as we learn together. The 
new Control Desk (the current one is temporary) is in process and is designed to look like the organ keyboard 
case. It will be installed as soon as it is finished. Thank you, Joel Thomas, Scott Henry and Tom Tuttle for their 
work on this new enhancement to our worship experience. Approximately 180 man-hrs were donated to this 
project by church volunteers, excluding the building of the Control Desk. 
•Sanctuary LED Conversion – As of Sunday, February 3rd all the sanctuary lights in the high ceiling and 
hanging pendants have been replaced with LEDs. The ceiling lights over the Chancel area have not yet been 
changed because we were not happy with the appearance of the new LED spot lights on the banners. They 
appeared to washout the banners rather than accenting their appearance as they do now. We will continue to 
investigate other LEDs that will give the banners the accent that they deserve. You may observe an occasional 
flicker in the sanctuary lights. This will be temporary as we work with the dimmer control company to install 
their new components to allow the proper dimming of the much lower current draw of the new LEDs. We had 
to leave a few “old” bulbs in to minimize the flickering. As an added benefit of waiting for the cost of the high 
ceiling LED bulb price to come down, we were able to save money from the gift to include replacing the 2x2 
panel lights in the narthex, front entry hall, both restrooms and the 1st floor main hallway with new LED flat 
panels. Lighting in these areas is now 100% (no burnt out lights) and should be noticeably brighter. The electric 
operating costs in these areas with the new LED lighting should be reduced by a minimum of 80%. Thank you, 
Joel and Payton Thomas, and Tom Tuttle. Approximately 60man-hrs were donated to this project. 
•Interior Painting – All the painting on the 1st floor is done for the near term. The only wall not yet painted in 
the sanctuary is the organ wall. Approximately 80 man-hrs of work was donated at no cost to the church thanks 
to the volunteer painters; Scott Theis, Tim West, Karl Omernick, and Jon Hanson. 
•Redecorating the Newly Painted Areas – 

oNarthex – The 3 bulletin boards that were in the narthex will not be rehung in their old locations. A 
smaller Usher/Flower/General Announcements board will be hung inside the door of the hallway leading to the 
Fellowship Hall. The WELCA board will be hung outside the office in the hallway leading to the choir room. 

oFellowship Hall - The children’s tile mural was temporarily taken down to make room for the new 
monitor. It will be rehung in the Fellowship Hall in the near future after we finish the major projects. 

Building Maintenance 
•Frozen Kitchen Pipes – during the cold spell in February the pipes leading to the kitchen sink froze. We 
found the problem while we were working in the sanctuary, so fortunately they did not break. 
•Narthex Bubbler – The bubbler was found to be leaking and has been shut-off while we wait for the plumber 
to come investigate and make the necessary repair. 

Thomas Tuttle - Chair Buildings and Grounds 



To Our Shepherd of the Bay Church Family, 
We want to express our sincere appreciation for organizing and holding the retirement 
celebration for us.  The gracious words and sentiments expressed to us that day and 
reception will always be remembered.  
We want to make sure that everyone knows that we will continue to live in Door 
County and will remain active and engaged in the Northern Door Community and Shepherd of the Bay Lutheran Church. 

Thank You, 
Greg and Debbie Casperson

Shepherd of the Bay Council Meeting February 18, 2019 
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We took a little time to introduce all the council members before the start of the meeting. 

Meeting called to order at 5:15pm. 

Members present:  Les Keepper, Scott Henry, Ron Hupe, Pastor Honig, Lori Pothast, Cheryl Becht, Edee 
Madsen, Scott Eckdahl and Alicia Kropuenske.   Absent:  George Cobb and John Skogsbakken 

Pastor Honig opened the meeting with prayer. 

Discussion occurred regarding new officers for the 2019 Church Council.  Pastor Honig asked that we all 
prayerfully consider our calling and answered questions regarding the job description for President/Vice 
President and Secretary.  We will vote in officers at the March 18th, 2019 meeting. 

Minutes from the January 14, 2019 were reviewed and approved by Scott Henry, second by Scott Eckdahl, 
motion carried. 

The treasurer’s report was given by Ron Hupe, Treasurer.  Giving was down for the month by $6,644.00.  
Expenses came in under budget for the month of January.  We reviewed the P & L Statement, the balance 
sheet and expense report/checking activity.  Motion made by Cheryl Becht to accept the report as presented, 
second by Edee Madsen.  Motion carried.  Council also received notice that Cindi Schwab has resigned from 
her Co-Treasurer position.  Ron Hupe will be assuming all treasurer duties at this time. 

We reviewed the following Committee Reports:  Pastor’s report, Property & Grounds, Worship & Music and 
Education & Youth.  A big Thank You goes out to Karl Omernick, Tim West, Scott Thies, Jon Hanson, Tom 
Tuttle, Joel Thomas & Payton Thomas for the many hours they volunteered to paint and replace lights. 

The job description for a Youth Director has been posted on the ELCA website and in the Synod newsletter.  
We continue to search for someone to fill this position for our Church. 

Alicia Kropuenske approached the council to host one of the Lenten meals.  It was decided that the council 
will cook for the Wednesday March 13th meal.  There was a request from Pastor to delay clean up for the 
Wednesday meals until after the service.  This will allow everyone to worship together. 

There was discussion regarding the Stewardship For All Seasons registration.  Several council members will be 
participating in the web based meeting on Thursday February 21st to learn how this program could benefit 
our congregation in moving forward as steward leaders.   

The Church Council members will also attend a council retreat again this year with a date to be determined in 
the near future. 

Meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s prayer. Next meeting will be Monday March 18th, 2019 at 5:00pm. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Alicia Kropuenske, interim Secretary 

Thank You Notes!



8

STEPHEN MINISTRY
CHRIST CARING FOR PEOPLE THROUGH PEOPLE

WHAT IS STEPHEN MINISTRY?
Stephen Ministry is a way congregations can provide high-quality care and outreach to hurting people in the 
congregation and community. Stephen Ministers are congregation members who have gone through 50 hours of 
training to provide one-to-one, Christ-centered care. Each Stephen Minister is matched with a hurting person—
men are paired with men, women with women—and meets weekly with that person to listen, care, pray, and 
encourage. Stephen Ministers care for those dealing with grief, divorce, job loss, hospitalization, financial 
struggles, loneliness, convalescence, terminal illness, and many other life difficulties.

Please contact Pastor Jim, Stan Whiteman or any of the Stephen Ministers for further information.

Guatemala Mission Trip 2019


Please pray about how you can participate in this mission activity….  
Think about it…..  Pray about it…..  Join us …… 

James 1:27 (NIV) "Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world." 

The time is here!! From March 22-30, the Shepherd of the Bay Mission Team will head to 
Guatemala for their annual mission trip. Please keep the team in your prayers: John & Nora Zacek, 
Karen & Patrick Egan, Edee Madsen, Sue Meredith, and Carol Omernick. Also pray for the 11 
widows and their families we will be serving plus our 5 sponsor families we will be visiting. Pray that 
the people of Guatemala see the love of God thru us. 

News from the
Concert Series Committee 

The Shepherd of the Bay Concert Series Committee would like to take this opportunity to share with you 
some news regarding our upcoming 2019 concert season here at Shepherd of the Bay. 

To open our season in June, we will once again be delighted by the voices of the Chicago Lyric Opera 
Singers who will join our own Judith Jackson in an evening of music from Bernstein’s West Side Story. Our July 
concert will be performed by Mr. Mark Mummert, Cantor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Worcester, Massachusetts, 
who will engage the audience in a wonderful evening of organ music. To close our 2019 season in 
September, Dr. Steven Wente, Professor of Music and Chapel Organist at Concordia University-Chicago, will 
present a program of organ music that will bring to life the beautiful sounds of our Dobson tracker pipe organ. 

While we believe this will be an exciting concert season here at Shepherd of the Bay, it will not be 
complete without your presence and support. Your support, whether it be financial sponsorship, providing housing, 
helping with the reception, or just providing a smile of hospitality, is always welcome and appreciated. We look 
forward to your part in helping us make this another successful musical season for 2019. 

Friday, June 7 at 7:00 pm Chicago Lyric Singers 
Saturday, July 20 at 7:00 pm Mark Mummert, organ 
Saturday September 21 at 7:00 pm Steven Wente, organ 



Ushers :

Please contact Cheryl Becht
 if you can help usher.
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IPC is a relatively new organization 
represented by members from various northern door 
churches and the community. It is committed to 
listening and learning about the issues of those in 
Northern Door for whom affordable housing is a 
challenge. The group has been meeting for over a 
year, doing just that, learning and listening. In the 
coming months they will begin to expand their 
efforts to the wider community.  

Their mission is: “The IPC is a committed 
and compassionate group of individuals called to 
action by our faith, to improve the lives of those in 
Northern Door County struggling with housing 
needs. Through education, collaboration, and 
advocacy with our neighbors, community leadership, 
and existing agencies, we will improve the 
accessibility, quality and affordability of housing in 
our communities, making them stronger today and 
tomorrow.” 
  If you have any questions or interest in the 
group contact Pastor Jim or Jane Burress

Interfaith Prosperity Coalition Food Pantry Collection for 
March  

 Healthy Snacks for 
Kids! Individually wrapped 
Granola Bars, Cheese & 
Peanut Butter sandwich 
crackers, etc. We will be 
taking some of these to 
Guatemala to hand out to the 
children and their families as 
treats instead of candy.  
 We always welcome 
food donations of every kind no matter what the theme 
is for the month. We also take cash donations for 
Piggly Wiggly Cards to buy fresh fruit, meat, milk, 
etc.  
 Pray for families who struggle to make ends 
meet here in Northern Door County & in Guatemala.  

Community News

Readers :
March 3 Doris Loss
March 10 Sue Daubner
March 17 Bonnie Hanson
March 24 Gloria Serkland
March 31 Sharon Pluff

March 3 Scott & Marcia Eckdahl
March 10 Cheri & Dave Boock
March 17 OPEN
March 24 David Daubner & Dick Burress
March 31 OPEN

                                     Memorials
The following donated to the Shepherd of the Bay Youth Fund in Honor of Greg and Debbie 
Casperson 
Joan Carlson	 Dick & Jane Burress	 Bonnie Hanson		 Eloise Lindem	 	 Roberta Kutlik



Lessons for March
March 3 : Transfiguration of Our Lord 
First Lesson : Exodus 34:29-35 
Second Lesson : 1 Corinthians 3:12 - - 4:2 
Holy Gospel :  Luke 9:28-36 
Introduction to the readings:Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus will be unable to avoid reflecting that glory in the world. It was true 
for Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter, James, and John. We pray that 
it will be true of all of us who see the glory of the Lord in the word and in 
the supper and who are being “transformed into the same image” by the 
Spirit of God.

March 10 : First Sunday in Lent 
First Lesson: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Second Lesson: Romans 10:8b-13 
Holy Gospel: Luke 4:1-13 
Introduction to the readings: These forty days called Lent are like no 
other. It is our opportune time to return to the God who rescues; to receive 
the gifts of God’s grace; to believe with the heart and confess with the 
mouth the wonder of God’s love in Jesus; and to resist temptation at every 
turn. This is no small pilgrimage on which we have just embarked. It is a 
struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus shares. The nearness of the 
Lord, in bread and wine, water and word, will uphold and sustain us.

March 17 : Second Sunday in Lent 
First Lesson: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
Second Lesson: Philippians 3:17 - - 4:1 
Holy Gospel: Luke 13:31-35 
Introduction to the readings: Though we sometimes doubt and often 
resist God’s desire to protect and save us, our God persists. In holy 
baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into a God-initiated 
relationship that will endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a 
tradition in which to seek the face of the Lord again. Lent provides another 
occasion to behold the God of our salvation in the face of the Blessed One 
who “comes in the name of the Lord.” 

March 24 : Third Sunday in Lent 
First Lesson: Isaiah 55:1-9 
Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Holy Gospel: Luke 13:1-9 
Introduction to the readings:The warnings are plentiful and blunt on 
the third Sunday in Lent. Lent is a season of repentance. Cut it out or get 
cut down! The warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to 
attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may 
live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s readiness 
to till the ground one more year. That is good news for all of us. Thanks be 
to God!

Altar Guild :
March - Bob & Sharon Pluff

March Coffee Hour Group
Co-Chair: Suzi Hass 421-1379 

Ron & Janet Stromen 421-4427 
 
Cheryl Becht                               563-940-7868
Carol Champeau 854-4578  
Tony & Amy Gorham 854-1059 
Jim & Jesse Grasse 854-0131 
Brent & Camila Hitzeman 854-9251
Lorraine Hoyt 854-5673 
Carl & Judy Jackson 854-4239
Don & Donna Koepsel               854-9489
Eloise Lindem 854-4458 
Jan Mielke 854-5308
Jay & Vicki Olson 421-2161
Gordon & Judy Reeves             (920) 495-7372
Sherry Wilson 421-0431
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March 31 : Fourth Sunday in Lent 
First Lesson: Joshua 5:9-12 
Second Lesson: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Holy Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
Introduction to the readings:The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy 
are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!” 
Happy are those who have “become the righteousness of God” in the 
merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God 
has “rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the father at 
the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for 
Jesus’ sake. Rejoice!

April Coffee Hour Group
Co-chair: Lon & Ruth Kopitzke 854-2469

Stan & Jane Whiteman 868-2997

Jim & Kristi Appel 421-0377
Steve & Julia Chomeau 854-9543
Collin & Jennifer Dahl 854-7979
Scott & Marcia Eckdahl.               309-824-9382
Lynn Hanson 839-9601 
Virginia Henz 854-2164
Sandra Olson 421-1657
Carl & Pat Lee 854-5345
Judy Nelson 854-2507
Lynn Pluff 421-2205
Glen & Grace Rossman 854-5574
Jeni Tveten 854-5740
Jerry & Joan Zaug     854-5281 



Midweek Lenten Services
Wednesdays, March 6 - April 10, 2018

5:30pm Meal & 6:15pm Service 


