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Let’s Make Something Beautiful

     What’s the most valuable thing in your life ?


     You might say family or friends. You might say faith, love, 
justice, or joy. And you’d be right, of course. Each of these is a 
priceless gift from God.


     But there’s something else, too—something shining in the faces of family and 
friends, glowing in acts of love and justice, generosity and celebration. The beauty 
of the Door County forest, the shimmering water of Lake Michigan, the sunset 
over Sister Bay, the limestone cliffs towering over Green Bay. When we encounter 
it, we smile and say, “Ah, look! How wonderful! How beautiful!”


     There it is: beauty.


     Beauty is one of the most valuable gifts in our lives. God’s beauty. Creation’s 
beauty. The lovely, radiant goodness woven throughout the world.


     Here at Shepherd of the Bay, our response to God’s goodness is to give thanks 
for this beauty—and to make something beautiful together. We see the beauty of 
the Gospel in action, the beauty of Scripture and preaching, and the beauty of 
singing, learning, praying, and serving together. We see it in the Wonderful 
Wednesday Ministry to children, the Sanctuary Choir and Bell Choir, the 
generosity of your gifts to Klaud’s Food Pantry. We see it whenever someone offers 
a helping hand, welcomes a stranger, feeds a hungry neighbor, encourages a 
child, visits someone who is lonely, or simply shows up with love.


     Ah, look! How wonderful! How beautiful!


     Over the first 3 Sundays in October, we’ll be having a church-wide 
conversation about investing in this beautiful community—financially and 
otherwise—with boldness, generosity, and imagination.


     And on Sunday, October 18, we’ll celebrate together with grand festival 
worship service to celebrate God’s goodness, our ministry, and your generosity. 
Mark your calendars! Between now and then, we invite you to think about these 
questions:


• What is most beautiful to you about Shepherd of the Bay?

• What moments make you grateful to be part of this community? 

• What ministries bring you joy? 

• Where do you see God’s love shining most brightly among us?


     We’ll gather those reflections and celebrate our shared favorites at our Beauty 
Festival on October 18. It will be a joyful opportunity to remember what we love, 
give thanks for what we’ve built together, and imagine what beautiful things God 
may be calling us to create next.


     Thank you for the radiance you already bring to this community. Every prayer, 
every song, every act of service, every gift, every word of encouragement matters.


     This really is some of the most valuable work we can do together.


     Let’s give thanks. Let’s dream boldly. And let’s make something beautiful!

 Pr. Jim Honig

All Saints’ Day 
    This year, we will be observing 
All Saints’ Day on Sunday, 
November 1st. It's a time for us to 
remember and honor those church 
members who have passed away 
in the last year, since Nov. 2025.
     If you would like to pay tribute to 
friends or family members by 
having their names read in the 
service, please reach out to the 
church office at 920-854-2988 ext. 
0 and leave a message or send an 
email to sotboffice@yahoo.com by 
Wednesday, October 28th. 
     Your participation means a lot to 
us as we come together to honor 
and remember our loved ones.



THOUGHTS FROM THE MUSIC
  CORNER
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WON’T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR?


Jesus responded to a lawyer’s provocative question:

Lawyer: “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"

Jesus: “What is written in the law?  What do you read there?”

Lawyer: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with 
all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”

Jesus: “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

And then came the crucial question:

Lawyer: “And who is my neighbor?”

(Luke 10:25-29)


Ah! What a good question! Who really is our neighbor? What are the qualifications? What are the descriptors? Do we have 
an easy definition of who belongs in the “neighbor” category?


Mr. Rogers had an easy explanation regarding the folks in his Neighborhood. He often sang:

"It’s a beautiful day in this neighborhood. A beautiful day for a neighbor


Would you be mine? Could you be mine?


It’s a neighborly day in this beautywood. A neighborly day for a beauty

Would you be mine? Could you be mine?


I have always wanted to have a neighbor just like you

I’ve always wanted to live in a neighborhood with you


Neighbors are people who are close to us. And friends are people who are close to our hearts

I like to think of you as my neighbor and my friend


Won’t you please, won’t you please? Please, won’t you be my neighbor?"

(Fred M. Rogers)


Too many times we find ourselves divided by “us” and “them”, isolated from potential neighbors by ideology, background, 
ethnicity, religion, political persuasion.  We find it difficult to cross the historical barriers that divide us into specific groups 
and lazily accept “it’s always been this way” as our excuse for not reaching out and embracing ALL of our neighbors. 
 There’s a simple little song from my childhood that could perhaps help us break down what divides us, if we could only 
sing it together: "Make new friends, but keep the old.  One is silver and the other, gold.”

What is our purpose as members of Shepherd of the Bay?  How are we to live in communion with one another?  How do 
we erase the boundaries between us and embrace the bonds of friendship and shared purpose?  If we believe what we 
have been taught by Jesus and yes, Fred Rogers, too, our mission in life is very clear indeed!  We are each other’s brothers 
and sisters, members of a wonderful family of Christ.


WE ALL ARE ONE IN MISSION

Rusty Edwards, Finnish Folk Tune


We all are one in mission; we all are one in call, Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.

A single great commission compels us from above. To plan and work together that all may know Christ’s love.


We all are called for service, to witness in God’s name. Our ministries are different, our purpose is the same:

To touch the lives of others with God’s surprising grace, So every folk and nation may feel God’s warm embrace.


Now let us be united, and let our song be heard. Now let us be a vessel for God’s redeeming Word.

We all are one in mission; we all are one in call, Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.


*********************************************************

Neighbors are people who are close to us. And friends are people who are close to our hearts

I like to think of you as my neighbor and my friend. 

Won’t you please, won’t you please? Please, won’t you be my neighbor?

**********************************************************

Blessings to you in this new season of hope and community,

Judith Jackson, Sanctuary Choir Director and Principal Pianist 




High School Youth Group begins 

Wednesday, October 14th


     For grades 9-12, we meet every second and fourth 
Wednesday from 6:00-8:00 p.m. for a bible study, check-ins, and 

planning our outings in service/outreach, Synod youth 
gatherings, and more!  Dinner served!  Bring a friend!  


Oct. 14th  IMAGINE more love.    Mark 4:35-41.     Jesus 
Calms the Sea, meet upstairs in our youth room.  Supper 
snacks a plenty!  Tonight we will learn about the National 
Youth Gathering, Minneapolis, summer of 2027!

Oct. 28th  It is time to bake and decorate spooky cookies 
for Halloween weekend!  Bring a pumpkin to carve!  And a 
friend!


Youth and Family Ministry News
from Lynda Pietruszka  720-227-4079  or  sotb.lynda@gmail.com
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Sunday School

For children ages 4- grade 6.  Let’s meet Sunday morning, following 

the Children’s message, inside worship!  We will experience the 
children’s version of understanding today’s Gospel message, and 
return for Communion and/or a Blessing!  Parent’s please meet 

your children in the Narthex at the conclusion of worship.  


Oct. 4th  Parable of the Vineyard  Matthew 21:33-46

Oct. 11th  Today is “Bible Sunday” in Children’s Message for 
our incoming Confirmation students and children in grades 
2-4 who have not yet received a Bible.  Followed by Pancakes 
and Praise!  Families meet upstairs following Communion for 
breakfast and family Sunday School. 

Oct. 18th  Paying Taxes Matthew 22:15-22

Oct. 25th  The Greatest Commandment Matthew 22:34-46 
and The Parable of the Pumpkin!


Wonderful Wednesdays begins 

Wednesday, October 7th


 


     For Children entering Kindergarten through grade Six!  After 
school, catch the Shepherd of the Bay van (or overflow, the 

Gibraltar Bus!) and gather for a delicious snack, Bible Stories, 
music, art, games, faith formation through service, outreach, 

and more!  Pick up time/Sign out time is at 5:30 p.m.  Be sure to 
be on the email listing for updated transportation information.


October 7th and 21st   We are Exploring Kindness!  

Confirmation begins 

Wednesday, October 7th 


for grades 7th and 8th 

  The Shepherd of the Bay Van will be at Gibraltar after school, the 

first three Wednesdays of each month to transport students to 
church for Confirmation class.  Wrap up time is at 5:30 p.m.  

Parents meet students inside the Narthex.

Important dates!

Wed. Oct. 7th  Our first class; What is Worship?  IMPORTANT 
brief parent/student meeting to follow class at 5:30 p.m. 
(Understanding the journey of Confirmation, expectations, 
and to answer any questions you might have).  Please meet 
Pastor Jim in the Sanctuary.  


Sun. Oct. 11th  Incoming Confirmation Students, today is 
Bible Sunday! You will receive your Confirmation Bible today.  


Wed. Oct. 14th  Elements of Worship


Wed. Oct. 21st  The Church Year


Friday, October 23rd - Sunday, October 24th  “Jr. High Blast” 
at Imago Dei Village for grades 6-8th.  Let’s go as a class and 
build our Community!  Watch email for details, and/or 
contact Lynda.


Little Lambs Bible Story Time begins 

Wednesday, October 7th


   We gather in the church nursery on Wednesdays at 9:30 
a.m. and head upstairs for a Bible Story, Music, Hands on Art, 

games, and more!  For infants, toddlers, PreK kiddos, and their 
parents and/or care providers.  Invite your friends with littles!  

We wrap up around 10:45 and from time to time, enjoy an 
outing together!


Oct. 7th  I am Jesus’ Little Lamb!

Oct. 14th  God Made Me Special!

Oct. 21st   Who is Jesus?

Oct. 28th  Harvest Festival and Family Luncheon!


How about a play on words?  FAITH is BE”LEAFING” in the unseen, but in all the many ways God touches our 
hearts; as we are cared for, as we serve others, as we forgive and are forgiven, as we worship in community, as 
the wind blows through the colors, and the crisp autumn air touches our face, as we hear the laughter of 
children and youth, as families gather for fall festivals.  Welcome in a new season, nurture your faith walk.  See 
you in Church!  


Thank you to our Youth, parents, and church family for coming out to the Fall Bike Challenge Aid Station!  We 
met some great people from the biking community, and we brought in $400.00 for our youth fund!  Did you 
know?  Our budget, and youth fund support all of our programs for Children, Youth, and Families here at 
Shepherd of the Bay.  It also helps send our kids to camp and retreats, as well as offsets the cost for gas for the 
church van as we travel!  Thank you church family, for all your time, talents, and financial resources for the faith 
formation of our kids!  Come join us anytime!!

mailto:sotb.lynda@gmail.com


Partners in Ministry
Calling All Soup Cooks


     For many years, Shepherd of the Bay had a quiet 
ministry that didn't get a lot of attention, but was a 
valuable service to scores of people from our church and 
the community. It was our Soup Ministry. A handful of 
folks made sure that there were always containers of soup 
in the freezer that anyone could take for their own use or 
for a friend or neighbor. Who doesn't love to have a bowl of 
soup in a time of need? 

     That ministry has become a bit more sporadic and 
inconsistent in the past couple of years, and we want to 
revive it. Specifically, we are looking for an individual or a 
couple of folks working as a team to coordinate a team of 
soup cooks who would always make sure that we have soup 
available for anyone in need. We are envisioning a group of 
folks who would be sign of for a month. For that month, 
they would make a couple of large batches, bring them to 
church for packaging, and then place in the freezer. 

     If you are interested in helping to coordinate this 
ministry or sign up for a month of soup-making, send an 
email to Pr. Jim at sotbpastor@gmail.com.


Loaves & Fishes 

Northern Door County 

     A free dinner is served once per month on the 2nd 
Thursday of every month from 5 to 6 PM at Stella 
Maris Church in Sister Bay. For more information, call 
(616) 481-5274. 

It is the return of the … Cut Up Club!

	 The original name, came from a small group of 
friends who got together around a kitchen table and spent 
the morning “cutting” out shapes and letters for our children 
and youth programs.  Then it evolved into gathering for 
devotion, a light breakfast, followed by organizing supplies, 
filling treat bags, doing small, administrative tasks, writing 
cards, etc.  We’ve even been known to deliver the task to 
your home if you are not able to get to the church building.  
There are tasks for all levels of physical ability.  You might 
even make some new friends, and enjoy hearing all about 
what our children and youth are up to.  If you need 
transportation, we’ll find a way to take care of that too. See 
Lynda Pietruszka or Vicki Amundson for more details.  


    Thank you to our Youth, parents, and church family 
for coming out to the Fall Bike Challenge Aid Station!  
We met some great people from the biking community, 
and we brought in $400.00 for our youth fund!  


    Did you know, our budget, and youth fund support all 
of our programs for Children, Youth, and Families here 
at Shepherd of the Bay.  It also helps send our kids to 
camp and retreats, as well as offsets the cost for gas for 
the church van as we travel!  Thank you church family, 
for all your time, talents, and financial resources for the 
faith formation of our kids!  Come join us anytime!!

Klaud’s Food Pantry 
     September was a wonderful month. The response to 
God’s Work, Our Hands was overwhelming, and we were 
blessed with many generous donations that helped 
restock our shelves. Thank you to everyone who 
contributed.

     As our pantry visit numbers continue to grow each 
month, we remain deeply grateful for the opportunity to 
serve our community. We also want to extend a big thank 
you to Grace Rossman and everyone who helped with the 
vegetable garden—we are thrilled to offer our patrons 
such a wonderful variety of fresh produce.

     Starting this fall, we are introducing an "Item of the 
Month" for those who would like to donate specific 
goods. For October, we are collecting canned tuna and 
canned chicken breast. Please feel free to place your 
donations on the purple shelf in the narthex.

     Thank you, as always, for your continued support of 
Klaud’s Pantry.

Warmly,

Barbara Zage and the Klaud’s Squad

Klaud’s Squad Blessing

     At the October 4th Sunday service, a special 
recognition and blessing will take place to honor the 
volunteers who manage  Klaud’s Pantry, the Klaud 
Squad.  Edee Madsen, an early organizer of the pantry, 
will deliver comments about the early days of this vital 
ministry.  Pastor Jim will provide his insights and a 
blessing.  Please join us for this special thank you for 
the dedication and work of the Klaud Squad.


Men's Faith and Fellowship
     Our group's next meeting is Tuesday, Oct. 20 at 

7:00 pm in the church parlor. 
We look forward to seeing you there!
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Church Council Meeting - August 17, 6:30pm
Call to order: 6:30 pm
Attendance:  2 excused absences—Scott Henry,  Lynda-Mission Trip, and guest-- Judy Jackson
July Minutes approved.  
    Approval of Agenda:  (with additions of “Colin and Friends” preparation and vision 2030 discussion)
    Treasurer’s Report:  Grace
77% of budget-high seasonal expenses and some will consider looking for other suppliers.
    Committee Reports:  
    Building and Grounds:  verbal submitted by Pastor Jim

1. Fire suppression system alarms or HVAC—need to repair these
2.Ripples in carpets in Narthex and other areas—task B & G to prioritize and seek bids.

(Narthex, Church, fellowship hall)
   Pastor’s Report:
           Recommend that we look at vision 2030 starting in September’s meeting.
  Alter Flowers:  Jane Mohit’s new committee working on how to source flowers going forward.
             Girl scouts request to have meetings at SOTB every 3rd Thursday starting in November.  Also to approve future 
campout upon receiving facility use request.
      Other:
Post to Pantry doors invitation to Monthly chicken potlucks after church to all to visit.
Motion to accept all Committee and Staff Reports
Old Business

1. Alternative devoted space for council meetings.  Looking for larger size with comfortable HVAC.  The parlor is a 
possibility.

2.Task B & G with starting to look at the scope of 3 building issues for the future
Possible elevator to better utilize the second floor for whole congregation, stained glass window repairs, septic 
system expansion/improvement.

1. 8/30 Colin and Friends to perform at church—need council members to assist with set up and take down  for 2pm 
and 4:30 shows. 

 New Business
      ELCA community project-Fall Food Drives 9/13 at SOTB.  Congregation can bring their items to church that Sunday for 
a special blessing.

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 with the Lord’s Prayer
Next Meeting:  September 21, 6:30 

Greetings from Your Congregational Care Coordinator

	 In August we hosted an AARP Downsizing and Decluttering presentation, and in September we hosted an AARP 
HomeFit presentation- both designed to live more comfortably in our homes as we age. I have some HomeFit materials that 
I can share with anyone interested in going through the guide on their own. 

	 As the calendar turns to October we are working on fall programs. We hope to schedule a “Senior Scam” 
presentation in October or November. On December 13 we will host the 2nd Annual Christmas Cookie Baking and 
Decorating activity following the Children’s Christmas Program. All ages are welcome to bake and/or decorate (or 
just eat??) cookies.

	 Several people have suggested the revival of the soup ministry. Simply, people make soup, we freeze and store it, 
then people take a pint or quart of soup when they visit someone who may enjoy a warm meal. As we prepare for winter this 
seems like a good idea, but we need someone to flesh out the ideas and lead the effort. If you feel called to do this please let 
me know. 

	 Lastly, I have thinking about and prayerfully paying attention to what it means to care for each other. I have read 
several articles about care in the Bible and the one that most resonated with me said that Biblical care came in 3 buckets: 
God’s caring for us, people caring for each other, and people taking care of themselves (self care and rest). l’ll write about 
one each month in November, December, and January. For this month, I just want to share that I can see lots of caring for 
each other and caring for our communities- people helping each other individually, the impact of the various ministries we 
have, and people supporting community programs that make lives of people better. 

	 If you or someone you know needs some help, please don’t hesitate contact me (Vicki Amundson) by email at 
sotb.care@gmail.com, by phone at 920-854-2988 (extension 3),  or stop by the office on Tuesdays 10-4, and 
most Thursdays 1-4. 




   Lessons for October

Readers:

October	4	 Gary	Woodward

October	11	 Werner	Krause

October	18	 Judi	Nelson

October	25	 	

Altar	Guild:

October	:	Ronnie	Robinson

November	:	Carol	Williams

October 4 : Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

First Lesson: Isaiah 5:1-7

Second Lesson: Philippians 3:4/-14

Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46

Introduction: In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a 
vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the 
prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the 
vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood 
of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto 
Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and 
bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the 
power of his resurrection.

October 11: Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

First Lesson: Isaiah 25:1-9

Second Lesson: Philippians 4:1-9

Holy Gospel : Matthew 22:1-14

Introduction: In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great 
feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In 
Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not 
come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy 
God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and 
hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all 
understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the 
Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with 
others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

October 18 : Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost

First Lesson: Isaiah 45:1-7

Second Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Holy Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22

Introduction: In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile 
ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the 
Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor 
what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To 
gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is 
to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the 
image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of 
God and for the sake of the world.


October 25 : Reformation

First Lesson: Jeremiah 31:31-34

Second Lesson: Romans 3:19-28

Holy Gospel: John 8:31-36

Introduction: Rooted in the past and growing into the 
future, the church must always be reformed in order to live 
out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We 
celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ 
sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. 
Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for 
the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship 
and mission.

WELCA Prayer Chain

     The WELCA Prayer Chain continues to serve 
all the members and friends of SOTB for prayer 

requests. 

To send a Prayer Request:


  1. Send an email to Cheri Boock at 
cheriboock@gmail.com


  2. State the request with wording that you want 
for the request. Make sure you have received 

permission from the person in need of the 
request.


  3. The request will be sent when received by 
Cheri.


  4. The Prayer Chain members always are glad to 
receive a report of how the person is doing as 
they are sending out their prayers, so if you 

request a prayer for someone, please let us know 
how that person is doing.


     If you want to be included as a recipient of the 
Prayer Chain, and pray for those in need, contact 

Cheri Boock at 920-854-5493 or cell 
920-421-1210 or the above email. 

WELCA Monthly Book Group

     All meetings will begin at 9:30am, the 3rd 
Thursday of the month. Please contact Gretchen 
Farwell if you have any questions regarding the Book 
Group and its meetings. 


October 15

  - Quinn, Kate.  The Diamond Eye. 2022. A "bookish 

history student" from Ukraine becomes an expert 
sniper pursuing Nazis in World War II and ends up 

in Washington, DC for some terrors of her own.


November 19

 - Levi, Allen. Theo of Golden. 2025. Theo, a new 
resident of Golden, Colorado, acquires a series of 
pencil portraits of some prominent residents, and 
through interviews deepens relationships in the 

community
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PO Box 27

11836 Hwy 42


Ellison Bay, WI 54210
shepherdofthebay.org


Ladies Bible Study Hike
     Join us on Mondays at 2:00 pm for a hike and devotion. Each week we will walk at a different 
park in Northern Door and take turns leading a devotion.  
   You can call Carol at (920)854-2988 ext. 0 for more information or to find out where we will 
be walking that week. We would love to have you join us! Everybody is welcome, even our four 
legged friends!

Beautiful Schoenbrun trail to the Mink River.

http://shepherdofthebay.org

