
PRELUDE  	 Prayers of St. Gregory	 Alan Hovhanes	 James Honig, trumpet

	       

(Congregation recites bold print responses.)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Flowers today are from Carol Williams in memory of Jeff Williams’s birthday.

Sunday, September 6, 2026 - Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost


Welcome to worship at Shepherd of the Bay. If you are visiting today, Hello! We are so glad you are here. Whether you are here for a week, 

a month, or the whole summer season, we hope you will find this community a warm and welcoming spiritual home while you're in Door 

County. If you have questions, please ask. If you are interested in a formal affiliation with Shepherd of the Bay, contact Pastor Honig. 


Enter to worship. As the prelude begins, worshippers are encouraged to conclude conversation 

and quietly prepare to enter into the experience of worship.

The assembly stands

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.


Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.


	 Silence is kept for reflection.


Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.

Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

	 Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 	 


And also with you.

GATHERING HYMN

HYMN 731 Earth and All Stars



PRAYER OF THE DAY

  

Let us pray: O Lord God, 
enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.  
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful,  
and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.


FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11

	 …

P: The Word of the Lord	 C: Thanks be to God

CHOIR	 Just a Closer Walk	 Nancy Price & Don Besig  (1997 GlorySound)

The assembly is seated


SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14

…

P: The Word of the Lord	 C: Thanks be to God

PSALM 119:33-40

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way | of your statutes,

  and I shall keep it | to the end.

 34 Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching;
  I shall keep it with | all my heart.
 35 Lead me in the path of | your commandments,

  for that is | my desire.

 36 Incline my heart to | your decrees
  and not to | unjust gain. R
 37 Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood;

  give me life | in your way.

 38 Fulfill your promise | to your servant,
  which is for | those who fear you.
 39 Turn away the reproach | that I dread,

  because your judg- | ments are good.

 40 Behold, I long for | your commandments;
  by your righteousness en- | liven me. R

PSALM REFRAIN

	 The piano will play the refrain once, then the choir will sing the refrain then the assembly will sing the refrain 
once and where indicated by the “R”.



GOSPEL : Matthew 18:15-20

C:  Glory to you, O Lord

…

P: The Gospel of the Lord	     C: Praise to you, O Christ

HYMN OF THE DAY

HYMN 603 God, When Human Bonds are Broken

The assembly stands.


The assembly is seated.


CHILDREN’S MESSAGE


SERMON


The assembly stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.


I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

	 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,


	the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Congregational response to 

	 P. Hear us, O God. 

	 C. Your mercy is great.


Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.


	 A brief silence.


Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the words you give us. Open us to 
receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us, O God.


Your mercy is great.

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. Protect grasslands, marshes, 
swamps, and all places of transition. Heal communities crying out after disaster (especially). Hear us, O God.


Your mercy is great.

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from selfish gain and toward your 
promise of good for all, especially the good of all who labor. Hear us, O God.


Your mercy is great.

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken relationships, failing health, 
frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. We remember especially those whom we name aloud... 
Linda Anderson, Carole Bergner, Hanna Michalsen, Aidan Newsom, Carenna Reisen, Braden Sitte, 
Barbara Zilavy,  and all whom we remember in our hearts and lift before you... (silence for reflection)  ... 
Hear us, O God.


Your mercy is great.

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and grace. Reconcile us to 
each other, making your good news known even through our imperfections. Hear us, O God.


Your mercy is great.

	 Here other intercessions may be offered.


Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the nearness of your salvation for 
(name/s, and) all who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.


Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we need. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

	 Amen. 



The assembly is seated.

OFFERING


OFFERTORY     Water Music Suite	 	 George Frederick Handel


The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER


God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.


Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.


And also with you.

COMMUNION DIALOG
The Lord be with you.


And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING


It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:




THE LORD’S PRAYER


INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table.

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

And everybody, everybody, everybody is welcome here.


About Communion: This is Christ’s table and meal of grace! All are welcome! Ushers will guide you forward. 
Receive the bread (gluten free available); wine or white grape juice is received from a cup from the gold tray..If you 
have difficulty coming forward for the distribution, please let one of the ushers know and they will ask the pastor to 
bring you communion in the pew. Children may come forward for a blessing

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

 


Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.




COMMUNION HYMN

HYMN 470 Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.


Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
The assembly is seated.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

	 Amen.



DISMISSAL


Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.

Thanks be to God.  

DEPART TO SERVE
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SENDING SONG

HYMN 836 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

BLESSING

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,

in the body of Christ Jesus.


Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances

through the interceding of the Spirit.


Amen.

The God of grace

☩ bless you now and forever.


Amen.
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